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The evening reached

-Vaidehi Chaturvedi
The much-awaited J
“Anantam 2K25 Cultural”§
Fest transformed Pimpri
Chinchwad University into
a vibrant hub of energy,
talent, and celebration on
February 13th and 14th,
2025. This electrifying two-
day extravaganza brought
together students, faculty,
and esteemed guests in a
grand showcase of art, music,
dance, and camaraderie.
The festival was a mesmer-
izing blend of performances
and competitions, each
highlighting the remarkable
talents of PCU students.
The stage came alive with
celebrity performances that
enthralled the audience,
including an electrifying
“Zingaat” dance by Akash
Thosar, star of ‘Sairat’, and
a spellbinding rendition of
“Apsara Ali” by the elegant
Sonali Kulkarni.

Anantam 2k2‘5: )

Cultural Extravaganza

its peak with a spectac-

ular pertormance by the

famous ‘Swaroop Pandey’

diversity.

tacular!

band, setting the mood for an
untorgettable celebration.
The festival’s fashion
show and talent-driven
competitions added to its
grandeur, making Anantam
2K25 a true celebration
of creativity and cultural

Beyond the dazzling per-
formances, the fest embod-
ied the essence of PCU—a
community united in passion
and enthusiasm. It wasn’t
just about showcasing talent;
it was about creating lasting
moments, strengthening
friendships, and celebrating
the collective spirit of PCU.

As Anantam 2K25 came
to a close, it left us with
cherished memories and an
cagerness for the next edition.

The countdown to ‘Anan-
tam 2K26’ has already begun,
and we can’t wait to make it

even bigger and more spec-

ACADEMIC
xcellence Meets

ntrepreneurial
minence

GEC 2025

-Team Bhashyam

he air crackled with am-

bition, the halls buzzed
with innovation, and the stage
shimmered with  visionary
discourse. Pimpri Chinchwad
University’s  (PCU)  Global
Entrepreneur Conclave 2025
(GEC), a landmark event or-
chestrated in collaboration
with Garje Maratht Global
(GMG) and the Maharashtra
Economic Development Coun-
cil (MEDC), has etched a new
paradigm in the Indian entre-
preneurial landscape.

This wasn’t merely a con-
ference; it was a crucible for
ideas, a nexus for opportunity,
and a powerful catalyst for Ma-
harashtra’s ascent as a global
economic powerhouse.

The sheer magnitude of the
GEC 2025 was staggering.
Over 1,000 participants, 100
distinguished speakers, 500

burgeoning startups, and 50
diplomats from 30 nations con-
verged, creating a vibrant tap-
estry of global exchange.

- ]

The presence of stalwarts
like Cabinet Minister Shri
Uday Samant, Minister Shri
Chandrakant Patil, and the
virtual address by Shri Nitin
Gadkari underscored the gov-
ernment’s unwavering com-
mitment to fostering a fertile
ground for entrepreneurial
growth. Their insights, par-
ticularly Shri Samant’s vision
for Maharashtra as a leading
economy and Shri Gadkari’s
emphasis on supportive gov-
emmment policies, resonated
deeply with the audience.

GEC 2025 transcended the
typical conference format. It
was a holistic ecosystem, de-
signed to nurture every facet
of the entrepreneurial jour-

ney. The conclave’s impact on
academia was profound. For
students and academicians
alike, it was a rare opportuni-
ty to witness the convergence
of renowned policymakers,
entrepreneurs, and global ed-
ucators. This live dialogue,
covering cutting-edge topics
from Al and cybersecurity to
biotech and fintech, provided
invaluable insights into the re-
al-world application of theoret-
ical knowledge.

Over 100 students have
actively contributed do the
conclave that provided an un-
paralleled hands-on learning

experience.
The dedicated volunteers,
gained invaluable practical

| | &

experience in organizing and
executing a global-scale event.
They witnessed firsthand the
intricacies of logistics, net-
working, and stakeholder man-
agement, skills that are indis-
pensable in today’s dynamic
business environment. This
experiential learning helped in
bridging the gap between theo-
ry and practice.

The Startup Pitch Fest, with
its attractive prize pool, provid-
ed a platform for innovation to
shine, fostering a competitive
yet collaborative spirit.

Beyond the individual suc-
cess stories, the GEC 2025
focused on building a robust
ecosystem. Discussions on
MSMEs as the backbone of

Forging Futures: PCU successfully organizes Global Entrepreneur Conclave 2025

Maharashtra’s economy, ad-
vancements in healthcare, and
the state’s path to global com-
petitiveness  highlighted the
importance of strategic collab-
orations and supportive infra-
structure.

The expertise shared by re-
nowned experts have enriched
the discourse, providing ac-
tionable insights for partici-
pants.

The conclave wasn’t merely
about showcasing innovation;
it was about forging lasting
connections. The successful
creation of synergies between
startups and industry leaders,
facilitated by the tireless efforts
of PCET’s trustees and collab-
orators, solidified the GEC
2025’s legacy.

The grand conclave has
paved the way for a surge of
global investments into Ma-
harashtra’s  vibrant business
ecosystem, marking a pivotal
moment in the state’s econom-
ic trajectory.

The GEC 2025 has effec-
tively transformed the region
into a hub of entrepreneurial
dynamism, proving that Maha-
rashtra is not just participating
in the global economy; it is
leading the charge.
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Book Recommendation:

The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson

Burnett:

Mary Lennox, a spoiled, ill-tempered, and unhealthy child
finds the door to a secret garden, neglected and hidden for
years. When she decides to restore the garden in secret,
the story becomes a charming journey into the places of
the heart, where faith restores health, flowers refresh the
spirit, and the magic of the garden, coming to life anew,

brings health and happiness.
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Movie Recommendation:
Movie Name: Bambi
Disney classic

1942 American animated coming-of-age drama film
produced by Walt Disney Productions and released by

RKO Radio Pictures.

The film received three Academy Award nominations:
Best Sound (Sam-Slyfield), Best Song (for “Love [s
a Song” sung by Donald Novis) and Original Music

Scoreln June 2008, the American.

Kridarambh 2k25: Celebration of Sports & Unity

- Aditi Salve

On February 11th and 12th,

community and
celebration. Enthusiastic cheers

from the crowd echoed through

of the event.
His presence added an extra
layer of excitement as he ap-

2k25”, the

tition.

final

di, and badminton.

2025, Pimpri Chinchwad Uni-
versity came alive with the elec-
trifying energy of “Kridarambh
much-anticipated
annual sports fest. True to its
name, which means “A New Be-
ginning”, the event was a thrill-
ing spectacle of sportsmanship,
camaraderie, and fierce compe-

From the first whistle to the
showdown, Kridarambh
2k25 was a battleground of skill
and determination, where stu-
dents from various departments
pushed their limits
aCross crickﬂ’ )
et, volleyball,

seats.

the

futsal, kabad-

The courts and field§,

were abuzz with unstop=4
pable energy, as playe
displayed agility, team-
work, and strategic prow-
ess in their quest for victory.

The festival wasn’t just about
the competition—it was about

the university, fueling the play-
ers with unstoppable zeal.
Spectators witnessed nail-bit-
ing finishes,
backs, and moments of pure
sporting brilliance that kept
everyone on the edge of their

felicitation of

champions Rohit Mot-4

stunning come-

plauded the athletes” hard work
and dedication, inspiring future
sports enthusiasts.

But Kridarambh 2k25 was
more than just a sports fest—it
was a celebration of persever-
ance, friendships, and the un-
breakable spirit of competition.

It created lasting memo-
ries, strengthened bonds, and
set a powerful precedent for
the sporting culture at Pimpri
Chinchwad University.

As the dust settles on this
adrenaline-charged extravagan-
za, one thing is certain, Krida-
¥ rambh has etched itself as a

tradition that will only grow
bigger, brighter, and bolder in
the years to come!
Until next year,

Kridarambh—where
champions rise, and leg-
ends are madel

ARE YOU AWARE?

Spring is often associated with
renewal and rebirth. This sym-
bolism is deeply rooted in var-
ious cultures and religions. For
instance, in many traditions,
spring represents the resurrec-
tion and the promise of new
life, as seen in festivals like
Easter and Nowruz (Persian
New Year).

The blooming of flowers and
the return of wildlife after win-
ter symbolize hope and new
beginnings, making spring a
time for reflection and reju-
venation. The gentle breeze
carries the sweet scent of blos-
soms, creating a sensory ex-
perience that uplifts the spirit
and heralds a time of new
beginnings. For gardening en-
thusiasts, spring is an exciting
time.

Spring is a vibrant time for
wildlife. Many animals emerge
from hibernation, while mi-
gratory birds return from
warmer climates. This season
is crucial for animal reproduc-
tion, with many species mat-
ing and raising their young.
The increase in daylight and
temperature stimulates var-
ious  biological processes,
leading to heightened ac-
tivity levels in both flora
and fauna. Observing these
changes can be a delightful
experience for nature enthu-
siasts.In spring, many animals
emerge from hibernation.
Hibernation isn’t simply sleep-
ing. Animals like hedgehogs
and bears hibernate to con-
serve energy.

In India, spring, known as
Vasant Ritu, is considered the
king of all seasons. This peri-
od, typically spanning from
mid-March to mid-May, is
marked by a delightful tran-
sition from the cold of winter
to the heat of summer. The air
becomes warmer, and nature
awakens in full splendor. The
landscapes across India un-
dergo a vibrant transformation
as flowers begin to bloom and
trees sprout new leaves.

Spring is celebrated worldwide
through various festivals and
events that honor the season’s
beauty and significance like
Holi in India, Cherry Blos-
som Festival, Japan, Songkran,
Thailand, Tulip Festival, Neth-
erlands, etc.
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INSIGHTS

Inside the Courtroom:
Visit to Bombay High Court :

faculty members embarked on an enriching ed- :
ucational visit to the High Court of Judicature :

at Bombay.

The students witnessed live court proceedings,
gaining invaluable insights into the practical ap- :
plication of law. Highlight of the event was the :
engaging session with Adv. Sudeep Ratnambar :
Dutt Pasbola, Chairman of the Bar Council of
Maharashtra and Goa, Adv. Vitthal Bhaurao : ||*®
Konde-Deshmukh, Member & Ex-Chairman,
and Adv. Dr. Uday Prakash Warunjikar, Mem- :
ber & Ex-Vice Chairman, offering expert per- :

spectives on legal practice.

The students then explored the High Court :
Museum, tracing the evolution of the Indian
judiciary, and delved into the Judges’ and Advo- :

cates’ Libraries.

| j Law, accom- :

On Febru- :
ary 21, 2025, :
57 budding :
lawyers:
from PCU’s :
School  of :

panied by :

nologies.

Month’s

Key Academic Highlights

¢ NIPM (National Institute of Personnel
Management) at the School of Manage-
ment: Fostering professional development
and networking opportunities.

+ TEEE (Bombay Section) at the School of
Engineering and Technology: Coordinat-
ed events advancing technological knowl-
edge and collaboration.

¢ ACM (Pune Chapter) at the School of
Engineering and Technology: Facilitating
advancements in computing and informa-
tion technology.

¢ ‘Explore Germany’ and ‘Discover Ja-

pan’: Cultural and educational initiatives

expanding global perspectives.

Book Exhibition on Chhatrapati Shi-

vaji Maharaj by the PCU Library Team:

Showecasing historical literature and works

honoring the legendary leader.

¢ Faculty Development Program (FDP):
focusing on Al and Generative Al: En-
hancing faculty expertise and promoting
academic excellence in cutting-edge tech-

Pimpri Chinchwad Uni-
versity (PCU) is ac-
tively shaping its students’
futures through a robust,
multifaceted approach to
professional development.
Spearheaded by the Train-
ing & Placement Team, a
series of impactful initia-
tives are empowering stu-
dents to excel beyond aca-
demics.

Central to this effort are
intensive in-house work-
shops for BTech third-year
students. These sessions fo-
cus on “Resume Building,
Mock Personal Interviews
(PIs), and Personalized
Feedback,” equipping stu-
dents with essential skills

OISO OO OO OO OO0

for successful career tran-

sitions. The workshops em-
phasize effective communi-
cation, addressing crucial
gaps through interactive
activities. This practical
approach ensures students
are well-prepared for the
competitive job market.

PCU also fosters a global
perspective,  exemplified
by hosting a Japanese dele-
gation. Forty students from
the university’s Japanese
language program engaged
in cultural exchange, ap-
plying their language skills
in a real-world context.

This international inter-
action underscores PCU’s
commitment to broaden-
ing students’  horizons.
Intellectual growth is fur-
ther cultivated through
events like the ‘Fireside
Chat’ panel discussion,
‘Demystifying  Mindsets,

Unraveling Thoughts &
Unlocking Potential’, or-
ganized in association
with the Institution’s Inno-
vation Council (IIC). This
platform facilitates critical
thinking and personal de-
velopment, exploring the
nuances of mindset and
potential.

Ultimately, PCU’s dedication
to student success is reflected
in its strong placement drives.
The Training & Placement
Team’s efforts to connect stu-
dents with leading companies
translate academic achieve-
ments into tangible career op-
portunities.

Top Placements of

the Month

* Vineet Gawade
(DTDC Pune)

* Yuvraj Bodake (In-
diaMart)

* Samadhan Mandlik
(IndiaMart)

» Nageshwar Birajdar
(Asset Financial
Consulting Pvt Ltd)

* Sonali Pareek
(Godrej Properties)

Congratulations !!!
PCU is Proud of You
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Expressions Beyond Words Spring

Alfter the chills of cold winter;

my heart blooms with the warmth
that this spring offers,

meelting my cold emotions fo mold
me into something warm and joy-
ous.

This winter, the wind nmade nie cold,

as if my emotions had all ceased.

It made me feel like a living

Expressed by Pranali More Expressed by Parul Shirvas Expressed by Viraj Walunj corpse—stoic and cruel—not know-
School of Management (S.Y) School of Design (F.Y) School of Engineering (S.Y)

0 B

ing that was me.

But the spring embraced me in its
arms,) hugging a lost little child and
Silling her with emotions,

making her feel alive again.

This spring made her realize that
she wasn [ the corpse anymore; she

was alive.

By- Aditi Salve

School of Media and Communication

) Studies
Expressed by Shrushti Upadhye: Y
Expressed by Mauli Chavan: School of Expressed by Zen Angel .. P : v r y .
Py 16 ot Firr T, g School of Desi FY) School of Media and Communication
edia and Communication Studies (F.Y) Cchoo ()‘f esign ( A ) Studies (EY)
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Anantam 2025 was a result of
months of dedication from students and
faculty, and witnessing it come to life
was surreal. The competitions boosted
our confidence to ultimate celebration.
- Amruta Yadav BA

Working on Anantam 2025
for months made me realize how
much effort goes into creating a
successful event.

- Aditya Rasal BTECH

This cultural fest was more than
just an event,it was a platform to ex-
plore our talents, meet new people, and §
push our creative limits. The competi-
tions taught me confidence, and team
work.- Sakshi Lokhande BTECH

/ﬂ::lanning and rehearsing for
months to finally performing at Anantam g
2025, this fest was an incredible learning
experience.Thank you PCU. - Shradha
Solanke BTECH

After the months of planning,
seeing our hard work pay off made it all
worth.l thank the university for provid-
ing me with the opportunity to show-
case my talent and enhance my skills.
- Aryan Kajale MBA International
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“The greatest human

achievement is education,
for man can only become

truly human through
learning.”
-Immanuel Kant

YPCU S8

“If you would be a real seeker

things.”

after truth, it is necessary that
at least once in your life you
doubt, as far as possible, all

- René Descartes

Shaping Future Leaders: A Commitment to Excellence

t our Pimpri
Chinchwad Universi-
ty, we are driven by a vision

strong

FROM EDITOR-IN-CHIEF’S DESK

In the 2Ist centu-
ry, information is
abundant, but the real

executive sum-
mary of our academic,
cultural, and co-curricu-

. PCU’s Bhashyam: Platform for Knowledge, Creativity

industryg
connections with :
over 35,000 or-:

We should share not
just to inform but to
inspire, innovate, and

to be a leading institution that ganizations pro-: challenge lies in cu- lar engagements, ensur-  create opportunities for
fosters academic and person- vide students ; rating, digesting, and ing that every member learning.
al growth, transforming lives with internships,; sharing it effectively. of the PCU ) Knowledge,  when
through education. guest  lectures, : We live in an era where community stays in-  shared, .multlplles _ex-
e e e s workshops, and: We are eqused to V.aSt formed, engaged, and ponentlally—.enrlch-
academic excellence, inno- industrial _ visits, | @mounts of information  connected. ing both the giver and
. . ’ . . >+ daily, but how much of More thanjustanews- the receiver. PCU’s
vation, and social responsi- oﬁ“erlpg hands-ong it truly adds value? letter, PCU Bhashyam Bhashyam will be a
bility by providing a holistic experience and: = A Pimpri Chinchwad s a platform for partic-  space for collaboration,

and inclusive learning en-
vironment. We aim to equip
students with the skills, eth-
ics, and global outlook nec-
essary to become responsible

Dr Manimala Puri,

Vice Chancellor(I/C), PCU

sure.

leaders and professionals.

Our University sets itself
apart through its comprehen-
sive implementation of the
National Education Policy
(NEP). Our interdisciplinary
curriculum allows students
to take majors and minors
across diverse fields, ensuring
a well-rounded learning expe-
rience.

An Engineering student can

places a strong emphasis on
ability enhancement courses,
including training that pre-
pares students for global op-
portunities.

We integrate industry-rele-
vant certifications, ensuring
that our graduates possess not
only academic credentials but
also practical expertise to cre-
ate industry-ready profession-
als.

achievements.

real-world expo-:

University (PCU), with

© its eight schools, nu-
We are commit- :

ted to nurturing :
leaders, innova- :
tors, and change- :
makers—and we look forward :

to witnessing your growth and :
: workshops, guest lec-

. tures, and industry in-
To our students, my advice : ; Y

is simple: manage stress ef- :
fectively and make the most : y4juable insight or expe-
of your time here. Maintain a :
structured study schedule, en- :
gage in hobbies and relaxation, :
participate in physical activ- :
ities and social interactions, :

merous UG and PG pro-
grams, 3,400 students,
and over 250 faculty
and staff members, there
is always something
happening—events,

teractions.
To ensure that no

rience goes unnoticed,
we need a platform that
compiles, summarizes,
and disseminates this
wealth of knowledge.

ipation and expression.
Students can showcase
their achievements,
share newly acquired
skills, express their cre-
ative pursuits, or discuss
their hobbies.

Faculty members can
use this space to share
ideas, promote initia-
tives, and extend their
influence beyond their
classrooms and schools.

It will not only con-
nect our PCU family in-
ternally but also project
our collective achieve-
ments to the world be-

celebration, and the col-
lective growth of our
university community.
Let’s make it our
own, engage with it,
and let’s look forward
to every edition as a
true reflection of our
ideas, aspirations, and
achievements. Togeth-
er, let’s build a culture
of knowledge-sharing
and innovation that
strengthens our univer-
sity’s legacy. Let this
platform be a source
of Thought, Expres-
sion and Inspiration.

pursue a minor in Manage- Beyond academics, we rec- and practice mindfulness and : PCU’S Bhashyam is yogd- .
ment, Pharmacy, or Science, gepize the import ¢ smart learning strategies. Suc- that dedicated space—a ~  AS your Y0 = Dr Sudeep Thepade
El portance o . digest of university ac-  Vice-Chancellor, I firm- BT e

broadening their knowledge
and career prospects.
In addition, our university

soft skills such as effective
communication, teamwork,
and fluency in English. Our

cess lies in balancing academ- : . S o
ics, extracurricular activities, : tivities, bnp ging togeth-
’ > ¢ er everything that mat-

¢ ters. It will serve as an

and personal well-being.

OUR PATRONS!!!

ly believe that sharing
knowledge amplifies its
impact.

Pimpri Chinchwad
University, Pune

e

Late. Shri. Shankarrao B. Patil
Founder Chairman, PCET

Late. Smt. Lilatai Shankarrao Patil
Ex President, PCET

S
-

Smt. Padma M. Bhosale
Vice Chairperson, PCET

Shri. Harshwardhan S. Patil Dr. Girish Desai
Trustee, PCET , Chancellor PCU Executive Director, PCET

Shri. Vitthal S. Kalbhor
Secretary, PCET

Shri. Shantaram D. Garade
Treasurer, PCET

Shri. Dnyaneshwar P. Landge
Chairman, PCET

& []

: 1. Sumedh Shegokar
: (SY BTech)

: 2. Devendra Bhor

3. Monish

: 4. Shrushti Upadhye
: 5. Anurag Sareen

: 6.Ayush Ade

: 7. Abhishek Maurya
: 8. Shambhu Jagtap

1. Aditi Salve

2. Vaidehi Chaturvedi
3. Kunal Sahu (SY
BBA Management)

4. Jiwanjot Arora

5. Aditi Munjal

6. Riddhi Pundge

7. Jessica Joseph
8.Varun Suryavanshi
9.Akash Patil

: 1. Zen Angel (FY De-
: sign)

: 2. Atharva Bachkar

: 3. Adeesh Jain (FY

: BTech)

: 4. Amay Behere

: 5. Mauli Chavan

© 6. Raj Sarpate

: 7. Nabarun Sarmah
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“C
the*é’y)é?a‘re harmonies,
the soul is the piano with

many strings.”
- Wassily Kandinsky

THINK

EXPRESS

INSPIRE

Aarekh 20235: Desing Fest

impri  Chinchwad

University (PCU)

recently hosted

“Aarekh 2025”7,
a vibrant art exhibition that
went beyond aesthetics to
celebrate creativity, sustain-
ability, and a strong sense of
community.

The
thoughtfully curated lineup of
activities and displays that left
a lasting impact on attendees,
blending artistic expression
with eco-conscious messag-

event featured a

ing.

Among the highlights were
handmade accessories and
handprinted jute and
bags, which struck a balance
between style, utility, and sus-
tainability.

These creations were more
than just eye-catching prod-
ucts, they carried a powerful
message of incorporating en-
vironmentally friendly prac-
tices into daily life.

The tie-dye session proved
to be a major attraction, draw-
ing students and visitors into a

tote

shared, colourful experience.
As participants experimented
with dyes and patterns, the
activity not only showcased
their creative instincts but also
offered a joyful, hands-on op-
portunity to explore individu-
ality through design.

The lively session allowed
attendees to immerse them-
selves in the process and walk
away with both their creations
and meaningful memories.

Another major draw was the
pottery segment, where PCU’s
talented students demon-
strated their skills in shaping
clay into elegant forms. The
meticulous craftsmanship on
display highlighted the time-
less relevance of traditional
arts and their ability to in-
spire contemporary creators.
Interactive workshops and
sessions  held  throughout
Aarekh further enriched the
event.

These engagements pro-
vided students with valuable
insights into diverse artistic
techniques, from crafting ac-

cessories to mastering dyeing
methods.
Participants left with not

a renewed confidence in their '
creative abilities. —' .

More than an exhibition,; . '
‘Aarekh 2025’ stood as a tes- -
tament to PCU’s spirit of col- 3
laboration and innovation. S

The event served as a plat-
form for students and faculty
to come together, exchange
ideas, and celebrate artistic
passion. The enthusiastic par-§
ticipation and positive feed-
back from both faculty and
guests reflected the event’s
success in fostering artistic
expression and community
engagements.

As ‘Aarekh 2025’ conclud-
ed, it left _biehind more than §
just beautifully crafted items:
it left inspiration. il

Students  departed  with.
handerafted keepsakes and a
deeper appreciation for sus-
tainability, creativity, and the
enduring value of traditional
craftsmanship.

)

Ideathon 2.0 2k25: Celebrat

ing Innovation

PCU Lex Imperium 2025

Laws to Combat

-Team Bhashyam

Pimpri Chinchwad Uni-
versity (PCU) success-
fully organized ‘Ideathon
2.0 2k25’°, a two-day na-
tional-level  hackathon
held on April 5 and 6,
2025, at its vibrant cam-
pus.

The event attracted
more than 500 regis-
tered teams from across
India, with 40 shortlist-
ed teams making it to
the final round. Partici-
pants showcased a range
of innovative solutions
aligned with the central
theme, “Empowering
Change with Innovation
and Purpose,” reflecting

a spirit of creativity, col-
laboration, and purpose-
ful problem-solving.

The hackathon was
inaugurated by the es-
teemed Chief Guest, Dr.
G. R. Sinha, a renowned
expert in Artificial Intel-
ligence and Embedded
Systems.

In his inaugural ad-
dress, Dr. Sinha inspired
participants with his vi-
sionary insights on the
transformative power of
technology and innova-
tion in today’s world. The
event brought together
bright minds and provid-
ed them with a platform
to solve real-world chal-

lenges under the guid-
ance of industry and ac-
ademic experts.

A panel of distin-
guished external judg-
es, including Mr. Rajat
Jadhav, Senior Robotics
Automation  Engineer,
and Dr. Deepa Parasar,
Associate Professor at
Amity University Mum-
bai, evaluated the final
presentations and appre-
ciated the ingenuity of
the solutions developed
by the participants.

The competition con-
cluded with the an-
nouncement  of  the
top-performing  teams.
Team DraconiX from

N e o

Pimpri Chinchwad Uni-
versity clinched the first
place, followed by Team
Codie from Fr. Concei-
cao Rodrigues College of
Engineering (FRCRCE),
Mumbai, who secured
the second position. The
third prize was awarded
to Team Alnigma from
KKW College of Engi-
neering, Nashik, Maha-
rashtra.

Adding to the excite-
ment, Mr. Rajat Jadhav
also offered paid intern-
ships at Autofina Robot-
ics & Automation Pvt
Ltd to three promising
teams, further encourag-
ing young innovators.

Gender-Based Violence

et
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The School of Law at Pimpri
Chinchwad University (PCU)
organized a thought-provok-
ing law conclave, ‘PCU Lex
Imperium 2025, focusing on
the theme “Women Empow-
erment through New Criminal
Laws to Combat Gender-Based
Violence”

The event served as a plat-
form for critical discussions on
recent legal reforms aimed at
enhancing women’s safety and  nal law in empowering women
rights in India. and tackling systemic challeng-

Distinguished speakers in- es. By integrating academic
cluded Advocate Durga Dutt  perspectives with professional
(Advocate-on-Record, Su-  experience, the conclave not
preme Court of India), Mr. only enlightened attendees but
Amrit C. Birajdar (Judicial also inspired the next genera-
Magistrate First Class, Shiva-  tion of legal minds to work to-
ji Nagar, Pune), and Mr. Lalit ward a more equitable society.

Bl et !
Kumar Junjhunwala (Founder
and Director, Triyama Legal),
were guests of honor for the
event. Their addresses em-
phasized the urgent need for
robust legal frameworks and
societal support systems to en-
sure justice for victims of gen-
der-based violence.

The event provided students
and faculty with meaningful
insights into the role of crimi-
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Book Recommendation:

The Boy, the Mole, the Fox and the Horse

- Charlie Mackesy

A modern-day illustrated classic that delivers messages
of love, kindness, and the simple colors of joy through
delicate drawings and profound words. It is a heart-~
warming journey through conversations between four
unlikely friends, each representing different aspects of
the human spirit. The book explores themes of vulnera-
bility, courage, hope, and friendship with wisdom.

that explores the

ial fransifions expe-
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echneon 2025,
hosted by the
School of Engi-

neering and Technology at
Pimpri Chinchwad Univer-
sity (PCU), emerged as a
spectacular celebration of
innovation, creativity, and
the vast potential of tech-
nology-driven solutions.

With the participation of
966 students from diverse
academic backgrounds,
the event stood as a shin-
ing testament to the in-
genuity, dedication, and

forward-thinking spirit of
the next generation of engi-
neers and technologists.
The event featured an im-
pressive showcase of 122
projects, 52 posters, and

‘Techneon 2025°
Showcases the Power of Innovation

14 models, each offering
unique perspectives and
inventive solutions to re-
al-world problems.

From Al-powered proto-
types and sustainable ener-
gy alternatives to advances
in robotics and software
development, the exhibits
reflected both the depth and
diversity of talent within
the student community.

Techneon 2025 provided
a powertul glimpse into the
role emerging technologies
will play in shaping the fu-
ture across industries.

More than a display of
technical prowess, the
event fostered a strong
sense of collaboration and
camaraderie among partic-

ipants.

The infectious energy
and enthusiasm evident
throughout the venue creat-
ed an environment ripe for
learning, connection, and
innovation.

Students had the opportu-
nity to engage with peers,
faculty, and industry pro-
fessionals, building net-
works that may well sup-
port future research and
professional journeys.

The event was further
elevated by the presence
of esteemed Chief Guests
Asmita Murar and Dr.
Amol Gore, whose inspir-
ing speeches encouraged
students to embrace big
dreams and bold ideas.

s

Their  thought-provoking
messages resonated with
the young innovators, re-
inforcing the importance
of curiosity, resilience, and
vision in the pursuit of ex-
cellence.

Adding to the intellectu-
al depth of the event, Vice
Chancellor Dr. Manimala
Puri and Pro-Vice Chancel-
lor Dr. Sudeep Thepade de-
livered insighttul addresses
that urged students to think
critically and creatively
about the role of technol-
ogy in building a better
tomorrow. The guests and
members encouraged stu-
dents towards innovations.

As Techneon 2025 con-
cluded, it left behind a

, strong message—technolo-
| gy, when driven by purpose

and passion, has the power
to transform the world.

With bright ideas, col-
laborative minds, and sup-
portive mentors, the future
envisioned at PCU is not
only promising but truly
boundless..

Exploring Kutch’s Artistic
and Cultural Heritage

Pimpri Chinchwad Uni-
versity (PCU) recently
organized a six-day ed-
ucational trip to Kutch,
Gujarat, for students of its
School of Design, offering
an enriching experience
through the region’s di-
verse art, culture, and his-
tory.

The journey commenced
on a high note with stu-
dents exploring the Hi-
ralaxmi Memorial Craft
Park and Gujarat’s oldest
institution, the Kutch Mu-
seum. These visits provid-
ed deep insights into the
region’s rare folk art and
traditional craftsmanship.

The focus shifted to tex-
tile heritage to Ajrakhpur,
the Living and Learning
(LLDC)

Design Centre

Museum, and Bhujodi—
renowned for its handloom
weaving. The visit to the
UNESCO World Heritage
site of Dholavira, an an-
cient Harappan city, fol-
lowed by a stunning sunset
view at the Rann of Kutch.
The group explored Niro-
na Village, famed for its
Rogan art, and concluded
the day at the ornate Aaina
Mabhal in Bhuj.

The trip provided students
with a deeper understand-
ing of India’s cultural rich-
ness and design heritage.
It successfully combined
academic learning with ex-
periential exploration, of-
fering valuable context for
future designers to draw
inspiration from India’s ar-
tistic legacy.

N\

Yellow is universally ac-
knowledged as the color sym-
bolizing happiness and opti-
mism.

Extensive research indicates
that individuals frequently link
the color yellow with

feelings of cheerfulness and
joy.

This strong association ren-
ders yellow a favored option in
designing and decorating spac-
es intended to foster uplifting
and positive atmospheres. For
instance, incorporating yellow
elements into interior design
can stimulate mental activity
and evoke a sense of warmth
and energy.

Consequently, yellow is often
utilized to create environments
that promote enthusiasm, cre-
ativity, and an overall sense of
well-being.

YOU
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In Chinese and other East
Asian cultures, red symbol-
izes joy and good luck. It’s
widely used during celebra-

like the Lunar New
Year and weddings to attract
prosperity and  happiness.
During the Lunar New
Year, people decorate with
red lanterns and give red en-
velopes  containing  money
to symbolize good fortune.
In weddings, brides often
wear red dresses, and ven-
ues are adorned with red
decorations to ensure a joy-
ful and prosperous union.
Its vibrant hue contin-
ues to hold deep cultural
significance, uniting  tra-
dition with celebration.

tions

AWARE?

Newborns begin to perceive col-
ors within the first few weeks of
life, and red is often the first color
they can distinguish.

This early recognition is large-
ly because red has the longest
wavelength among visible colors,
making it easier for the underde-
veloped photoreceptors in a baby’s
eyes to detect.

As their vision continues to de-
velop, babies gradually begin to
recognize other colors, but red
remains the most stimulating and
noticeable in their early visual ex-
periences.

This is why many baby toys and
books feature bold red elements to
capture their attention. Exposure
to vibrant colors like red can also
aid in visual and cognitive devel-
opment during infancy.

Behind the Voices: Exploring the Bridging Academic Learning at

world of Radio

Students from the Pune School of Media and Commu-
nication Studies, Pimpri Chinchwad University visited
the Radio City 91.1 FM studio in Pune as part of an ed-
ucational industry visit, gaining practical exposure to the

world of radio broadcasting.

During the visit, students had the opportunity to interact
with key professionals including the Radio Jockey, Pro-
gram Head, Program Producer, and Advertising Head.

These interactions offered valuable insights into the be- !
hind-the-scenes workings of a radio station—trom con- :
tent creation and audience engagement to programming :
strategies and advertising operations. g

The session provided a deeper understanding of the :
radio industry’s creative and technical aspects, help-
ing bridge the gap between classroom learning and re- :
al-world media practices. The visit proved to be both :

informative and inspiring.

Mumbai Legislative Assembly

In a remarkable initiative to bridge academic learn-
" ing with practical governance, the School of Law at
Pimpri Chinchwad University successtully organized
:an educational visit to the Mumbai Legislative As-
- sembly. The visit provided students with a unique op-
: portunity to witness the functioning of the state leg-
 islature and deepen their understanding of democratic
processes and legal frameworks.
* Ahighlight of the visit was the enriching interaction
: with three prominent Members ot the Legislative As-
: sembly, Shri Mahesh Landge (MLA, Bhosari Vidhan
: Sabha), Shri Siddharth Shirole (MLA, Shivaji Nagar
Vidhan Sabha), and Shri Sunil Shelke (MLA, Maval).
- The MLAs engaged with the students in meaningful
- discussions about legislative proceedings, the role of

: elected representatives, and current policy challenges.

: Students gained first-hand exposure to the workings
tof parliamentary procedures, debates, and deci-
: sion-making processes within the Assembly.

Al Takes Center Stage: PCU’s Delhi HR Conclave Pioneers the Future of Human Resources

Pimpri Chinchwad Uni-
versity (PCU), in collab-
oration with HR Shapers,
hosted the Delhi edition
of its HR Conclave Chap-
ter, setting a precedent for
thought leadership in stra-
tegic human resource man-
agement.

Building on the success
of the Pune conclave, this
event created a robust plat-
form for industry leaders,
government dignitaries,
and HR professionals to
share insights and ideas,
with a central focus on
integrating artificial intel-
ligence (AI) into HR prac-
tices.

Held at the India Interna-

tional Centre, the conclave
spotlighted the transforma-
tive role of Al in redefining
human resource strategies,
especially in the face of In-
dia’s ambitious goal to be-
come a $5 trillion economy
by 2027.

The  thought-provoking
panel discussion, “Oppor-
tunities in the Era of Al
and Upskilling with AL”
explored the intersection
of technological innova-
tion and human-centric ap-
proaches.

The event featured distin-
guished dignitaries whose
perspectives enriched the
discussions. Shri Prataprao
Jadhav, Minister of State

for Health and Family Wel-
fare, underscored the im-
portance of preserving the
irreplaceable human touch
amid technological ad-
vancements.

Shri Anandrao Patil, Sec-

retary of the Department
of School Education and
Literacy, emphasized in-
novative HR practices in
fostering talent and driving
educational reforms. Add-
ing depth to the dialogue,

Shri Sushil Gaikwad, Exec-
utive Director at the Min-
istry of Defence,
strategies for effective HR
management in high-pres-
sure environments.

Shri Harshvardhan Patil,
Chancellor of PCU, presid-
ed over the event and deliv-
ered an inspiring address
highlighting the pivotal
role HR professionals play
in organizational success.

His remarks encouraged
attendees to embrace the
transformative initiatives
at PCU’s Pune campus, re-
inforcing the university’s
holistic approach to educa-
tion and development.

b Mr.Vaibhav Patil
shared b Mr.Yuvraj Bodake
b Mr.Aditya Gawade
b Mr.Paras Kadam

b Ms.Prerna Kadam

: b MrYesh Yengade
b (MBA International

b Mr.Anurudh Nair

Top Placements of
the Month

(Blinkit)
(Blinkit )
(Blinkit )
(Neyamoo)

(Zomato)

(Hero Fincorp)

(Hero Fincorp)

Congratulations !!!
PCU is Proud of You

OISO OO OO OO OO0

ONLY FOR PRIVATE CIRCULATION. The Authenticity and Responsibility of Information, Opinion Expressed in Articles & Notifications of PCU's Bhashyam rests with Author.



“Nature’s first green is gold,
Her hardest hue to hold.

Her early leaves are flowers—
But only so for hours;

Then leaves subside to leaves.
In Autumn she achieves

A still more golden blaze

But nothing golden stays”
-Robert Frost

“To see a world in a grain of sand
And a heaven in a wild flower,

Hold infinity in the palm of your hand
And eternity in an hour”

-William Blake
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Expressed by Riddhi Pundge

Media and Communication Studies

(EY)

(EY)

Expressed by Mauli Chavan
School of Media and Communication Studies

Expressed by: Nabarun
Sharma
School of Media and Communicaq-
tion Studies (F.Y)

Expressed by Varun Survanshi School of Media
and Communication Studies (F.Y)
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-PEACE

Expressed by Atharva
School of Engineering (EY)

[

Expressed by Darshan Gaikwad

School of Engineering (S.Y)

From the water to the air,
Her love is everywhere.
She cares for every living being,
Cradling them gently in her lap.
Her love is equal for everyone,
Just [ike a mother’s embrace.
She loves her billions of children,
With a Rindness that Rnows no end.
She is an old, wise lady,
And everything is a part of fer.
Her eyes shine like twinkling stars,
And the cold wind flows through her

hair,

Drifting softly with the clouds.
She is not human-
She is the Earth,
Our Mother Earth.

- Prachi Sajwani (F.Y Clinical Psychology)

Stress can be beneficial if managed properly

Prof. Ruchu Kuthiala, Head
of the School of Sciences at
Pimpri Chinchwad Universi-
ty, recently shared valuable
insights on coping with ex-
am-related stress especial-
ly as students begin to feel
overwhelmed with exams
approaching. She addressed
key issues such as anxiety
and poor concentration, not-
ing that stress is often the
root cause behind ineffective
time management and lack of
subject prioritization, which,
in turn, increases pressure
during exams. She empha-
sized that discipline and fol-
lowing a structured timetable
can significantly help in man-
aging stress.

Prof. Kuthiala also spoke
about the challenges stu-
dents face while transition-
ing to university life, such
as adapting to new cultures
and unfamiliar environments
particularly difficult during
the first year. She encour-
aged students to stay focused
on their academic goals and
to remember their purpose
for being at the university.
To boost memory and con-
centration during exams, she
stressed the importance of
maintaining good physical
health. Irregular eating habits
or skipping meals can result
in low energy levels and poor
focus. She recommended
group study sessions for shar-
ing notes and staying motivat-
ed and encouraged students
to consult professors and use

trusted online resources for
academic support.

She highlighted the distinc-
tion between normal stress
and clinical anxiety. While
mild stress can actually en-

ing, and excessive screen
time often signals of deeper
emotional struggles. These
actions are frequently rooted
in unmet emotional needs,
high expectations, or a lack of

hance performance, severe support. For example, people
anxiety may  over-
may man- eat or avoid
ifest  as food during
physical stressful
symp - times in an
toms like attempt  to
trembling feel a sense
or mood of  control.
swings. Cravings
In  such for sugar or
cases, she salty foods
advocated may  offer
for seek- temporary
ing pro- relief  but
fessional can damage
help early health over
on. time. Thus,

Prof. Prof. em-
a l s o Profi Ruchu Kuthiala, Head of the phasized the
po inted School of Sciences, PCU importance
out that of identify-

people cope with stress in dif-
ferent ways such as writing,
talking to someone, or spend-
ing time in nature. She em-
phasized the importance of
finding a non-judgmental out-
let for emotions, whether it be
journaling, seeking therapy,
or expressing oneself through
art or music. She cautioned
against unhealthy habits like
smoking or substance abuse,
which may appear as coping
strategies but are ultimately
harmful.

She also addressed behav-
iors like binge eating, nail-bit-

ing and addressing these un-
derlying emotional triggers
to effectively overcome such
habits.

Touching on peer pressure
and risky behaviors, she dis-
cussed how teenagers may
turn to drugs, alcohol, vaping,
or smoking, especially after
leaving home, in an effort
to fit in or escape emotional
pain. Students may assume
“everyone is doing it” or
fear being excluded socially.
These substances may offer
a short-term high but have
long-term negative effects on

mental and physical health,
impacting the brain, heart,
immune system, skin, and
even fertility

She underscored the role of
education and awareness in
equipping students to make
responsible choices. Informed
and emotionally supported
young people are less likely
to fall into harmful behaviors

In her message to teachers
and parents, Prof. Kuthiala
emphasized the need for a
compassionate, collaborative
approach to supporting stu-
dents during exams.

Open, clear, and consistent
communication between par-
ents, teachers, and friends is
essential. She also appreciat-
ed the availability of student
counselling at PCU’s Rahat
center and encouraged par-
ents and educators to learn
how to recognize when a
child is struggling so they can
guide them toward profes-
sional help if needed.

She concluded by remind-
ing everyone that every
child is unique. Compari-
sons and pressure to follow
unsuitable paths only add to
stress. Instead, offering emo-
tional support and fostering
healthy communication can
make a meaningful differ-
ence in students’ academ-
ic performance and overall
well-being  during exams.

- Interviewer (Aditi Salve
and Veidehi Chaturvedit)

Celebrating the Spirit
of Yomanhood

Pimpri Chinchwad University celebrat-
ed International Women’s Day, with great
enthusiasm and heartfelt tributes to the
strength, spirit, and contributions of women
within the university community.

The event was graced by the presence
of Vice Chancellor Dr. Manimala Puri and
Pro Vice Chancellor Dr. Sudeep Thepade,
who addressed the audience with inspiring
messages. They emphasized the importance
of recognizing women’s achievements and
continuing efforts towards their empower-
ment in all walks of life.

A special cultural program was organized
to honor the women faculty members, who
enthusiastically showcased their talents be-
yond the academic sphere. The event was
marked by joy, creativity, and a strong sense
of camaraderie, with faculty members ¢x-
pressing gratitude for the opportunity to ex-
press themselves.

The female members also shared heart-
felt messages and performed thought-pro-
voking skits and songs that celebrated
women’s achievements and contributions
across different sectors of society. Their
performances reflected the shared commit-
ment to promoting equality and respect.

The celebration not only recog-
nized the power of womanhood but also
served as a platform to encourage dia-
logue on gender equity and empower-
ment. It stood as a powerful reminder of
the university’s ongoing commitment to
creating a more inclusive, supportive,

and progressive academic environment.

A
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“Success is the ability to
go from failure to failure
without losing your enthu-

siasm.”
-Winston Churchill

sPCU 8

to write,

“Unitll the Lion learns how

every story will glorify
the hunter”
- African Proverb

PCU Vasundhara: Building Sustainable Future

Pimpri Chinchwad Universi-
ty (PCU) marked a significant
stride in its sustainability jour-
ney by hosting “PCU Vasund-
hara”, a pioneering initiative
that seamlessly blended envi-
ronmental consciousness with
innovation in green technolo-
gy-

The event, jointly organized
by the School of Management
and the School of Computer
Applications, was held in col-
laboration with the National
Cooperative Development
Corporation (NCDC), under
the Ministry of Cooperation. It
stood as a proud reflection of
PCU’s ongoing commitment
to sustainable development
and cooperative advancement.

The day commenced with
an inspiring tree plantation
drive, where students, faculty
members, and esteemed guests

came together in a united effort
to promote ecological respon-
sibility.

With hands in the soil and
purpose in their actions, par-
ticipants contributed not just to
the campus greenery but also
to a larger movement toward
environmental preservation.

As the momentum of the day
continued, the Green-Tech
Seminar emerged as a vibrant
platform for discussions cen-
tered on eco-innovation and
sustainable technologies.

Experts from diverse fields
presented compelling insights
into how cooperative develop-
ment models can lead the way
for a more sustainable India.

The event was further en-
riched by the presence of dis-
tinguished guest Lt. Col. Vinit
Narayan, Regional Director
of NCDC, whose valuable

insights and guidance added

depth and gravitas to the oc- :
. students from Pimpri
. Chinchwad Universi-
: ty visited Goa to gain
. practical insights into [§
operative bodies in shaping :
a more resilient and eco-con- : 3
: Distillery in Cunco- [
© lim,
: the
process, including the use of
: traditional copper pot stills
: and maturation in American
: oak barrels.
. also toured a local cashew
: processing facility, witness-
growth but also environmental :

' PCU Commemorates Dr. B R. Ambedkar’s Legacy

it left an indelible mark on all :

casion,

His address emphasized the
role of collaboration between
academic Institutions and co-

scious future.

‘PCU  Vasundhara’ served
not just as an event, but as a
powerful statement of the uni-
versity’s ethos, one that em-
braces education, action, and
innovation in equal measure.
It underscored PCU’s vision of
nurturing not only intellectual

stewardship.
As the initiative concluded,

attendees, encouraging a re-
newed sense of responsibility
toward the planet and reaffirm-

fostering sustainable, commu-
nity-driven progress.

_ iin collaboration
: with the School of Law.

MBA Students Explore Goa s Industries

MBA International

business operations. &
At the Paul John

they observed
whisky-making

The students

ing the stages from shelling
to packaging, and under-
standing the industry’s role
in both domestic and inter-
national markets.

The trip also included
a visit to the vibrant local

markets, where stu-
§l dents engaged with
small business owners
to understand the dy-
namics of retail and
entrepreneurship. They
explored how these lo-
{ cal businesses cater to
both tourism and the
local population.

This hands-on experience
provided the MBA students
with a broader perspective
on global trade, supply chain
management and the signifi-
cance of cultural awareness.

PCU paid a heart-

. felt tribute to the
: Chief Architect of
: 1= : the Indian Consti-
ing PCU’s role as a leader in " tution, Dr.
: Ambedkar, through
- a special Book Ex- |
" hibition
. by the PCU Library

B. R.

organized

ing a just society.

The exhibition at-
tracted  enthusiastic
| participation from
students, faculty, and
staff, who engaged
deeply with the di-
{ verse collection of
| books and literature

The exhibition served as

a thoughtful reminder of

Dr. Ambedkar’s immense

. contributions to Tndian so-
: ciety and his unwavering
: commitment
* equality, and knowledge.

to justice,

The event was inaugu-

rated by Pro Vice Chan-
cellor Dr. Sudeep Thepade,
who addressed the gather-
ing with a motivating mes-
sage on the relevance of
Dr. Ambedkar’s vision in
today’s world.

He emphasized the role
of education in empower-
ing individuals and foster-

reflecting Dr. Ambed-
kar’s scholarly works, so-
cio-political contributions,
and constitutional insights.
PCU continues to up-
hold the ideals of Dr.
Ambedkar, encouraging
its community to strive for
knowledge-driven growth
and inclusive progress.
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“Only when the last

tree is cut down, the last
fish eaten, and the last
stream poisoned, you
will realise that you can-
not eat money.” - Cree
Indian Proverb
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INSPIRE

PCU Showcases Future-Ready Education

at GETEX

impri Chinchwad

P University  (PCU),

Pune, proudly partic-

ipated in the prestigious GE-

TEX Dubai 2025, held from

at the Dubai World Trade

Centre, as part of the “Study
in India” initiative.

Recognized as one of In-
dia’s Top Emerging Private
Universities, PCU presented
its diverse academic offer-
ings and global vision to as-
piring students and parents
from across the region.

The event was inaugurated
by Mr. Satish Kumar Sivan,
Consul General of India in
Dubai, who graced the In-
dian Pavilion as the Chief
Guest.

During the inaugural day,
Dr. Girish Desai, Exec-
utive Director of Pimpri
Chinchwad Education Trust
(PCET), and Mr. Jamir Mul-
la, Head — Marketing & In-
ternational Outreach at PCU,
had the privilege of engaging
with Mr. Sivan at the Consul
General’s Desk.

Dr. Desai highlighted the

legacy, vision, and rap-
id progress of PCET and
PCU. He also introduced
the CIWG  Scholarship
Scheme—an initiative offer-
ing up to 50% scholarships
exclusively for Indian expat
students from the UAE and
other GCC countries. The
scholarship  announcement
was warmly received and
appreciated by Mr. Sivan,
who acknowledged PCU’s
efforts in promoting accessi-
ble global education for the
Indian diaspora

The PCU delegation had en-
riching interactions with pro-
spective students and their
families, offering personal-
ized career counselling and
information on undergrad-
uate and postgraduate pro-
grams such as BBA, BCA,
B.Tech, B.Design, MBA,
M.Tech, M.Des, B.Pharm,
and more.

Discussions revolved arow-
und international academic
pathways, industry partner-
ships, and emerging oppor-
tunities in technology and

Dubai 2025

innovation.

With a robust ecosystem
of 36+ global academic col-
laborations and over 50 in-
dustry partnerships, PCU
emphasized its commitment
to preparing students for a
future-ready world.

The response at GETEX
was overwhelmingly pos-
itive, with the university’s
stall (Stall IP-10 at Zabeel
Hall 6) witnessing significant
footfall and engagement.
“We are proud to represent
India on such a global plat-
form and share our commit-
ment to academic excellence
and innovation,” said Mr.
Jamir Mulla.

“Our presence at GETEX
reinforces PCU’s mission to
empower international stu-
dents with transformative
education and global expo-
sure.”

As PCU continues its out-
reach beyond borders, the
university remains steadfast
in its pursuit of delivering
holistic, global, and inclu-
sive education.

PCU Honored with
EducationWorld India Higher
Education Ranking Award 2025-26

Pimpri Chinchwad Education
Trust’s (PCET) Pimpri Chinchwad
University (PCU), Pune has added
yet another feather to its cap by
securing the 8th Rank in the cat-
egory of Private Multidisciplinary
Universities — Maharashtra in the
prestigious EducationWorld India
Higher Education Rankings 2025-
26.

This recognition marks a signif-
icant milestone for PCU, achieved
within just two years of its estab-
lishment.

The award was presented during
a formal felicitation ceremony
graced by eminent personalities
from academia and the public
sphere.

Ms. Dolly Mishra, PCU’s repre-
sentative from the Delhi Regional
Office, proudly accepted the honor
on behalf of the university.

The event witnessed the es-
teemed presence of Mr. Arun

Singh Dhumal, Chairman of the

uuuuuu

-

Indian Premier League (IPL) and
former Treasurer of the BCCI, as
the Chief Guest, adding grandeur
to the occasion.

The rankings were based on
a comprehensive national-level
survey conducted by GrayQuest,
evaluating universities on multi-
ple parameters including academic
excellence, faculty quality, infra-
structure, innovation, and student
satisfaction.

This prestigious recognition is a
testament to the visionary leader-
ship, academic rigor, and relentless
dedication of the entire PCU team
right from the Hon’ble Trustees to
the academic and administrative
staff.

It also reflects the wuniversi-
ty’s commitment to delivering
high-quality, future-oriented edu-
cation within a global framework.

Expressing gratitude on this
proud occasion, the university ex-
tended heartfelt thanks to all stake-
holders, especially the
Hon’ble Trustees, fac-
(W ulty members, and staff,
- whose consistent sup-
port and belief in PCU’s
mission have made this
5 achievement possible.

As PCU continues its
‘ journey of academic ex-
cellence and global en-

these reinforce its sta-
tus as one of India’s top
emerging universities
in the private education
landscape.

“Every Marathi Individual is an Ambassador of Maharashtra” - Sachin Itkar

“Jai Jai Maharashtra Ma-
jha” Resonates in Dubai
on Behalf of Marathi
Professionals ~ Pimpri,
Pune, One hundred and
five martyrs sacrificed
their lives for the forma-
tion of the state of Maha-
rashtra.

The unified Maharash-
tra came into existence
on May 1, 1960. Today,
Mabharashtra is recog-
nized nationally as a
progressive state across
various sectors, includ-
ing agriculture, educa-
tion, and several other
industries. The contri-
bution of Marathi indi-
viduals dispersed across
the country and abroad
is significant in this com-
prehensive progress of
the state. Every Marathi
person settled in Dubai
for business or employ-
ment is an ambassador
of Maharashtra, asserted
Sachin Itkar, Member of
the Governing Council
of Pimpri Chinchwad

University.

To commemo-
rate Maharashtra
Day, the organi-
zation  Marathi

Professionals o

hosted the pro-
gram ‘Jai Jai Ma- ®
harashtra Majha’ |
in Dubai on May

4th.

Present on N |
this occasion |
were  Somnath L ’!
Patil, Manager } -
at Dubai Elec- Lot

tricity and Wa-

ter Authority, Founder
President of Dubai Pro-
fessionals and a native
of Belgaum; Dr. Girish
Desai, Executive Direc-
tor of Pimpri Chinchwad
Education Trust; Zamir
Mulla, Head of Market-
ing at Pimpri Chinchwad
University; along with
Ravindra ~ Deshmukh,
Indrajeet Shinde, Atul
Vispute, Ravindra Desai,
Narayan Tiwari, Sun-
ny Sutar, Nikhil Joshi,

Chandrashekhar Jadhav,
Shivaji  Patil, Vitho-
ba Aher, Amit Bhosle,
Shekhar Diwadkar, Nitin
Jadhav, Sadanand Bho-
yar, Vijay Kadam, Men-
ka Joshi, and numerous
other Marathi officers
and entrepreneurs resid-
ing in Dubai.

Mr. Itkar further stated
that all Marathi people
have contributed to the
progress of Maharashtra
in agriculture, education,

industry, trade, cooper-
ation, literature, culture,

arts, sports, science,
technology, and health-
care.

He also mentioned that
Pimpri Chinchwad Uni-
versity, located at Saate,
Vadgaon Maval under
the Pimpri Chinchwad
Education Trust, is well-
equipped to take a signif-
icant leap forward in the
field of education at the
international level.

The  cultural
program  show-
cased Maharash-
tra’s tradition of
valor, along with
folk culture and
heritage, through
performances by
local Marathi res-
idents.

Along with the
Mabharashtra state
anthem, the na-
tional anthems of
the UAE and In-
dia were present-
ed, conveying a
message of unity.

More than 200 fam-
ilies participated in the
event. Young women and
ladies welcomed every-
one by playing the Dhol
and Zanj.

The program com-
menced with a Ganesh
Vandana, followed by
the presentation of Bha-
jans, folk songs, Koli
songs, and Lavani.

Somnath  Patil  ex-
pressed the importance

of contributing to the
bright future of the
youth in the villages
from which they origi-
nated.

He announced that
Maharashtra Day would
be celebrated annually
in Dubai moving for-
ward, and that Marathi
Professionals and Pim-
pri Chinchwad Universi-
ty would act as a bridge
for the advancement of
the Marathi community.

President of Pimpri
Chinchwad  Education
Trust Dnyaneshwar
Landge, Vice President
Padmatatai Bhosle,
Secretary Vitthal Kalb-
hor, Treasurer Shan-
taram Garade, Trustee
and Chancellor of PCU
Harshvardhan Patil,
entrepreneurs  Ajinkya
Kalbhor, and Narendra
Landge extended their
online greetings for Ma-
harashtra Day to every-
one.
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Book Recommendation:

1984

-George Orwell

It is a dystopian novel set in a totalitarian regime
where Big Brother watches every move. It follows
Winston Smith, a man who dares to question the
oppressive system that manipulates truth and controls
thought. Through a chilling portrayal of surveillance,
censorship, and propaganda, Orwell warns of a future
stripped of freedom.

Movie Recommendation:

Movie Name: The Human Element:
Centred around climate change, The Human Flement
chronicles the quest of environmental photographer
James Balog to highlight how the four clements — air,
earth, water and fire — are being altered by the fifth
element of human activity. Pioneering in its videogra-
phy, the docurmcenlary reveals how global warming has
drastically contribufed to wildfires and hurricanes that

disrupt human-nature balance.

Eduvisionary Summit

Fosters
Global Dialogue in
Dubai

impri Chinchwad University (PCU),

Pune, under the aegis of Pimpri

Chinchwad Education Trust (PCET),
successfully hosted the Eduvisionary Summit
at Hotel Ramada Plaza, Downtown Dubai.

The summit served as a vibrant platform for
school principals and counsellors from across
the United Arab Emirates to engage in mean-
ingful dialogue on global education pathways
and cross-border academic collaboration.

The event witnessed the presence of distin-
guished dignitaries, with Mr. Sachin Itkar,
Governing Body Member of PCU and Vice
President of Maharashtra Economic Develop-
ment Council (MEDC), delivering the keynote
address.

In his talk titled “Bridging Horizons and Em-
powering Future Leaders through Global Ed-
ucation,” Mr. Itkar emphasized the growing
influence and potential of India’s global educa-
tion ecosystem.

He invited UAE-based educators to explore
Pune, India, fondly known as the Oxford of the
East, as a premier destination for higher edu-
cation.

Dr. Girish Desai, Executive Director of PCU,
extended a warm welcome to all attendees
and felicitated the participating principals and
counsellors for their invaluable contributions to
shaping future generations.

Dr. Desai also proudly announced exclusive
scholarships for Indian students residing in the
UAE, reaffirming PCU’s commitment to sup-
porting international student aspirations.

Further enriching the summit, Mr. Jamir Mul-
la, Head, Marketing and International Outreach
at PCU, presented the university’s vision, aca-
demic strengths, and global positioning.

He outlined the diverse range of undergradu-
ate and postgraduate programs offered by PCU,
along with a detailed explanation of the admis-
sion process, scholarship opportunities, and
key upcoming dates.

The Eduvisionary Summit served as a for-
ward-looking initiative, aimed at deepening
academic ties between India and the UAE, and
promoting international student mobility.

Attendees expressed appreciation for the in-
formative and collaborative nature of the event,
which set the stage for future partnerships and
student engagement.

Pimpri Chinchwad University continues to
lead the way in fostering global education op-
portunities and building a truly international
academic community.

In a proud and momen-

tous occasion, Pimpri

Chinchwad  University
(PCU), Pune, under the ae-
gis of Pimpri Chinchwad
Education Trust (PCET),
had the distinguished
honor of felicitating the
eminent members of the
State Press Club, Madhya
Pradesh during the 17th
edition of the Bhartiya Pa-
trakarita Mahotsav, held in
Indore.

The prestigious three-
day conclave, themed “Al
Transformation,” brought
together over 200 journal-
ists, media professionals,
and academicians from
across India to engage in
rich, insightful dialogues
about the evolving land-

scape of journalism and

Patrakarita Ma

Ll =N
communication in the era
of artificial intelligence.

The felicitation was con-
ducted by Dr. Girish De-
sai, Executive Director of
PCET, Pune, who applaud-
ed the vital role journalists
play in shaping informed
societies and upholding
democratic values.

He acknowledged the
Press Club’s consistent
contribution to responsi-
ble and ethical journalism,
especially in the dynamic
age of technological ad-
vancement.

The event featured vi-
brant panel discussions
and keynote sessions on
the impact of Artificial In-
telligence across various
sectors, including Educa-
tion, Journalism, Politics,

PCU Felicitates Journalistic Excellence at the

hotsav, Indore
"'\'f\' |

i‘ :
Elections, and Healthcare.
Participants explored the
potential of Al to both em-
power and challenge tradi-
tional practices, urging the
media to adapt ethically
and innovatively.

By participating in such
a prestigious national plat-
form, PCU reinforced its
commitment to engaging
with the broader academ-
ic and media community,
advocating for progressive
conversations at the inter-
section of technology and
social impact.

The university extends its
heartfelt congratulations
to all awardees and partic-
ipants, and looks forward
to fostering more such
thought-provoking collab-
orations in the future.

ARE YOU AWARE?

Urban green spaces, such as
parks, gardens, green rooftops,
and tree-lined streets—play
a vital role in making cities
more sustainable and livable.
These natural elements help
absorb harmful pollutants like
carbon dioxide and particulate

The fast fashion industry, driv-
en by mass production and rapid
consumer turnover, is a major
contributor to global pollution
and climate change producing
more carbon emissions than in-
ternational aviation and maritime

PCU’S INSIGHTS

Empowering Minds Through : PCU Student Shines at National
: Coding Contest

Connectivity

£ Chinchwad
ok versity successfully
hosted a hands-on :

Pimpri -
Uni- *

In a moment of
great pride for
PCET’s Pimpri
Chinchwad Uni-

Workshop on Net-
working Fundamen- :

versity  (PCU),

shipping combined. It relies heav-
Soham Kotalwar,

ily on resource-intensive process-

matter, significantly improving
air quality. Additionally, they

Solar energy is one of the most

lower the urban heat island abundantand cleanest sources of es, using vast amounts of water, ‘ / Eils l‘anq Practlce}ls a  Second-Year
effect by cooling surrounding ~power available on Earth. Every yyic dyes, and synthetic fabrics | | gRgAtons, ol B .'Tech student,
areas, which is especially im- hour, the sun delivers enough en- .+ ofien end up in landfills or | —_— Y fering studer.xts and§ clinched the
portant as cities become more  ergy to meet the world’s total en- o eans. The constant demand for Bt By nusiasts of Third Place in the
densely populated and prone ergy demands for an entire year t dynamic platform to : highly prestigious
h B . 8y Y€aL  pew trends leads to overproduc- T T e & KWithIndi
to heatwaves. By integrating yet much of this potential re- : HackWithIndia

tion and waste, putting immense
pressure on the environment. Em-
bracing slow fashion—through
mindful buying, upcycling, thrift-
ing, and supporting sustainable or
ethical brands can significantly re-
duce your environmental impact.

nature into urban planning, cit-
ies can combat climate change
while creating healthier envi-
ronments for their residents.
Beyond environmental bene-
fits, green spaces have a pro-
found impact on human mental
health and well-being.

standing of essential networking concepts. : Coding Contest, held at Microsoft’s Mumbai campus
The session was expertly led by Mr. Amol Shende, a :on 12th April 2025.
seasoned professional from Seven Mentor, who brought : The national-level competition brought togeth-
with him deep industry insights and an engaging teach- : er some of the brightest and most promising young
ing style. Held on campus, the workshop was designed : coders from across India. Soham’s outstanding per-
to bridge the gap between theoretical knowledge and re- : formance showcased not only his technical brilliance,
al-world implementation of networking systems. “but also his ability to think innovatively under pres-
From foundational concepts such as IP addressing, sub- : sure making him stand out among hundreds of com-
netting, and routing to practical demonstrations and inter- : petitive participants.
active Q&A rounds, participants were exposed to critical : HackWithIndia, known for being a platform for
components of modern network infrastructure. :problem-solving, algorithmic thinking, and re-
Mr. Shende’s interactive methodology not only kept éal-world coding challenges, provided an intense
the attendees engaged but also encouraged them to ap- :and enriching environment. Soham’s achievement
ply these skills to real-time challenges faced in the IT :was supported by the dedicated mentorship of Prof.
industry. The workshop was met with enthusiastic partic- : Ashwini Biradar, Prof. Eshwari Kulkarni, and Dr.
ipation and appreciation, reflecting the growing interest : Sagar Pande, whose academic and motivational guid-
among students in industry-relevant technical training.  "ance played a crucial role throughout the journey.

mains untapped. Advancements
in solar technology have made
it more efficient and increasing-
ly affordable, making it a prac-
tical solution for households,
businesses, and even entire cit-
ies. By harnessing solar pow-
er, we can drastically cut down

on the use of fossil fuels, reduce
greenhouse gas emissions, and
combat climate change. More-
over, solar panels offer long-term
savings by lowering electricity
bills and reducing dependence
on the traditional power grid.

Top Placements of the Month

Mr. Shivshakti Singh ~ Mr. Hamiddin Cha- ~ Mr. Jagat Kuda

Mr. Sagar Gaikawad ~ manshaikh Mr. Yash Yengade
Mr. Vaibhav Nikam Mr. Niranjan Narole ~ Mr. Anuradh Nair
Mr. Abhishek Gawade ~Mr. Shashank Mali Ms. Kishori Chavhan

Building Bridges Beyond Borders: PCU Participates in Korea Edu Tour Roadshow

impri Chinchwad || highlighted PCU’s com- :
Education
Trust’s  Pimpri

mitment to expanding :

tive Director, Pimpri
Chinchwad Education

Trust, Mr. Myong Kil its international foot- : | Mr GaneshKhade  Ms. SakshiBhosale  Ms. Akansha Natak
Chinchwad University Yun, Regional Director print through active i | Mo PranadliKakade ms‘éd_“liNag_l; e
ot . . : r. Tejas Patil s. Vaishnavi Janjire r. Sai Waikar

(PCU) proudly parthI' SAARC & KTO ll’ldla, academic collabora- : Mr. Vishal Kolhe Ms. Shweta Gan- Mr. Hitesh Parmar

pated in the Korea Edu Ms. Neha Chaudhary, tions and exchange pro- : | MsDivyaDJadhav  gawane M. Abhishek Kakade
et : _ : | Mr. Chirag Gupta Mr. Vaibhav Kirtane ~ Mr. Ritesh Bhai

Tour Roadshovy Pune’ Assistant Manager . grams. He underhned . | Mr. Abhijit Harde Ms. Khushi Gupta Ms. Dnyaneshwar
an event dedicated to MICE, KTO India, the shared educational : | Ms. Sanskriti Bhamare Ms. Sakshi Raut Nimble
fostering internation- Dr. Dinesh Amalnekar, values between India : | Ms SanchiSadaphule Mr. Viraj Kholne Ms. Shivani Sangle

1 d d llab Advi R h & d S h . | Mr. Kamlesh Shirude ~ Mr. Vaibhav Hande Ms. Damini kalekar
d . dCaCemIC CO_ a. 9= VlSOI'. - €searc a.n Out‘ Korea> par- ¢ | Mr Devendra Mr. Mayur Bandpatte ~ Mr. Jayesh Khairnar
rations and building International Academ- ticularly in the areas of : | Chaudhari Mr. Shreyas Shejal ~ Ms. Laveena Borade
strong educational N iCS, PCCOE & PCU, research, innovation, : Mr. Aadesh Patil Mr. Shubham Ms. Varsha Mali

Mr. Sharad Pawar Kshirsagar Mr. Aniket Alai

bridges between India
and South Korea.

Held in Pune, the road-
show served as a vibrant
platform for dialogues
on global education,
cross-cultural partner-
ships, and the future of
student exchange pro-

grams.
The day was marked
by insightful sessions,
shared visions, and
strategic discussions on
creating meaningful ac-
ademic pathways across
borders.

The event was graced

by a distinguished pan-

el of dignitaries and
education leaders, in-
cluding, Dr. Shailendra
Deolankar, Director,
Directorate of Higher
Education, Government
of Maharashtra, Dr.
Girish Desai, Execu-

Ms. Alka Chakraborty,
HOD - Chemistry, MIT
School, Pune were pres-
ent at the event.
Speaking at the event,
Dr. Girish Desai empha-
sized the importance of
global partnerships in
higher education and

and student mobility. :
Throughout the day, :
participants engaged :
in stimulating conver- :
sations around Korea’s :
higher education offer- :
ings, scholarship oppor- :
tunities, and institution- :
al collaborations. :

Mr. Aditya Halkude
Mr. Rohit Sawant
Mr. Vishwajeeet
Adamane

Mr. Ajit Jadhav

Mr. Kunal Ahire
Ms. Rutuja Taral
Ms. Rutuja Varal
Mr. Aniket Tonage
Mr. Varun Patil

Ms. Ashiyana Bhaldar
Ms. Shruti Jadhav

Mr. Anshuman Pawar
Mr. Vikas Singh

Mr. Shishir Mule

Mr. Rohan Jadhav
Mr. Sanket Choud-
hary

Mr. Yatan Sharma
Mr. Harsh Shrivastav
Ms. Jahnvi Srivastav
Mr. Gunjeshkumar
Singh

Mr. Himanshu Mittal

Mr. Onkar Kale

Mr. Pavan Kokane
Mr. Gaurav Jadhav
Mr. Shreyas Bhosale
Mr. Parth Zirape
Mr. Nilam Auti

Ms. Shreya Varute

Congratulations !!!
PCU is Proud of You

OISO OO OO OO OO0
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“We don’t have to engage in grand,
heroic actions to participate in change.
Small acts, when multiplied by mil-
lions of people, can transform the

world.” - Howard Zinn

“Do not wait for extraordinary
circumstances to do good action; try

to use ordinary situations.” - Jean-Paul
Richter

Expressions Beyond Words

Media and Communication Studies
(FY)

Expressed by Akash Patil

School of Media and Communication

Studies (F.Y)

Expressed by Mauli Chavan
School of Media and Communication Studies
(EY)

Expressed by: Nabarun Sarmah
School of Media and Communication
Studies (F.Y)

Expressed by: Deeksha Bhandari
Assistant Professor
School of Pharmacy

Expressed by Ayush Ade

School of Media and Communication Studies

(EY)

Expressed by Darshan Gaikwad
School of Engineering (S.Y)

Expressed by Aditi Munajl

School of Media and Communication
Studies (EY)

From mush to Mushroom: Exploring Bio fortification

and Sustainability through Fungal Studies

n a remark-
able stride
towards  ex-
periential learning
and  sustainabili-
ty-driven research,
Dr. Amruta Desai, faculty at the School
of Sciences, Pimpri Chinchwad Uni-
versity (PCU), recently led a short-term
research project on mushroom cultur-
ing that has been hailed as a milestone
in the university’s academic innovation
journey.

The project, conducted as part of the
Food Microbiology curriculum for Se-
mester V students from the Nutrition
and Dietetics program, offered students
an immersive research experience.

Focusing on oyster mushrooms, known
for their rapid growth and adaptability,
the project explored the effects of en-
vironmental variables such as moisture
levels, light exposure, and different
growing substrates—including straw,
sawdust, and used coffee grounds.

Designed with real-world application
in mind, the project not only provid-
ed practical exposure to biological re-
search methods but also introduced stu-
dents to key concepts in sustainability
and food security.

“The goal was to give students a re-
al-world research experience,” said
Dr. Amruta Desai, who supervised and

mentored the project.

“It’s about cultivating
scientific thinking while
also connecting students
to the ecological and so-
cial dimensions of food
production.”

Student response was
overwhelmingly positive.
“I was surprised at how
sensitive mushrooms are
to their environment,” re-
marked Uphale Paneri,
one of the participants.

“Even small changes
made a big difference in
how they grew,” she added.

As students harvested their mushroom
clusters, they walked away not only
with a yield of edible fungi but with
valuable insights into environmental
science, waste recycling, and the role
of fungi in ecosystem health.

Dr. Sudeep D. Thepade, Pro Vice
Chancellor of PCU, lauded the initia-
tive, stating, “This kind of research not
only teaches science but fosters curios-
ity, critical thinking, and responsibility.
Projects like these are where science
becomes real and relevant.”

The project’s success has opened av-
enues for expanding future research,
possibly involving advanced species
of mushrooms, composting, and even
urban agriculture models. It has also
been appreciated across departments
for promoting sustainability, innova-
tion, and applied learning—hallmarks
of PCU’s commitment to holistic and
future-ready education.

As PCU continues to pioneer inter-
disciplinary and impact-oriented edu-
cation, this initiative stands as a proud
testament to what thoughtful mentor-
ship and engaged learning can achieve.

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar’s Vision for Education:
A Pathway to Social Change

- By Dr. Prasannata Ramtirthe
Assistant Professor, PCU

s an academician and educator, 1
Ahave always been deeply inspired
by the vision and ideals of Dr. Ba-
basaheb Ambedkar. Beyond his role as the
principal architect of the Indian Constitution,
Dr. Ambedkar was a profound thinker, econo-
mist, and a revolutionary educationist. His be-
lief in the transformative power of education
continues to resonate with me and with many
others who see learning as a force for social
change.

Coming from a marginalized community
himself, Dr. Ambedkar had firsthand experi-
ence of systemic discrimination. He saw ed-
ucation not just as a means to acquire knowl-
edge but as a critical tool to break the chains of
caste oppression and economic dependency.

His famous call, “Educate, Agitate, Or-
ganize” remains a powerful reminder of the
role education plays in awakening social con-
sciousness and promoting justice.

In my study of Dr. Ambed-
kar’s  thoughts, I have identified
five core aims he had for education,
1. Social Empowerment and Equality:
Dr. Ambedkar believed that education should
serve as an equalizer. He wanted the op-
pressed and marginalized to access the same
opportunities as the privileged. His empha-
sis was not on education for the elite, but
education that empowers the socially dis-
advantaged to rise and transform society.
2. Moral and Character Building:
For Dr. Ambedkar, education was not only
about academic achievement. It was also
about cultivating values—honesty, jus-
tice, and a sense of responsib
‘ility. As an educator, I firmly believe that
character-building remains as crucial as
skill-building in our institutions today.
3. Economic Development and Self-Reliance:

Dr. Ambedkar’s
commitment to
vocational and
technical edu-
cation  shows | i
his  foresight.
He wanted ed-
ucation to lead
to econom-
ic indepen- |
dence, preparing individuals for both
employment and entrepreneurship. This
aligns perfectly with my own belief that
education should make learners self-reli-
ant contributors to national development.
4. Scientific Temper and Rational Thinking:
He opposed superstition and blind faith, em-
phasizing that education must develop sci-
entific reasoning. In a society still grappling
with dogma and misinformation, his vision
of rational thought as a foundation for prog-
ress continues to be of immense relevance.
5. Democratic Citizenship and Participation
Ambedkar saw educated citizens as the back-
bone of a successful democracy. He want-
ed education to make people aware of their
rights and responsibilities. As a faculty mem-
ber in liberal arts, I find this particularly im-
portant in shaping informed, active citizens.
Reflections in Today’s Education Policies

What strikes me most is how Dr.
Ambedkar’s educational ide-
als are reflected in modern policies:

The Right to Education Act (2009) upholds
his dream of universal access to education.
Reservation policies for SCs, STs, and OBCs
stem directly from his vision of social justice.
The National Education Policy (2020) focuses
on ethical values, skill development, and ho-
listic learning—ideas he advocated decades
ago. Initiatives like Skill India and scholar-
ship schemes for marginalized communities
mirror his goal of economic self-sufficiency
through practical education.
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“The activist is not the man
who says the river is dirty.
The activist is the man who
cleans up the river.” - Ross

Perot
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“Plans to protect air and wa-
ter, wilderness and wildlife
are in fact plans to protect
man.” -

Stewart Udall

Youth Leadership Takes Flight at
PCU with YIN Club

Pimpri Chinchwad University
(PCU) took a dynamic step toward
youth empowerment and leadership
development with the inauguration
of the PCU Sakal YIN Club, held in
the University.

The ceremony was graced by es-
teemed guests from the Sakal Me-
dia Group’s Youth Initiative (YIN),
including: Mr. Shamsundar Made-
var, Head, YIN Maharashtra, Mr.
Chetan Limhan, YIN Officer and
PCMC Senior Executive.

Their presence brought valuable
insights into the power of youth
engagement and the vision behind
the YIN platform which connects
young minds to real-world chal-
lenges and leadership opportunities.

Providing strong institution-
al backing were Dr. Manimala
Puri, Vice Chancellor (I/c), and
Dr. Sudeep D. Thepade, Pro Vice
Chancellor, who both emphasized

the importance of nurturing student
leadership, social responsibility,
and collaborative thinking within
and beyond the university campus.

The event was successfully or-
ganized by Dr. Saylee Karande,
Assistant Professor at the School
of Management and Coordinator of
the PCU Sakal YIN Club.

Her efforts laid the groundwork
for a vibrant platform that will em-
power students to lead communi-
ty-driven initiatives, voice youth
perspectives, and engage in so-
cio-political discourse.

The launch of the Sakal YIN
Club at PCU marks not just an
addition to the student activities
calendar, but the beginning of a
transformative youth movement
on campus—one that aspires to
build thoughtful, proactive, and
responsible leaders of tomorrow.

pastel blends,
¢ the transformative potential of fab-
. ric through the timeless art of tie-

Creat1v1ty in Every Fold: Tle-Dye Workshop with Aditi Sharma

In a colorful celebration of artis-

: tic expression and fashion-forward
: thinking, Pune Design School at
: Pimpri
: (PCU) hosted an inspiring Tie-
: and-Dye Workshop led by the cele-
brated Fashion Designer, Educator,
. and Artist — Ms. Aditi Sharma.

Chinchwad  University

The session, designed to blend

¢ traditional techniques with con-
. temporary creativity, brought a
: burst of color and energy to the
: campus.

From vibrant spirals to delicate
students explored

and-dye.

Under Ms. Sharma’s expert
guidance, the workshop offered
hands-on experience, allowing
budding designers to immerse
themselves in fabric manip-
ulation, color theory, and the
storytelling aspect of design.

“It’s always a joy to witness
young talent exploring tradition-
al art forms with such passion
and freshness,” shared Ms. Aditi
Sharma, who brought both depth
and vibrancy to the session with
her insights and artistic philoso-

The workshop was more than
just a learning experience—it
was a celebration of self-expres-
sion, innovation, and cultural craft.

Students walked away with not
just dyed fabrics, but also a deep-
er appreciation for textile art and
its role in sustainable, expressive
fashion.

PCU and MIGA Fashion set to Launch Fashlon Designing Courses

PCU sets remarkable step to-

: wards empowering the next gen-
: eration of fashion
: Pimpri
. (PCU) officially signed a Memo-
: randum of Understanding (MoU)
: with MIGA Fashion Institute to
: launch a Fashion Designing De-
: gree Course.

innovators.
Chinchwad  University

This strategic collaboration aims

. to offer high-quality, industry-rele-
: vant education for aspiring fashion
: designers and creative entrepre-
. neurs across India.

The ceremonial signing, held at

PCU, was a momentous occasion
: attended by dignitaries from both
 institutions.

Representing  PCU  were,

= e
Pimpri
Chinchwad

University

Mrs. Minal Gawade,
Director, Mr. Suprit
Gawade, Director,
Mrs. Prajakta Gawade,
Head Pune Region and
Mr. Umesh Mahadik,
Head Mumbai Region

This collaboration sig-

Dr. Girish Desai, Executive
Director, PCET, Dr. Manima-
la Puri, Vice Chancellor (I/c),
PCU, Dr. Sudeep D. Thepade,
Pro Vice Chancellor, PCU, Mr.
Rohan Muley, Admissions Head,
PCU and Mr. Yash Thorat, Re-
gional Head Outreach, PCU.

The delegation from MIGA
Fashion Institute included, Mr.
Balasaheb Gawade, Chairman,

nifies a new chapter in
fashion education by combining
PCU’s academic excellence with
MIGA’s industry experience and
creative edge.

The upcoming course is de-
signed to equip students with
a robust foundation in design
principles, practical skills, and
business acumen, all rooted in
real-world applications.

; ot
Late. Smt. Lilatai Shankarrao
Patil
Ex President, PCET
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“What we are doing to
the forests of the world
is but a mirror reflection
of what we are doing

to ourselves and to one
another.”

- Mahatma Gandhi

THINK

EXPRESS

INSPIRE

Shri Harshvardhan Patil Emphasizes Future-Ready
Education at TV9 Education Expo 2025

PCU Represented at NAFSA 2025
Annual Conference in the USA

Pimpri
versity marked a significant
presence at the TV9 Marathi
Education Expo 2025, held
in Pune, with its Chancellor,
Hon. Shri Harshvardhan Pa-
til, inaugurating the event as
the Chief Guest.

Organized by the leading
Marathi news channel TVO,
the expo brought together a
distinguished gathering of
leaders from the educational
and social sectors to delib-
erate on the evolving land-
scape of education in India.

In his keynote address, Shri
Patil emphasized the urgent
need for an education system
that aligns with the changing
global dynamics and equips
students with skills relevant

ﬁ‘ [+
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He highlighted that educa-
tion today must be more than
just degree-oriented, it must
be employment-driven, in-
clusive, and innovative.

“We must now focus on
how education can become
a tool that ensures employ-
ability for our students,” he
said, underlining the impor-
tance of adapting teaching
methodologies to match the
demands of growing com-
petition and a rapidly trans-
forming job market.

Reflecting on Pune’s lead-
ership in the field of educa-
tion, he noted with pride that
the city has long been a hub
for learners, not only from
across India but from several

developed nations as well.

“The fact that students from
rural Maharashtra and even
from overseas are choosing
to study in our institutions is
a testament to the quality and
global appeal of our educa-
tional ecosystem,” he added.

Shri Patil also stressed the
importance of ensuring that
students from rural areas are
brought into the mainstream
through sustained efforts and
inclusive policies.

He expressed optimism that
platforms like the Education
Expo would help generate
valuable ideas and initiatives
that serve the interests of
both students and institutions
in the long run.

Also representing PCU
at the expo was Mr. Jamir
Mulla, Head of Marketing,
who engaged with students,
parents, and stakeholders,
showcasing the universi-
ty’s academic excellence
and global vision.

His interactions further
reinforced PCU’s com-
mitment to transformative
education, industry align-

ment, and student-cen-
tered learning.
The Education Expo

served as a vibrant conver-
gence of thought leader-
ship, public engagement,
and institutional innova-
tion, positioning PCU as a
forward-looking universi-
ty rooted in regional pride
and global ambition.

In a proud moment for the Pim-
pri Chinchwad Education Trust
(PCET) and Pimpri Chinchwad
University (PCU), Dr. Girish De-
sai, Executive Director of PCET,
has represented the institution at
the prestigious NAFSA 2025 An-
nual Conference & Expo, held in
San Diego, USA.

This global academic event
brought together thousands of ed-
ucation leaders, policymakers, and
international partners from across
the world to discuss innovations,
policies, and partnerships in higher
education.

Dr. Desai’s presence at NAFSA
marked a significant milestone in
PCU’s journey toward becoming a
globally recognized, research-driv-
en university.

Through high-level dialogues
and academic networking, PCU is
expanding its global footprint and
forging strategic alliances that will
shape the future of education for
its students.

His participation reinforced the
institution’s vision of fostering
global citizenship, future-ready
learning, and international aca-

demic excellence.

cased its commitment to research,
innovation, and academic collabo-
ration by engaging in discussions
on cross-border partnerships, stu-
dent exchange initiatives, and inte-
grated learning models.

The goal is to open new ave-
nues for collaborative research,
dual-degree programs, internation-
al internships, and knowledge ex-
change that will benefit both stu-
dents and faculty.

As PCU builds bridges with
leading universities and institu-
tions across the globe, it is actively
working toward creating a global-
ly connected ecosystem of higher
education one that equips students
not only with strong academic
foundations but also with interna-
tional exposure and diverse career
opportunities.

This strategic participation at
NAFSA 2025 reinforces PCU’s
dedication to transforming educa-
tion into a truly borderless experi-
ence.

With this global engagement,
PCET and PCU continue to inspire
and empower learners, educators,
and researchers to lead with inno-
vation and collaborate with pur-
pose on the international stage.
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GEC-2025: Shri Thanedar Inspires with His Journey from India to the U.S.

As part of the GEC-2025
series, Pimpri Chinchwad
University hosted a pow-
erful and thought-provok-
ing session titled “Success
Stories Unplugged”, fea-
turing a special address
by Shri Thanedar, a dis-
tinguished U.S. Congress-
man of Indian origin.

The event turned into an |

unforgettable evening as
Shri Thanedar shared his
extraordinary life journey,
rising from a modest up-
bringing in India to becom-
ing an elected member of
the United States House of
Representatives.

With sincerity and hu-
mility, Shri Thanedar spoke
about the critical role of

perseverance,  education,
and entrepreneurship in
overcoming challenges
and creating meaningful
change.

His story resonated deep-
ly with the audience, es-
pecially students and as-
piring entrepreneurs, as he
emphasized dreaming big
and striving beyond con-

ventional boundaries. H
encouraged the youth to re-
main grounded in their cul
tural identity while fearless-
ly embracing global oppor-
tunities.

“Be fearless in your am-
bitions, visionary in your
thinking, and ethical in your
pursuits,” he said, leaving a
profound impact on every
aspiring changemaker pres-
ent.

The event was further el-
evated by the presence of
several esteemed dignitar-
ies who joined Shri Thane-
dar on stage and contribut-
ed to the rich and dynamic
dialogue.

Among them were Mr.
Sachin Itkar, Vice Pres-

ident of the
Maharash-
tra  Econom-
ic  Develop-
ment Council
(MEDC),
Mr. Narendra
Landge  and
Mr.  Ajinkya
Kalbhor, Man-
agement Rep-
resentatives
of PCET, Mr.
Ganesh Nibhe, Chairman
and Managing Director
of Nibhe Ltd., Mr. Milind
Joshi, President of the Ma-
harashtra Sahitya Parishad,
Mr. Sagar Babar, CEO of
Comsense  Technologies,
and Mr. Madhav Dabke,
an Innovation Strategist,
BFSI Leader, and Mentor

of Change.
Together, these thought
leaders and visionaries

brought diverse perspec-
tives on leadership, inno-
vation, and global engage-
ment, making the session a
well-rounded and inspiring
experience for the attend-
ees.

Pimpri Chinchwad University and the
Maharashtra Economic Development
Council (MEDC), the official dates for
the much-awaited Global Entrepreneurs
Conclave (GEC) Dubai 2025 were an-
nounced in Frankfurt, Germany.

The event will take place on 16-17
August 2025 at the prestigious Hotel
Conrad, Dubai, promising two days of
impactful dialogue, networking, and
global collaboration.

The announcement was made by
Mr. Sachin Itkar, Convener of the GEC
Dubai Conclave, Vice President of
MEDC, and Governing Body Member
of Pimpri Chinchwad University, in the
presence of distinguished dignitaries
from India and Europe.

The occasion was further elevated
by the esteemed presence of Hon. Shri
Uday Samant, Minister of Industries
and Marathi Language, Government of
Mabharashtra, who led the Maharashtra
Government Industry Department Dele-
gation to Frankfurt.

Other eminent attendees included
Shri P. Velarasu, CEO, MIDC; Mr. D.B.
Mubarak, Consul General of India,
Frankfurt; Dr. Ajit Ranade, President,
Mabharashtra Europe Business Forum;
Shri Srikant Pulkundwar, Joint CEO,
MIDC; and Shri Atul Shirodkar, Presi-
dent, MEDC.

GEC Dubai 2025 Announced at Frankfurt:
Global Platform for Innovation, Leadership, Entrepreneurship

GEC Dubai 2025 promises to be a
landmark event uniting visionary lead-
ers, global investors, entrepreneurs, and
changemakers from across the world.
With a dynamic lineup of speaker re-
veals, investor panels, and powerhouse
networking opportunities, the stage is
set for a meaningful exchange of ideas
and actionable outcomes that drive glob-
al impact.

As the countdown begins, the excite-
ment builds for this vibrant celebration
of ideas, leadership, and opportunity in
one of the world’s most dynamic cities.
Stay tuned for more updates and an-
nouncements as the world converges in
Dubai this August to shape the future of

innovation.
GL BAL

GMG PCU
MEDC

ENTREPRENEURRS

CONCLAVE 2025
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Achieve
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Learn | Grow
www.GMGPCUMEDC.com

GEC DUBAI
DATES REVEALED

=
‘ : =
Dates revealed in Germany by

HON’BLE SHRI UDAY SAMANT

Minister of Industries and Marathi Language, Govt of Maharashtra

16-17 August | Hotel Conrad, Sheikh
Zayed Road, Trade Centre 1, Dubai
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Book Recommendation:
The Ministry for the Future
-Kim Stanley Robinson

A masterpiece of the imagination, using fictional eyewitness,
accounts to tell the story of how climate change will affect us
all. Its setting is not a desolate, postapocalyptic world, but a
future that is almost upon us. With its emphasis on scientific
accuracy and non-fiction descriptions of history and social
science, the novel is classified as hard science fiction. It is also a

part of the growing body of climate fiction.

Movie Recommendation:

Movie Name: “Before the Flood” (2016)

This documentary follows Tconardo DiCaprio as he
travels the world to witness climate change firsthand.
It dives deep into deforestation, fossil fuel use, melting
ice caps, and rising sca levels — while oifering hope

through innovative solutions and global climate action.

PCU Shines at

Lokmat Educatlon Fair 2025 — Pune

Pimpri Chinchwad University (PCU) made

a significant impact at the Lokmat Education
Fair 2025, held at the Auto Cluster Exhibition
Centre, Chinchwad, with an engaging two-day
presence that inspired students, parents, and ac-

ademic stakeholders alike.

The event served as a dynamic platform for
PCU to showcase its globally relevant academ-
ic offerings, future-focused career opportuni-
ties, and strong industry linkages.

Day 1 of the fair saw a vibrant turnout, with
hundreds of students and education enthusiasts
interacting with the PCU team to learn more
about its undergraduate and postgraduate pro-
grams in Engineering, Management, Design,
and other cutting-edge disciplines.

Visitors explored the university’s diverse ac-
ademic ecosystem, including details about in-
ternational collaborations, placement support,
global certifications, and smart campus infra-

structure.

The university’s record of achieving a high-
est package of 61 LPA and association with

1000+ recruiters drew partic-
ular interest.
A major highlight of the

1 day was the Special Keynote

Address by Dr. Shitalkumar
Rawandale, Dean - Cen-
tralised Cell,
PCET, who spoke on “Career
Opportunities in Engineering
& Management.”

His session was packed with
valuable insights into emerg-
ing industry trends, employ-
ability skills, and career pre-

Placement

paredness. The address resonated strongly with
aspiring professionals looking to align their ac-
ademic paths with future job market demands.

Adding to the event’s academic depth, Dr.

cation.

tion Fair 2025

Sudeep Thepade, Pro Vice Chancellor of PCU,
graced the occasion with his presence. His vi-
sionary interaction with attendees underscored
PCU’s dedication to fostering academic excel-
lence, innovation, and globally relevant learn-
ing experiences.

The success of Day 1 carried into the second
day, where more expert-led sessions, person-
alised career guidance, and university engage-
ment activities deepened the understanding of
PCU’s transformative approach to higher edu-

PCU’s participation in the Lokmat Educa-

reaffirmed its role as a for-

ward-thinking institution dedicated to shaping
career-ready, globally competent professionals.

HR Excellence Awards 2025
A Grand Celebration of Visionary Leadership

Vrds 2025
£

The

HR  Excellence
Awards 2025, hosted by
PCET’s Pimpri Chinchwad
University and PCET’s
Pune Business School,
concluded on a high note,
marking a remarkable cel-
ebration of leadership, in-
novation, and outstanding
contributions in the field of
Human Resources.

The prestigious event was
graced by eminent digni-
taries from across indus-
tries and academia.

The highlight of the eve-
ning was the presence
of Padma Shri Hon. Dr.
(Smt.) Lila Poonawalla,
Chairperson of the Lila
Poonawalla  Foundation,
who honored the occasion
as the Chief Guest.

Her inspiring presence
and insights added im-
mense value to the event.

Joining as Guests of

Honour were Hon. Shri
Firoz Poonawalla, Found-
er Trustee of the Lila
Poonawalla  Foundation;
Hon. Edgar Lee (Lee Ik
Hyeon), Chairman of the
Korean Association, Pune
— India; and Hon. Shri
Harshvardhan Patil, Chan-
cellor of PCET’s Pimpri
Chinchwad University, all
of whom emphasized the
importance of leadership
with empathy and innova-
tion in the HR domain.

The evening also wit-
nessed the esteemed pres-
ence of Shri Narendra
Landge and Shri Ajinkya
Kalbhor, representing the
PCET Trust, along with
Dr. Girish Desai, Execu-
tive Director — PCET, and
Dr. Sachin Itkar, Govern-
ing Body Member — PCU,
who have played pivotal
roles in steering the insti-

tution’s progressive vision.

Dr. Ganesh Rao, Director
— Pune Business School,
and Dr. Minakshi Tyagi,
Dean of Corporate Rela-
tions and Master of Cere-
mony for the event, led the
evening with warmth and
elegance.

The HR  Excellence
Awards 2025 stood as a
powerful platform to ac-
knowledge HR leaders
who are shaping the future
of work through innova-
tion, inclusivity, and stra-
tegic vision. The success
of the event reflects PCU
and PBS’s commitment
to recognizing excellence
and building strong indus-
try-academia linkages.

A heartfelt thank you to
all dignitaries, awardees,
partners, and attendees
who contributed to making
this event a grand success.

ARE Y(O)UI AWARE?

The Amazon Rainfor-
est, often referred to as the
“lungs of the Earth,” is re-
sponsible for roducmg
appr0x1mately 20% of the
world’s oxygen through the
process of photosynthesis.

%ays a vital role in ab-
sorbing carbon dioxide and
regulating global climate.
However, this crucial eco-
system is being destroyed
at an alarming rate — ev-
ery second, an area equiv-
alent to a football field is
lost due to deforestation,
ille al logging, mining,

agrlcu tural expansion.
Thls destruction not only
threatens biodiversity but
also accelerates climate

change and disrupts ralnfall
patterns across continents.

n

Recycling one ton of paper
can have a remarkably posi-

tive environmental impact.
It saves about 17 mature
trees, which are essential
for maintaining air quality
and soil health. It also con-
serves 26,000 liters of water,
a resource becoming increas-
ingly scarce in many parts
of the world. Additionally,
it prevents the emission of
4,000 kilowatt-hours of en-
ergy — enough to power
an average household for
up to six months. Beyond
just saving resources, re-
cycling paper helps reduce
landfill waste and green-
house gas emissions, mak-
ing it a small but powerful
step toward sustainability.

Every single minute, the equiva-
lent of one garbage truck full
of plastic waste is dumped into
our oceans, causing irrevers-
ible harm to marine ecosys-
tems. If this trend continues
unchecked, it is projected that
by 2050, plastic could outweigh
fish in our oceans by mass. This
plastic pollution not only kills
marine life through ingestion
and entanglement but also en-
ters the human food chain via
microplastics. From coral reefs
to coastal communities, the
effects are devastating. Urgent
global action — from reducing
plastic production to improv-
ing waste management — is
essential to reverse this crisis.

PCU’S INSIGHTS

PCU’s School of Pharmacy Organizes Industrial Visit to
Saived Pharma Pvt. Ltd., Jejuri

In a significant stride towards
experiential and practice-based
learning, the School of Pharmacy
at Pimpri Chinchwad University
(PCU), Sate Maval, Pune, under
the aegis of Pimpri Chinchwad
Education Trust (PCET), orga-
nized an industrial visit to Saived
Pharma Pvt. Ltd., Jejuri. This
enriching initiative was aimed at
bridging classroom knowledge
with real-world application, of-
fering students vital exposure to
the operational and regulatory
dynamics of the pharmaceutical
industry.

The visit was thoughtfully de-

tocols in place, the visit enabled
students to absorb the core prin- :
ciples that govern pharmaceutical :
manufacturing. It not only helped :
demystify complex industrial pro-
cesses but also inspired students :

"9 to envision their future roles as :

signed to provide students a first-
hand look into the manufacturing
processes followed in the phar-
maceutical sector. It offered deep
insights into Good Manufacturing
Practices (GMP)—a cornerstone
of quality and compliance in phar-
maceutical production. Students
witnessed the step-by-step work-
flow of production units, gaining
clarity on how theory translates
into action in a live industrial set-
ting.

From understanding the integra-
tion of modern technologies in
production lines to observing the
stringent hygiene and safety pro-

professionals in a highly regulated :

and impactful sector. 3

This meaningful engagement
was made possible by the vi- :
sionary guidance and continued :
encouragement of Dr. Girish De- :
sai, Executive Director — PCET, :
Dr. Sudeep Thepade, Pro Vice :
Chancellor — PCU, and Dr. Rajesh :
Patil, Head of the School of Phar- :
macy. Their commitment to pro- :
viding holistic, industry-aligned :
education continues to shape the :
future of pharmacy students at :
PCU. :

Special recognition is due to :
Ms. Ankita Jatale and Dr. Sagar :
Kore, along with the dedicated :
faculty members of the School of :
Pharmacy, whose efforts ensured :
the visit was both educational and :
inspiring. g

Inspiring young leaders at Sakal Youth Summit

The Sakal  Youth
Summit 2025, pow-
ered by PCET’s Pimpri
Chinchwad University
(PCU), concluded on a
high note at Balgand-
harva Rangmandir,
Pune, with an energetic
and insightful gather-
ing of changemakers,
thought leaders, and
dynamic youth from
across Maharashtra.

The summit brought to-
gether an inspiring con-
fluence of ideas, expe-
riences, and ambitions,
focused on youth lead-
ership, innovation, and

purposeful progress.
Hon’ble Dr. Sudeep
Thepade, Pro Vice

Chancellor

of Pimpri to the

reinforced PCU’s com-

summit but also

Chinchwad University,
was invited as the Guest
of Honour and deliv-
ered a thought-provok-
ing address to a packed
auditorium of students,
educators, and youth
leaders.

In his speech, Dr. The-
pade spoke passionately
about the role of edu-
cation in empowering
future-ready profes-
sionals. He emphasized

innovation, critical
thinking, and ethical
leadership as pillars

for success in a rapid-
ly changing world. His
presence not only add-
ed academic gravitas

mitment to nurturing
young minds and fos-
tering transformational
leadership.

The summit com-
menced with a grand
lamp-lighting ceremo-
ny, setting a tone of in-
spiration and unity. Es-
teemed dignitaries who
inaugurated and led the
early sessions included
Shri Dattatray Bharne,
Minister for Sports &
Youth Welfare, Minori-
ties Development &
Aukaf, Government of
Maharashtra; Dr. Shi-
talkumar  Rawandale,
Dean of Placements,

PCET; and others
These leaders offered
diverse perspectives on
the importance of youth
engagement in driving
societal and economic
transformation.

The summit’s closing
ceremony was equally
powerful,
spiring address by Hon.
Murlidhar Mohol,

POWERED BY

v, Pune

Aviation.

Ravindra
with an in-

Min-

IN ASSOCIATION

ister of State for Civil

on stage were promi- :
nent figures including :
Dr. Thepade, social ac- :
tivist Mr. Shekhar Mun- :
dada, former MLA Mr. :

and Pune Police Com-
missioner Mr. Amitesh :
Kumar and others.

Top Placements of the Month
Ms.Palak Bhuw- Janjire Choudhary
al (MBA) Ms. Shweta Mr. Yatan
Mr. Aditya Gangawane Sharma
Halkude Mr. Vaibhav Mr. Harsh
Mr Sharad Kirtane Shrivastav
Pawar Ms. Khushi Ms. Jahnvi
Mr Samadhan  Gupta Srivastav
Mandlik Ms. Sakshi Raut  Mr. Gunjeshku-
Mr Gaurav Mr. Viraj mar Singh
Jadhav Kholne Mr. Himanshu
Mr Jayesh Mr. Vaibhav Mittal
Khairnar Ms Hande Mr. Jagat Kuda
Laveena Borade Mr. Mayur Mr. Yash
: | Ms Varsha Mali Bandpatte Yengade
dolntis i Mr Aniket Alai ~ Mr. Shreyas Mr. Anuradh
Mr Onkar Kale  Shejal Nair
Mr. Hamiddin ~ Mr. Shubham  Ms. Kishori
Chamanshaikh ~ Kshirsagar Chavhan
Mr. Niranjan Mr. Anshuman ~ Ms. Akansha
Narole Pawar Natak
S ¥ Mr. Shashank ~ Mr. Vikas Singh
angekar, Mali Mr. Shishir -
Ms. Sakshi Mule Cjongi;txula
Bhosale Mr. Rohan Hongy's
Ms. Aditi Nagle Jadhav PCU is Proud
Ms. Vaishnavi ~ Mr. Sanket of You
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“The environment is where we all
meet; where we all have a mutual
interest; it is the one thing all of us

share.” -Lady Bird Johnson,

“Do not wait for extraordinary

“One of the first conditions of happiness
is that the link between man and nature

shall not be broken.”
-Leo Tolstoy

Expressions Beyond

Media and Communication Studies

Expressed by Raj Sarpate ::?

Expressed by Jessica Fernandez

Studies (F.Y)

School of Media and Communication

Expressed by Mauli Chavan

School of Media and Communication Studies

(EY)

I8

Expressed by: Nabarun Sarmah
School of Media and Communication
Studies (F.Y)
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-PEACE

Expressed by Ayush Ade

(EY)

hool of Media and Communication Studies

Expressed by Darshan Gaikwad
School of Engineering (S.Y)

Expressed by Aditi Munjal
School of Media and Communication
Studies (EY)

Caring for Nature Is More than Saying No to Plastic

- Prof Pooja
Dolas
In recent years,
the conversation

around  environ-
mental care has
become increas-

ingly focused on
the issue of plastic.
While the dangers of plastic pollution are
real and urgent—choking rivers, harm-
ing marine life, and entering our food
chain—re-
ducing the
narrative of
ecological
care to just
“saying no
to plastic” is
both limit-
ing and mis-
leading.

Caring
for nature
is far more
layered. It
begins with
awareness—an understanding that the
natural world is not separate from us.

Forests, rivers, soil, air, and the count-
less species we share this planet with
form an interconnected system that sus-
tains life. When we speak of environ-
mental responsibility, it should mean
protecting this delicate balance in every
possible way.

Plastic is a symptom of a deeper issue:
overconsumption and disconnection.
Our lifestyles today often promote speed,
convenience, and disposability. Whether
it’s plastic, fast fashion, or over-reliance
on fossil fuels, the real problem lies in
our consumption habits and a growing
alienation from the natural rhythms of
the Earth.

Real ecological sensitivity requires us
to slow down and observe. It means pre-
serving biodiversity, protecting green
cover, conserving water, and reducing
waste in all forms—not just plastic. It
means engaging with local ecosystems
and understanding how urbanization,
industrialization, and careless develop-
ment disturb them.

Caring for nature also means acknowl-
edging traditional wisdom. Indigenous
communities and rural societies often
have a more integrated relationship with
the land. Their
sustainable
practices, root-
ed in centuries
of observation
and respect, of-
fer valuable les-
sons. Yet, these
voices are often
excluded from
| mainstream en-
vironmental dis-
course.

Moreover,
emotional connection plays a crucial
role. Children need to be exposed to the
outdoors not just through textbooks but
through direct experience. Adults need
to reclaim a sense of wonder and respon-
sibility toward the environment—not
out of guilt, but out of belonging.

Ultimately, the shift we need is not just
technological but philosophical. Nature
is not an “issue” to be solved—it is a liv-
ing presence to be respected. We must
move beyond token gestures and adopt a
deeper ethic of care: one that guides our
choices, challenges our conveniences,
and reminds us that to harm the Earth is
to harm ourselves.

India Takes the Lead: Plastic Elimination Efforts Intensify
Preparatory to World

- Dr.Amruta Desai

As the world celebrates World Environment
Day 2025, a central focus is on plastic pollu-
tion, clearly one of the most significant envi-
ronmental issues we face today. The phrase,
“Eradicate Plastic: Innovate, Educate, Acti-
vate” reflects India’s recent milestone toward
a new plastic-free world, and in the past two
years, India has positioned itself as a regional
leader in eradicating plastic pollution. India’s
approach highlights an integrated framework
to tackle the full scope of plastic pollution
through policy change, citizen engagement,
new innovations, and industrial partnerships.

India was the first major country to prohib-
it single-use plastics like cutlery, straws, and
packaging films, which made headlines in
July 2022. Nonetheless, what was significant
is the force created in the years 2023-2025. In
2023, the Ministry of Environment launched
the “Meri Plastic Mukt Zindagi” (My Plas-
tic-Free Life) campaign. More than 10 million
citizens participated in various activities, in-
cluding clean-up drives, segregation camps,
and school awareness activities.

In 2024, a new Plastic Credit Trading
Scheme was launched. It allows firms to offset
their plastic by supporting verified collection
and recycling initiatives, serving as a qua-
si-extended producer responsibility for India.
In 2025, the government launched the Na-
tional Plastic Waste Management Innovation
Fund. It promotes regional entrepreneurs to
establish biodegradable alternatives, place re-
verse vending machines, and make plastic-free
packages.

Innovate, Adapt, ImpactState-Level In-
novations:Innovation and local policies have
produced innovation leaders: Kerala, Sikkim,
and Maharashtra. Kerala has removed plastic
carry bags from the public distribution system;
the use of cloth and jute is required. Sikkim,
located in the Himalayas, promotes plas-
tic-free tourism in an appreciative culture of
eco-consciousness. And evidence reflects it. A
report authored by the Central Pollution Con-
trol Board in 2025 documented a 28% reduc-
tion in visible littering of plastics in urban In-
dia. The report also found organized recycling
capacity of plastics across India increased by

46%. Momentum for
plastic reduction is in-
creasing — India is on
track to become a global
leader ahead of World
Environment Day 2025.

Where In- [
dia Can  Improve i A
Although there appears E QD
to be some progress made, problems remain.
The informal waste workers still control
most of the collection and recovery of plastics
and lack safety and recognition. Microplastics
(of <5 mm) are seeping throughout our water
bodies, enforcement is challenging, animals
are suffering, and awareness is limited in rural
communities. Experts regularly cite the issues
of a lack of data transparency, eco-labeling
standards, and international access to data and
coordination related to the international trade in
plastics.

A Model for the Global South Today
India’s approach of combining bottom-up
initiatives with top-down regulation is be-
ing examined by nations in Asia and Africa.
“India demonstrated that eliminating plastic
is not purely about banning plastic, it is more
about systems change and mind-set change,”
says environmental economist Dr. Ananya Iyer.
“It demonstrates that developing countries may
leapfrog innovation, rather than imitation.”

The Future: As the country celebrates
World Environment Day, the optimism is
rising. With the people, companies, and
society taking a collaborative approach,
India is doing more than fighting plas-
tic: it is imagining a world without it.
Fast Fact:By UNEP estimates, India has
diverted an estimated 360,000 tonnes plus
of single-use plastic consumption per year
by 2025. Even with this progress, challeng-
es remain. Most collection of plastic is still
done informally by waste workers, without
any safety equipment or recognition. Micro-
plastic is still contaminating waterways in
India, and there are still complications with
enforcement in rural areas. Experts have
called for the need for better transparency in
the data; eco-labeling policies, and interna-
tional cooperation to track the flow of plastic.
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“The activist is not the man
who says the river is dirty.
The activist is the man who
cleans up the river.” - Ross
Perot

“The greatest threat to our
planet is the belief that some-
one else will save it.”

-Robert Swan

PCU Marks World Environment Day 2025 with
Inspiring Session on Environmental Action

PCU Hosts TCS Region Head: A Promising Step
Towards Industry-Academia Synergy

Pimpri Chinchwad University’s Institu-
tion’s Innovation Council (IIC) commemo-
rated World Environment Day 2025 with a
thought-provoking session held on 5th June
2025. The event brought together students
and faculty for an engaging dialogue on eco-
logical responsibility and sustainability.

The session featured two dynamic speak-
ers from the university community who of-
fered distinct yet complementary perspec-
tives on environmental conservation.

Dr. Amruta Desai, Molecular Biologist
from the School of Sciences, shared scientif-
ic insights into the urgent need for preserving
biodiversity and mitigating environmental
damage through informed actions and sus-
tainable practices.

She emphasized the need to stop the use of
single-use plastics and the long-term impact
they leave on the environment. Dr. Desai also
shared success stories of various ventures
from across the world that have been work-
ing for the cause.

She stressed that it is not just one sector
that can eradicate plastic pollution; rather,

every industry and every individual plays a
vital role in eliminating plastic waste from
the planet.

Adding an experiential lens to the conver-
sation, Prof. Pooja Dolas, a snake rescuer and
faculty member from the School of Media
& Communication, captivated the audience
with real-life stories of snake rescue. She
highlighted the importance of coexistence
and sensitizing society toward lesser-known
yet crucial components of our ecosystem.

Prof. Dolas shared information about var-
ious snake species commonly found around
us and demonstrated appropriate actions to
take when encountering a snake.

She also debunked several myths and su-
perstitions that persist in society regarding
snakes, advocating for awareness and in-
formed response over fear.

The event successfully ignited awareness
and encouraged attendees to become active
participants in environmental protection. It
served as a reminder that impactful change
begins with informed minds and compas-
sionate action.

Through
such initia-
tives, PCU

continues  to
champion
sustainabil-
ity and en-
vironmental
responsibility
at the heart
of education.

: In a major step toward forti-
: fying industry-academia col-
¢ laboration, Pimpri Chinchwad
¢ University (PCU) had the priv-
: ilege of hosting Mr. Hrishikesh
: Dande, Region Head — Tata
: Consultancy Services (TCS),
: on campus. This visit marked
i a pivotal moment, laying the
: foundation for
partnerships with one of In-
: dia’s most respected IT orga-
: nizations.

The
: building long-term collabora-
: tive frameworks aimed at de-
veloping future-ready talent,
. aligning academic curricula
: with evolving industry de-
. mands, and jointly exploring
: opportunities for internships,
: skill development, and innova-

meaningful

interaction focused on

Lo |

tion-driven initiatives.

Mr. Dande shared valuable
insights on the shifting tech-
nological landscape and high-
lighted the vital role education-
al institutions play in bridging
the gap between academic
learning and real-world appli-
cation.

Discussions centered around
enhancing employability
through joint training pro-
grams, research projects, and
campus engagement models
that could prepare students
for dynamic industry environ-
ments.

Mr. Dande emphasized that
universities must now serve
as catalysts for innovation
and adaptability, and appre-
ciated PCU’s commitment to
shaping such an ecosystem.

The visit was facilitated un-
der the strategic leadership of
Dr. Sudeep Thepade, Pro Vice
Chancellor; Dr. Shitalkumar
Rawandale, Dean — Industry
Institute Interaction & Central
Placement Cell, PCET; Pandit
Balachandra Vidyasagar, For-
mer Vice Chancellor, SRTM
University, Nanded; and Dr.
Girish Desai, Executive Di-
rector — PCET. Their consis-
tent support and vision have
been instrumental in fostering
PCU’s strong industry orien-
tation.

The event was hosted by Ms.
Sangeeta Ingle from the PCU
Training and Placement Cell,
who ensured the seamless co-
ordination of this impactful
engagement.

This interaction signifies more
than just a visit; it marks the
beginning of a strategic alli-
ance between PCU and TCS.
With a shared focus on em-
ployability,
academic

and
PCU
continues to bridge the gap be-

innovation,
excellence,

tween campus and corporate,
creating new opportunities for
students to thrive in a compet-
itive and ever-evolving profes-
sional world.
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“The woods are lovely,
dark and deep,

But I have promises to
keep,

And miles to go before
I sleep.”

— Robert Frost,

THINK

EXPRESS

INSPIRE

Chancellor Visits Pimpri Chinchwad

University

in  education,
innovation, and
holistic devel-
opment.

Addressing
the gathering,
the  Chancel-
lor articulated
_lm the broader vi-
= sion and mis-

In a moment of inspi-
ration and direction, the
Chancellor of Pimpri
Chinchwad University
recently paid a signifi-
cant visit to the campus,
engaging in a thought-
ful and forward-look-
ing interaction with the
university’s faculty and
staff.

The visit served as an
opportunity to reaffirm
the university’s com-
mitment to excellence

sion of Pimpri
Chinchwad University,
emphasizing the institu-
tion’s role in shaping fu-
ture-ready professionals
and socially conscious
citizens.
He shed light on the
university’s  short-term
objectives, including
curriculum advance-
ment, interdisciplinary
research, and enhanced
student engagement,
as well as its long-term

goals of establishing
global academic collab-
orations and becoming
a hub of innovation and
entrepreneurship.

During the session, the
Chancellor also outlined
the university’s key per-
formance targets for the
coming academic year,
encouraging faculty
members to align their
efforts with the strategic
growth roadmap.

He expressed deep ap-
preciation for the ded-
ication and hard work
demonstrated by the
teaching and non-teach-
ing staff, particularly in
the areas of academic
innovation, student men-
torship, and campus de-
velopment.

The interaction con-
cluded on a high
note, with the
Chancellor mo-
tivating the team
to continue striv-
ing for excellence
and  contribute
proactively to the
university’s rising
d reputation in the
higher education
landscape.

Dr. Girish Desai Honoured with
‘Visionary Academic Leadership Award’

Pimpri Chinchwad Education Trust
(PCET) and Pimpri Chinchwad Uni-
versity (PCU), Pune, are proud to
share a moment of great pride and
inspiration.

Dr. Girish Desai, Executive Direc-
tor of PCET and PCU, has been con-
ferred with the esteemed “Visionary
Academic Leadership Award” at the
Maharashtra Education Icon 2025
event. The award was presented by
Hon. Shri Chandrakant Patil, Minis-
ter of Higher and Technical Educa-
tion, Government of Maharashtra, in
recognition of Dr. Desai’s exemplary
contributions to the field of educa-
tion.

This prestigious honour stands as
a testament to Dr. Desai’s unwav-
ering commitment to fostering stu-
dent-centric, value-driven, and inno-
vation-led education.

His leadership has been instrumen-
tal in positioning PCU as one of Ma-
harashtra’s most forward-thinking
institutions, dedicated to not just ac-
ademic excellence but also holistic
student development.

Under his guidance, PCU has
emerged as a dynamic educational
ecosystem where students are em-
powered to become skilled profes-

sionals,
citizens,
. leaders.
The award recognizes
more than just admin-
istrative success, it cel-
ebrates a vision.

Dr. Desai has cham-
pioned an educational
philosophy where val-

responsible
and future

ues, global perspec-
tives, industry read-
" iness, and inclusive

learning converge.

From strengthening faculty de-
velopment and research culture to
expanding industry-academia col-
laborations and promoting entrepre-
neurial thinking among students, his
leadership continues to shape a trans-
formative learning environment.

Adding to this honour, Dr. Desai
has also been nominated as a mem-
ber of the Maharashtra State Think
Tank, a prestigious panel that will
actively contribute to shaping educa-
tional policy at the state level.

His inclusion reflects the govern-
ment’s trust in his vision and expe-
rience and reinforces PCU’s role in
influencing progressive reforms in
higher education across Maharash-
tra. The Think Tank aims to ensure
that students’ needs, aspirations, and
future challenges remain central to
policymaking.

This dual recognition is not just a
personal milestone, it is a celebra-
tion of PCU’s collective journey to-
ward excellence. It echoes the insti-
tution’s founding mission: to nurture
minds, ignite curiosity, and prepare
students to thrive in a competitive
and ever-evolving world.

Honouring Academic Brilliance:
PCET and PCU Felicitate Meritorious Students
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In a heartfelt celebration of
dedication and academic ex-
cellence, Pimpri Chinchwad
Education Trust (PCET) and
Pimpri Chinchwad University,
in collaboration with Khan-
doba Mandir Trust, Akurdi,

proudly felicitated students
of Classes 10th and 12th who
achieved over 85%, with spe-
cial recognition to top scorers
who surpassed 99% in their
board examinations.

The felicitation ceremony
was graced by a host of distin-
guished dignitaries, including
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Shri Dnyaneshwar P. Landge,
Chairman, PCET; Shri Vit-
thal S. Kalbhor, Secretary,
PCET; Shri Shantaram D.
Garade, Treasurer, PCET; and
Shri Sunil Rasne, Chairman,
Shrimant Dagdusheth Halwai
Ganpati Trust, Pune.

Also present were Smt. Adv.
Dr. Rohini Pawar, Shri Vit-
thal R. Kalbhor, Member of
Khandoba Mandir Trust, and
Dr. Sudeep Thepade, Pro Vice
Chancellor, PCET’s Pimpri
Chinchwad University.

Dr. Thepade encouraged

the young achievers to
pursue higher educa-
tion with purpose and
passion,  highlighting
how strong academic
foundations can lead to
meaningful and impact-
ful careers.

\ Renowned career
2% coach Shri Vivek Ven-
1 gurlekar also addressed
{ the gathering, offering
insightful advice on
g how students can make
informed choices when
selecting courses and
universities after their board
exams.

This event was more than a
recognition ceremony—it was
a celebration of perseverance,
potential, and the promise of
the future.

The collaboration between
PCET, PCU, and the Khando-
ba Mandir Trust reflected their
shared commitment to nur-
turing talent and guiding stu-
dents toward success through
the right academic and career
pathways.

Pimpri Chinchwad University
had the privilege of hosting re-
nowned film, theatre, and tele-
vision actor Dr. Amit Behl as a
special invitee to the Academic
Council Meeting of the university.

The visit marked a significant
moment in the university’s journey
to strengthen its academic ecosys-
tem and foster deeper industry-aca-
demia collaboration.

With a career spanning over three
decades, Dr. Amit Behl is not only
celebrated for his versatile per-
formances in Hindi, Marathi, and
international projects but is also
widely respected as an arts advo-
cate, educator, and voice for the

Renowned Actor Dr. Amit Behl Visits
Pimpri Chinchwad University

acting community.

During his interaction at PCU,
Dr. Behl shared valuable insights
on bridging the gap between the en-
tertainment industry and academic
institutions. He also praised the uni-
versity’s commitment to interdisci-
plinary learning and innovation.

The Academic Council of Pimpri
Chinchwad University expressed
sincere gratitude for Dr. Behl’s con-
structive suggestions and visionary
outlook.

This collaborative exchange rein-
forced PCU’s vision of cultivating
an academic culture deeply rooted
in practical relevance, creativity,
and global engagement.
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Book Recommendation:

The Sixth Extinction: An Unnatural History
-Elizabeth Kolbert

Winner of the Pulitzer Prize, this compelling

book explores how human activity is dramatically
altering the planet and accelerating the loss of
species. Kolbert blends science, storytelling, and
journalism to highlight the urgency of environmen-
tal conservation and the impact of our choices.

Movie Recommendation:

Movie Name: “Tomorrow” (2015)

This uplifting French documentary takes viewers

on a global journey to explore real-world solutions
to the world’s environmental, economic, and social
challenges. From urban farming and renewable ener-
gy to alternative education and sustainable communi-
ties, Tomorrow showcases inspiring stories of people
and initiatives creating a better future—very much in
tune with the yogic values of harmony, mindfulness,

and balance with nature.

Empowering Career Choices:
Lokmat Career Mantra Seminar Held in Nashik

The Lokmat Career Mantra seminar
held in Nashik in collaboration with Pim-
pri Chinchwad Education Trust (PCET),
proved to be a resounding success.

and provide expert perspectives on how to
navigate life after Class 12.

The seminar featured insightful ses-
sions by a distinguished panel of educa-
The event aimed to guide students and tors including Dr. Amit Patil from Pimpri
parents on emerging career opportunities Chinchwad University (PCU), Dr. Ketan
= = Desale from Pimpri Chinchwad College
of Engineering (PCCoE), Dr. Chandrakant
Kokane and Prof. Ajay Sonawane from
NMIET, and Mr. Sushant Salvi from PCU.

Slaina

@ The event hall was filled to capacity, re-
9l e flecting the overwhelming interest from
e @ students and parents. The expert talks
VIS el focused on choosing the right academic

B D o path, aligning interests with industry de-
,::““"‘""“‘W mands, and preparing for a dynamic and

= tech-driven job market.

A key highlight of the session was the
engaging question-and-answer segment,
where participants raised relevant ca-
reer-related queries. Dr. Ketan Desale and
Dr. Amit Patil addressed the questions with
detailed responses, offering
clarity and motivation to as-
piring students.

The event concluded on
a high note with positive
feedback from attendees. It
was a valuable experience
for all, reinforcing PCET’s
continued commitment to
empowering the next gen-
eration through meaningful
career guidance.

eldHd

Career Mantra Akola Edition Empowers Students with
Clarity on Life After Class 12

“What af-
ter 12th?"—a
question  that

resonates in the
minds of count-
less  students
and parents §
each year—took
centre stage at
the Career Man-
tra seminar in
Akola.

The event,
jointly organised by Lok-
mat, Pimpri Chinchwad
University (PCU), and
Pimpri Chinchwad Educa-
tion Trust (PCET), provid-
ed much-needed guidance
and direction to students
preparing for one of the
most critical transitions in
their academic journey.

The seminar witnessed
enthusiastic  participation
from hundreds of students
and parents eager to ex-
plore diverse career path-
ways, understand the rap-
idly changing landscape
of higher education, and
get expert insights into
admission procedures, fu-
ture-ready programs, and
evolving professional op-
portunities.

The afternoon unfolded

with a dynamic lineup of
sessions by experienced
academic leaders and mo-

tivational speakers who
helped demystify the post-
HSC phase.

Prof. Vijay Navale, a re-
nowned career counsellor
from Pune, provided prac-
tical and thought-provok-
ing insights into career op-
tions beyond conventional
streams, encouraging stu-
dents to think beyond the
expected.

Dr. Sandeep Patil, Asso-
ciate Dean of PCET’s PC-
CoE, spoke on the impor-
tance of aligning personal
aptitude with futuristic ac-
ademic programs to remain
relevant in the fast-evolv-
ing job market.

Dr. Mayur Jakate, rep-
resenting PCET’s PCU,
made complex profes-

sional choices
in engineering
and higher ed-
ucation  easier
to understand,
{ especially  in
the context of
emerging tech-
nologies and in-
novation-driven

industries.
Prof. Deepika
Paranjape, As-

sistant Professor at PCET’s
NMIET, inspired students
to pursue their passions
with purpose, reinforcing
the idea that a fulfilling ca-
reer begins with choosing
what truly excites you.
Adding a powerful dose
of motivation, Prof. Sachin
Burghate, an international-
ly acclaimed motivational
speaker, energized the au-
dience with real-life sto-
ries of transformation and
resilience, urging students
to believe in their potential.
Together, the panelists
created a rich and empow-
ering learning experience
that helped young attend-
ees build a clear and con-
fident roadmap for their
academic and professional
futures.

Originating in ancient India,
yoga is one of the oldest and
most comprehensive systems
of physical, mental, and spir-
itual development known to
humanity. It traces its roots to
the Indus Valley Civilization,
with references found in an-
cient scriptures like the Rigve-
da, Upanishads, and later, the
Yoga Sutras of Patanjali. Far
beyond being just a form of ex-
ercise, yoga was traditionally a
holistic lifestyle encompassing
ethical living, breath control,
meditation, and self-discipline
aimed at achieving harmo-
ny between the mind, body,
and soul. For thousands of
years, it has helped individu-
als seek balance, inner peace,
and union with the universe.
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taining ecological balance and
improving the quality of life on
Earth. A single mature tree can
absorb up to 22 kilograms of car-
bon dioxide each year, helping to
reduce greenhouse gases and com-
bat climate change. At the same
time, it releases enough oxygen
annually to support two human
beings, making trees essential for
the survival of all living beings.
In addition to carbon capture, trees
act as natural filters absorbing
harmful pollutants such as nitrogen
oxides, ammonia, sulfur dioxide,
and ground-level ozone, there-
by purifying the air we breathe.
Beyond air purification, trees
provide crucial ecosystem ser-
vices. Forests and urban tree
cover help regulate temperature
by offering shade and releasing

The International Day of Yoga
is celebrated on June 21, align-
ing with the Summer Solstice,
the longest day of the year in the
Northern Hemisphere. This day
holds deep symbolic meaning
in yogic tradition it represents
awakening, clarity, and illumi-
nation, both in nature and with-
in the self. In yogic culture, the
Summer Solstice marks the be-
ginning of the spiritual journey
toward inner transformation,
making it a fitting day to hon-
our yoga’s universal message
of unity and well-being. This
global celebration, recognized
by the United Nations in 2014,
aims to promote the ancient In-
dian science of yoga as a path
to physical health, emotional
stability, and global harmony.

PCU’s Insights

PCU Participates in Samruddh Maharashtra: Visionary Conclave

Pimpri Chinchwad Univer-
sity had the honour of partici-
pating in the prestigious “Sam-
ruddh Maharashtra” summit
organized by News18 Lokmat.

The event was held at ITC
Grand Central, Mumbai, and
brought together some of the
most prominent political lead-
ers, policymakers, entrepre-
neurs, and cultural icons from
across Maharashtra.

It served as a dynamic plat-
form to discuss the state’s
roadmap for inclusive and sus-
tainable growth.

Representing PCU, Dr. Gi-
rish Desai, Executive Direc-
tor of PCET and PCU, was
specially invited to attend the
gathering.

His presence at the summit
highlighted PCU’s active role
in contributing to the state’s
education ecosystem. As an
Associate Partner of the event,
PCU proudly aligned itself
with the larger vision of a pro-

gressive and prosperous Ma-
harashtra.

The summit witnessed the
presence of key state leaders
including Chief Minister Shri
Eknath Shinde, Deputy Chief
Minister Shri Devendra Fad-
navis, and several other cab-
inet ministers and dignitaries
such as Shri Uday Samant,
Shri Girish Mahajan, Smt.
Meghna Bordikar, and Shri
Shrikant Shinde.

The event also saw partici-
pation from renowned political
figures, industrial leaders, and
celebrated personalities from

the fields of cinema, business,
and civil society including
Aditya Thackeray, Mahesh
Manjrekar, Kedar Shinde, Om
Raut, Shaina NC, and many
others, creating an atmosphere
rich with ideas, collaboration,
and vision.

Dr. Desai took the opportu-
nity to connect with several of
these influential personalities,
sharing insights into PCU’s
rapid growth as one of India’s
top emerging universities.

He emphasized PCU’s com-
mitment to research, innova-
tion, and industry-aligned ed-
ucation that is helping to shape
future-ready graduates.

The university’s focus on
experiential learning, entre-
preneurial thinking, and global
engagement was well received
by attendees, reinforcing
PCU’s relevance in today’s
fast-evolving knowledge econ-
omy.
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“In every walk with nature
one receives far more than he seeks.”
- John Muir

“What is this life if, full of care,
We have no time to stand and stare.”
- W.H. Davies, Leisure

Expressed by Raj Sarpate
Media and Communication Studies
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Expressed by Jessica Fernandez

School of Media and Communication

[ Studies (F.Y)
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Expressed by Mauli Chavan
School of Media and Communication Studies
(EY)

Expressed by: Nabarun Sarmah
School of Media and Communication
Studies (F.Y)

Expressed by: Viraj Walunj
School of Engineering (S.Y)
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Expressed by Akash Patil
School of Media and Communication Studies
(FY)

Expressed by Darshan Gaikwad
School of Engineering (S.Y)

Expressed by Aditi Munjal
School of Media and Communication
Studies (EY)

Pimpri  Chinchwad  University
(PCU), Pune, joyfully marked the
International Day of Yoga 2025
with a powerful celebration centered
around this year’s global theme
“Yoga for One Earth, One Health” as
declared by the Ministry of AYUSH,
Government of India.

The celebration, held on the univer-
sity campus, reflected PCU’s deep
commitment to the holistic develop-
ment of its students, faculty, and the
environment.

The morning began with an invigo-
rating yoga session led by Dr. Man-
isha Sonawane, a seasoned yoga
practitioner and wellness guide.

The session brought together stu-
dents, faculty members, and uni-
versity staff in a collective expres-
sion of mindfulness and physical
well-being.

Participants practiced a series of
asanas, breathing techniques (pra-
nayama), and guided meditation
aimed at nurturing inner calm and
improving mental clarity. The en-
tire campus was filled with a serene,
positive energy as the PCU fami-
ly embraced the ancient wisdom of
yoga in unison. —

Adding a meaningful -

layer to the celebration, the session
concluded with a Tree Plantation
Program, where participants planted
saplings across the campus.

The act symbolized growth, grati-
tude, and a commit-
ment t o
envi-
ron -
mental
sus -
tain-
abili-
ty—re-
inforc-
ing the
message
that
while
yoga
nur-
tures
the
inner
self, trees
nurture
the Earth. This beau-
tiful synergy between yoga
and nature served as
a re-
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minder that our health and the plan-
et’s health are deeply interconnect-
ed.
The 2025 theme, “Yoga for One
Earth, One Health,” underscores a
growing global awareness of the
unity between human well-being
and environmental balance.
As climate change, lifestyle
diseases, and mental health
challenges continue to rise,
yoga has emerged as a
universal tool to foster
resilience—physically,
emotionally, and spir-
itually.
Celebrating this day
is not merely about
. stretching muscles;
it is about expand-
ing awareness and
reinforcing responsi-
bility toward ourselves,
4‘// society, and the environ-
ment.
For students especially, yoga
offers a powerful means to man-
age stress, enhance focus, and
build emotional intelligence in
a high-pressure academic world.
In his address, university lead-
ership encouraged students to

adopt yoga not just as a physical
routine but as a lifelong practice that
enhances personal growth, empathy,
and ethical living.

They highlighted that PCU’s vision
of education goes beyond textbooks
and classrooms it includes nurtur-
ing compassionate, conscious, and
well-rounded individuals who are
prepared to lead in a complex and
interconnected world.

By combining ancient wellness
practices with environmental stew-
ardship, PCU’s celebration of Inter-
national Day of Yoga 2025 served as
a model for how educational institu-
tions can lead the way in promoting
sustainable, healthy, and mindful
living.

It was a day of collective transfor-
mation—where every breath, every
pose, and every sapling planted sym-
bolized hope, balance, and a brighter
future.

As the university continues its jour-
ney toward excellence and respon-
sibility, the message remains clear:
Let us carry forward the wisdom of
yoga and the commitment to sustain-
ability—mnot just on Yoga Day, but
every day.
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“One impulse from a
“Be like a tree and let the
dead leaves drop.”

— Rumi

vernal wood
May teach you more of man,

Of moral evil and of good,
Than all the sages can.”
-William Wordsworth,

Empowering Young Minds
Career Guidance Seminar Held in Latur

Continuing the mission to guide
students across Maharashtra, Pimpri
Chinchwad University (PCU), in col-
laboration with Lokmat Career Mantra,
hosted yet another impactful Career
Guidance Seminar—this time in Latur.

The event witnessed an overwhelming
response from students and parents who
filled the venue with energy, enthusiasm,
and a thirst for knowledge.

Prof. Vijay Navale, renowned career
counsellor and motivational speaker, de-
livered an uplifting session encouraging
students to make confident and well-in-
formed career choices. He inspired the
audience to follow their passion with
clarity and purpose.

Prof Dr Ramdas Biradar, Professor

at PCU Pune, provided key insights
into industry-relevant programs and
emphasized how institutions like PCU
are shaping future-ready professionals
through innovative academic practices.

Prof. Sagar Deshpande, Associate
Professor at NMIET, spoke on the im-
portance of adaptability and lifelong
learning in a fast-changing, tech-driven
world.

He stressed the need for students to
embrace evolving technologies and stay
ahead of industry trends.

The seminar sparked engaging dis-
cussions and meaningful questions
from the audience, creating a truly elec-
trifying atmosphere of learning and mo-
tivation.
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Empowermg Students with Future-Ready
Insights at Nandurbar

: With its aim to guide young
. minds across Maharashtra,
: Pimpri Chinchwad Educa-
: tion Trust (PCET), in col-
: laboration with Lokmat,
: hosted a highly engaging
: Career Guidance Seminar
. in Nandurbar.

. The event attracted a large
: audience of students and
. parents eager to understand
: the academic and profes-
: sional possibilities that lie
. ahead after Class 12.

: The seminar served as a
¢ comprehensive
: to address common ques-
: tions about career plan-
: ning, course selection, and
¢ industry

platform

trends—bringing

much-needed clarity and
direction to hundreds of
participants.

Dr. Shitalkumar Rawa-
ndale, Dean & Director
(Training & Placement),
PCET, provided valuable
guidance on how to choose
the right institute and ac-
ademic stream to ensure
long-term career success.
His advice encouraged stu-
dents to make informed
decisions based on aptitude
and future opportunities.
Dr. Pranav Charkha, Pro-
fessor, School of Engineer-
ing & Technology, Pimpri
Chinchwad University
(PCU), spoke about the ris-

= ing demand for careers in
= Computer

Engineering,
Artificial Intelligence &
Machine Learning (Al &
ML), and Al & Data Sci-
ence (Al & DS).

He emphasized the need
for students to develop
relevant technical skills
and stay aligned with fu-
ture industry trends.

Dr. Amol Badhe, Profes-
sor at PCET’s NMIET,
addressed the audience on
the importance of adapt-
ing to a technology-driv-
en world and preparing
for a dynamic, innova-
tion-led job market.

One of the highlights of the
event was the personalized
counselling session for stu-
dents who scored 75% and
above in their Class 12 ex-
ams.

These students received ex-
pert advice tailored to their
strengths, helping them take
confident steps toward their
chosen careers.

The seminar concluded
with a highly positive re-
sponse from both students
and parents, who appreci-
ated the expert insights and
practical takeaways.
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THINK] EXPRESS] INSPIRE
PCU Hosts Global Entrepreneurship Conclave (GEC) 20235 in Dubai

as a powerful platform for idea HES
exchange, meaningful dia- g
logue, networking, and collab-
orations aimed at shaping the
future of business and innova-
tion.

The Conclave was inaugu-
rated with Keynote Remarks
by Shri Harshwardhan Pa-
s til, Chancellor of Pimpri 4 GL
| VE\S\’]%D{E% Chinchwad University and o

A | vusrs Former Minister, Government
, of Maharashtra. In his address,
| Shri Patil emphasized the role

of entrepreneurship, innova-
tion, and global collaboration in build-
ing a sustainable and prosperous future.
His words set the tone for the Conclave,
inspiring participants to work collective-
ly toward impactful solutions for global
challenges.

One of the highlights of the Conclave
was a Dialogue Session on “The Future
of Science and Technology for the Ad-
vancement of Human Civilization”, led
by Dr. Sundeep Waslekar, President of
the Strategic Foresight Group and
author of A World Without
War. Dr. Waslekar shared
thought-provoking in-
sights on how sci-
ence and tech-
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strengthen
global coop-
eration, and [

) Pimpri Chinchwad University (PCU)
successfully hosted the Glob-
al Entrepreneurship Conclave
(GEC) 2025 at Hotel Con-
rad, Dubai, bringing
together visionary
leaders, entre-
preneurs,
pol-

accelerate hu- ||
man advance-
ment. His ses-
sion resonated
deeply  with
the Conclave’s
vision of unit-
ing change-
makers for a
better tomor-
rOow.

The Conclave also fea-
tured an inspiring session
by Mr. Prataprao Pawar,

nology can renowned industrialist and
drive sus- Chairman of Sakal Media
tainable Group, Pune. Speaking on
prog- “Al in Agriculture and the

Project ‘Farm of the Fu-
ture’,” Mr. Pawar outlined
how Artificial Intelligence

can transform agriculture

icy-
makers, academicians,
and innovators from across the

ress,

world. The three-day event served by enhancing efficiency, im- &8 Yo \ ‘ e
ee— PCU Celebrates Independence Day
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Pimpri Chinchwad University celebrated India’s
79th Independence Day with great zeal, unity, and
patriotic fervour.

The campus was adorned in the spirit of freedom
as students, faculty, and staff came together to hon-
our the nation’s legacy.

The celebration was led by Hon’ble Chancellor
Shri Harshavardhan Patil, who unfurled the national
flag and delivered an inspiring address. He reminded
the gathering that independence is both a gift and a
responsibility, urging everyone to uphold unity, re-
[r—
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spect, and inclusiveness while contributing to the
progress of the nation.

Students from all schools took a pledge to act re-
sponsibly and sensitively towards society, reaffirm-
ing their commitment to dignity and harmony. A dis-
ciplined flag marching parade reflected respect for
the nation, while vibrant cultural performances of
patriotic songs, dances, and skits showcased creativ-
ity and pride in India’s cultural diversity.

The event also highlighted PCU’s social responsi-
bility initiatives. Anti-Ragging Week was observed
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with students pledging to stand against ragging, re-
inforcing the university’s commitment to a safe and
inclusive environment.

A Poster Design Exhibition further expressed
themes of freedom and social responsibility, earning
appreciation from Shri Patil.

With enthusiastic participation from leadership,
faculty, and students, the celebration became a proud
homage to India and a showcase of PCU’s creativity,
talent, and unity.
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Book Recommendation:
Anandamath

-Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay

First published in 1882, Anandamath is a landmark novel
in Indian literature and nationalism. Set against the Bengal
famine and the Sannyasi Rebellion, it narrates the struggle
of ascetic warriors fighting against colonial rule. The novel
introduced the patriotic song Vande Mataram, which

went on to inspire generations during India’s freedom

movement.

Movie Recommendation:

Movie Name: Movie — Hageeqat (1964)
Dirccled by Chetan Anand, Haqeeqal is a poignant war
drama based on the Sino-Indian War of 1962. Known
for ifs realistic portrayal of soldiers’ sacrifices and

its soul-stirring music, the film beautifully capturcs
themes of patriotism, love, and loss, making it one of
Indian cinema’s most iconic war filis.

PCU Observes Anti-Ragging Week 2025 with Awareness, Engagement, and Commitment
e Tk I

Pimpri Chinchwad Univer-
sity (PCU) successfully ob-
served Anti-Ragging Week
2025, reaffirming its strong
commitment to creating a
safe, inclusive, and respectful
campus environment in line
with the directives of the Uni-
versity Grants Commission
(UGO).

The week-long campaign,
coordinated by the Registrar’s
Office and the Department
of Student Development &
Welfare under the leadership
of Dr. Anju Bala, featured a
blend of awareness drives,
cultural activities, competi-
tions, and interactive sessions
that engaged students across
the campus.

The campaign commenced
on 12th August 2025 with an
inaugural ceremony graced
by Mr. Kumar Ramchandra
Kadam, Inspector, Vadgaon,
Pune, as the Chief Guest. De-

livering a thought-provoking
address, he outlined the legal
framework and consequences
of ragging, emphasizing that
it is punishable under the In-
dian Penal Code (IPC) and
UGC Regulations with penal-
ties including imprisonment,
expulsion, and cancellation of
admission.

He further highlighted the
role of the Anti-Ragging
Committee and Squad,
the availability of a 24x7 ¢
helpline, and the signifi-
cance of counseling and
pledge ceremonies in
building awareness.

The ceremony was at-
tended by PCU dignitar-
ies including Dr. Girish &
Desai, Executive Direc- & |
tor, PCET; Dr. Govind |
Kulkarni, Vice Chancel-
lor; and Dr. Sudeep D. |
Thepade, Pro Vice Chan-
cellor, whose presence
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reinforced the wuniversity’s
zero-tolerance policy towards
ragging.

Special  acknowledgments
were extended to Dr. R.G. Bi-
radar, Director — Outreach Ad-
missions & HoD, and event
coordinators Mr. Mahesh Jag-
tap and Mr. Vinod Yadav for
their efforts in ensuring the
success of the ceremony.

Throughout the week, social

mnnmmmﬁ“ﬂf v
aguy O et |
media campaigns featuring
informative graphics, videos,
and student testimonials were
launched to extend the reach
of anti-ragging awareness
beyond campus, connecting
with students, parents, and the
larger community. On-cam-
pus, creative and interactive
events highlighted the impor-
tance of fostering mutual re-
spect and empathy.
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A Nukkad Natak (street play)
performed in the campus
courtyard vividly portrayed
the emotional, psychological,
and academic consequences
of ragging. Using placards,
slogans, and dramatic expres-
sions, the performers deliv-
ered a strong message: “Rag-
ging is not fun—it’s a crime.
Stop it, Report it, Prevent it.”
The week also featured a
Debate Competition at the
Moot Court, where stu-
dents engaged in structured
arguments and counter-
arguments, offering con-
structive solutions to ad-
dress ragging.

A Poster Making Com-
i petition  further  show-
{ cased students’ creativity,
as impactful posters with
messages like “Say No
to Ragging” reflected the
collective voice of the
youth against intimidation

and harassment.

On 15th August 2025, co-
inciding with India’s 79th
Independence Day celebra-
tions, the university organized

a collective Anti-Ragging
Pledge Ceremony immediate-
ly after the flag-hoisting. Stu-
dents, faculty, and staff took
a solemn pledge to uphold
the values of dignity, equal-
ity, and respect, reaffirming
PCU’s mission to nurture a
ragging-free academic eco-
system.

The Valedictory Function
marked the conclusion of An-
ti-Ragging Week, formally
acknowledging the contribu-
tions of students and faculty
while reinforcing the univer-
sity’s ongoing commitment to
creating a secure, supportive,
and inclusive campus envi-
ronment.

PCU’S INSIGHTS

PCU Faculty Gain Hands-On Training in Advanced

tions.

The full-day program saw the active par-
ticipation of eight dedicated faculty mem-
bers from the School of Pharmacy, PCU,

A Faculty Training Program on High
Performance Thin Layer Chromatography
(HPTLC) was successfully conducted at
Anchrom Enterprises, Mulund East, Mum-
bai, offering PCET’s Pimpri Chinchwad
University (PCU) faculty a valuable op-
portunity to explore advanced analytical
techniques and their real-world applica-

HPTLC Techniques

learning experience. Designed to

_ bridge the gap between academia
and industry, the training focused
on the latest trends in HPTLC
analysis with applications across
drugs,
cosmetics, and food.

The workshop provided in-depth
exposure to instrumentation, ad-
vanced techniques, and emerg-
ing trends in HPTLC, equipping
faculty members with practical
knowledge to enhance teaching,
research, and innovation in the pharma-
ceutical sciences.

The program was coordinated by Asst.
Prof. Ms. Deeksha Chaskar with the con-
stant support and guidance of Prof. Rajesh
Patil, Dean & HoD, School of Pharmacy.

With this training, the School of Pharma-

dyes, phytoconstituents,

cy at PCU continues to strengthen its ac-

who engaged in an intensive, hands-on

ademic and research excellence, ensuring
its faculty and students stay aligned with
global industry practices and innovations.

Pune School of Sciences Conducts Study Camp on
Wellness for MBA Students

=

ties.

The camp began with mental wellness
assessments using DASS-21 (Depression,
Anxiety, and Stress Scale) and the Big Five
Personality Tests, enabling students to gain
insights into their psychological strengths

and areas for improvement.

The Pune School of Sciences, in collabo-
ration with Rahat Diet and Wellness Clinic,
organized a dynamic Study Camp at IFEEL,
Lonavala for First-Year MBA students.
The event focused on promoting holistic
well-being by addressing both mental and
physical health, combining scientific as-
sessments with engaging wellness activi-

PCUDIET & yy,

mia;

This was followed by a series of
health check-ups, including Body
-~ Composition Analysis (BCA), glu-

cose testing, and blood pressure
% monitoring, all aimed at increasing
Sacttl: awareness of personal health indi-
aune cators. Students also benefited from
«: personalized diet consultations, help-
ing them understand the importance
of nutrition in managing lifestyle
and enhancing overall productivity.

The day concluded on a high-energy
note with a lively Zumba session,
where students came together to experi-
ence the joy of movement, relaxation, and
fitness. The activity not only boosted enthu-
siasm but also reinforced the importance of
incorporating regular physical activity into
daily routines.

Speaking about the initiative,
ty members highlighted that the camp
was designed to empower students with
knowledge, self-awareness, and practical
tools for maintaining mental and phys-
ical well-being, which are essential for
future leaders navigating demanding ac-
ademic and professional environments.

facul-

Exploring Management in Nature’s Lap — A Grand Success!

The School of Man-

ment.

SOET Hosts FDP on “Unlock the Power of Al in Education and Research”

The School of Engineering & Tech- ensuring a future-ready and learner-cen-

11

agement at Pimpri
Chinchwad Universi-
ty, Pune, successfully
organized an Outdoor
Management Activity
at the scenic Sneh Re-

Students not only :

nology (SOET), First Year Engineering  tric approach to higher education.
© gained practical mana- :

In the education segment, the sessions
highlighted how AI is revolutionizing
pedagogy, institutional practices, and
learner engagement. Faculty explored
ethical Al integration while promot-

XL Jone : Department, Pimpri Chinchwad Univer-
geerial insights but also : gtv (PCU) successfully organized a two-
qﬂt stronger bonds . week Online Faculty Development Pro-
Wlth IS P eersh, creaﬁ : gramme (FDP) on the theme “Unlock the
jine memories that wi'l : Power of Al in Education and Research.”

sort.

The event provided
students with a unique
opportunity to step out
of the classroom and
immerse themselves in
experiential learning
amidst nature.

Throughout the day,
students engaged in a
series of thoughtful-
ly designed activities
that combined man-
agement concepts with

S
BTy e

hands-on challenges.
Team-building ses-
sions encouraged col-
laboration and trust,
while leadership exer-
cises inspired partic-
ipants to take charge
with confidence.

Strategic prob-
lem-solving challenges
tested their ability to
think critically under

pressure, while fun-
filled adventure games
ensured that learning
was balanced with joy
and enthusiasm.

The serene setting
of Sneh Resort added
immense value to the
experience, allowing
participants to reflect,
connect, and grow in
a refreshing environ-

room.
shaping future manag-
ers with skills rooted
and leadership.

portive team at Sneh

event a success.

last beyond the class- :

The event received an overwhelming

The activity proved to response with around 1,200 registered

be a meaningful step in :
: ing diverse academic and research back-
: grounds.

in teamwork, strategy, :

participants from across India, represent-

The FDP featured expert-led sessions

: offering valuable insights into the trans-

Th:'t Sgho?l eglpressed : formative role of Artificial Intelligence
Sl e SUD : (AI) in both teaching and research. Par-

Resort for their contri- : ticipants were introduced to the Out-

butions in making the : come-Based Education (OBE) frame-

. work, with discussions on how AI can
* support each stage of the OBE process,

ing critical thinking, fairness, and ac-
countability.

Demonstrations of cutting-edge
tools such as ChatGPT, Edu-Aid,
Canva, Mentimeter, and Google Co-
pilot showcased practical ways of
personalizing learning, streamlining
assessments, and engaging Gen Z
learners.

Key themes included NEP 2020
alignment, T-shaped professionals,
interactive pedagogy, and prompt engi-
neering.
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“Patriotism cannot be our final spiri-
tual shelter; my refuge is humanity. I
will not buy glass for the price of dia-

monds, and T will never allow patrio-

tism to triumph over humanity as long

as I live.” - Rabindranath Tagore

PCU 8

“Society grows great when old men plant
trees whose shade they know they shall
never sit in.”

- Greek Proverb

a GPS Map Camera
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Institution’s Innovation Cell Hosts Poster Design Com-
petition 2025

The Institution’s Innovation Cell
(IIC) of Pimpri Chinchwad Univer-
sity successfully organized the Post-
er Design Competition 2025, which
witnessed enthusiastic participation
and remarkable creativity from stu-
dents.

A total of 37 teams representing
the Schools of Engineering, Man-
agement, Pharmacy, Design, and
Media Sciences showcased their tal-
ent in this vibrant event.

The competition revolved around
two stimulating themes; “Hu-
man-Machine Fusion” and “Find-
ing Wonder in the Ordinary.” Par-
ticipants interpreted these concepts
with imagination, sensitivity, and
innovation, resulting in thought-pro-
voking and visually striking posters.

The event was inaugurated by Dr.
Vijay Patil, President of IIC, in the
presence of Dr. Neeru Malik (Vice
President IIC and Associate direc-
tor, centre for innovation and entre-
preneurship), Dr. Archana Rathore
(Director, Faculty Development and
Welfare), Mr. Abhishek Choudhary
(Dean, Applied Arts). Ms. Pooja
Dolas (Co-Coordinator, IIC), Mr.
Matlub Ali Khan (Deputy Librari-
an), Ms. Sannidhya Misal (Mem-

ber, 1IC), Ms. Nidhi Wairagade
(Member, 11C).

The Central Library served as the
creative hub where students brought
their innovative ideas to life.

The competition highlighted the di-
versity of talent across disciplines.
First Prize was awarded to Trup-
ti Salve, Komal Tambe, and Purva
Kalkute from the School of Engi-
neering.

The Second Prize went to Tejas-
wini Suman, also from Engineer-
ing, while Shashank Kumar from
the School of Management secured
the Third Prize. Consolation prizes
were presented to Anushka Singh,
Aditi Shinde, and Sayli Shinde from
the School of Pharmacy, along with
Pranali More from the School of En-
gineering.

The winners were felicitated on
Independence Day by Chancellor
Mr. Harshavardhan Patil, and their
artworks were proudly displayed at
the Poster Design Exhibition on the
same day.

The event not only celebrated inno-
vation and design thinking but also
reflected the creativity and vibrant
spirit of PCU students.
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“We are not merely individu-
als, but threads in the fabric
of society; when one is torn,
the whole is frayed.”

“The love of one’s country is a
splendid thing. But why should
love stop at the border?”
-Pablo Casals

PCU Signs Landmark MoU with UGC-MMTC for
Faculty Development and Academic Excellence

Pimpri Chinchwad University (PCU) has
taken a significant leap in its journey of ac-
ademic innovation and excellence by signing
a landmark Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) with UGC—Malaviya Mission Teacher
Training Centre (MMTC), Human Resource
Development Centre (HRDC).

The collaboration marks a milestone in
strengthening faculty development, promot-
ing multidisciplinary learning, and fostering a
future-ready academic ecosystem.

The MoU was formalized in the presence
of Prof. (Dr.) Rajesh Kumar Dubey, Director,
UGC-HRDC, who commended PCU’s re-
markable progress. He remarked, “What takes
two decades, PCU has achieved in two years.
This reflects PCU’s clarity of purpose and vi-
sionary leadership.”

Through this partnership, PCU will be em-
powered to organize UGC-sponsored National
Faculty Development Programs (FDPs), cre-
ating vital opportunities for educators across
disciplines to engage in academic exchange,

curricular  in-
novation, and
interdisciplin-
ary  dialogue.
The initiative
strongly aligns
with the vision
of the National
Education Poli-
cy (NEP) 2020,

which empha-
sizes  faculty
empowerment
and holistic

learning.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr. Girish Desai,
Executive Director, PCET, highlighted that
this collaboration resonates with PCU’s ethos
of collaboration, inclusivity, and academic
rigor, strengthening its commitment to build-
ing a vibrant academic community.

Vice Chancellor Dr. Govind Kulkarni em-
phasized the role of such alliances in con-
necting academic aspirations with national
development missions like Viksit Bharat and
Make in India, while Pro Vice Chancellor Dr.
Sudeep Thepade reiterated PCU’s dedication
to industry-oriented programs, global collab-
orations, and holistic education for both stu-
dents and educators.

This MoU stands as a proud milestone for
Pimpri Chinchwad University, reinforcing
its mission of driving academic excellence,
empowering faculty, and contributing to the
nation’s educational and developmental goals.

Students Gain Global Exposure through International

Study Tour to Dubai

The School of Manage-
ment at Pimpri Chinchwad
University (PCU) recently
organized an International
Study Tour to Dubai, giv-
ing students a unique op-
portunity to broaden their
academic and cultural hori-
zons.

The tour combined in-
dustry  exposure  with
cross-cultural experiences,
ensuring that students not
only learned beyond the
classroom but also devel-
oped skills essential for be-
coming future-ready global
leaders.

During the

visit, stu-

dents engaged in interac-

tive learning sessions and
gained valuable insights
into international business
practices. They explored
global enterprises
function in dynamic mar-
kets, observed
tion-driven industries, and

how
innova-

understood the nuances of
leadership in a multicultur-
al environment.

These experiences helped
them appreciate the im-
portance of adaptability,
teamwork, and strategic
thinking in a globalized
economy.

Alongside
learning, the study tour
offered students a chance

academic

to immerse themselves in
Dubai’s rich cultural diver-
sity.

Interactions with peers,
industry experts, and men-
tors enabled them to build
confidence
their networking abilities,
while also fostering collab-
orative growth.

The tour proved to be a
transformative journey,
equipping with
new perspectives, practical
knowledge, and lifelong
memories. PCU extended
its gratitude to the men-
tors, coordinators, and in-
dustry partners who made
this initiative possible,

and enhance

students
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Late. Shri. Shankarrao B. Patil
(15 February 1924 — 13 September 2006)

THINK

EXPRESS

INSPIR

PCET Pays Tribute to Founder Chairman
Late Shri Shankarraoji Patil on His 19th Punyatithi

im p r i
Chinchwad
Education

Trust (PCET) ob-
served the 19th Pu-
nyatithi of Late Shri
Shankarrao (Bhau)
Bajirao Patil, Found-
er Chairman of
PCET, with a sol-
emn
rative programme

commemo-

Founder Chairman, PCET.
Member of Legislative Assembly
1952-57

Minister of State between 1962-74
Cabinet Minister in Government of
Mabharashtra during 1974-78.
Member of Parliament between
19801984 and 1989-1991

held at the Akurdi

Campus.
Shankarrao
Bhau, remem-

bered as a vision-
ary leader, states-

impri Chinchwad Universi-
Pty, successfully conducted

Deeksharambh 2025-26, the
annual Induction Program designed
to welcome and orient its new batch
of students across all schools.

The multi-day event combined ac-
ademic inspiration, cultural vibrancy,
interactive sessions, and bonding ac-
tivities, setting the foundation for a
transformative journey ahead.

The School of Engineering & Tech-
nology hosted its induction with
grandeur, graced by eminent digni-
taries including Shri. Harshvardhan
S. Patil, Hon. Chancellor, PCU,
and Mrs. Kanchan Bhonde, Senior
Director, Sogeti—Capgemini, Pune
as the Chief Guest. Trustees, man-
agement representatives, and senior
leadership of PCU also marked their
presence.

A special highlight was the felicita-
tion of top meritorious students, cele-
brating their academic achievements.

The ceremony emphasized innova-
tion, growth, and lifelong learning as
guiding principles for the new batch
of budding engineers.

man, and social reformer,
dedicated his life to edu-
cation and social welfare.
As the Founder Presi-
dent of PCET, his mis-
sion was to empower
youth with access to
quality education while
ensuring inclusivity for
students from diverse
backgrounds.

The programme
graced by veteran jour-
nalist Shri Madhukar
Bhave Ji, who eloquent-
ly reflected on Bhau’s
remarkable journey, his

was

values, struggles, and
immense contributions to
society.

His leadership in public
life as a Minister, Par-
liamentarian, and Social
Reformer played a pivot-
al role in shaping Maha-
rashtra’s progress.

Born into an agricultural
family, Shankarrao Bhau
rose to prominence as a

respected leader, hold-
ing key portfolios in the
Maharashtra State Gov-
ernment such as Labour,
Rural Development,
Co-operation, Dairy De-
velopment, and Finance,
while also serving as a
Member of Parliament
twice.

In 1990, driven by his
vision to make technical
and professional educa-
tion accessible to all, he
founded PCET, which to-
day stands as a testament
to his ideals.

On this occasion, the
stage was graced by
Padmatai Bhosale,
Vice-Chairperson of
Pimpri Chinchwad Edu-
cation Trust (PCET); Vit-
thal Kalbhor, Secretary
(PCET); Dr. Girish De-
sai, Executive Director
(PCET); and Sachin It-
kar, Member of the Gov-
erning Board of Pimpri

Chinchwad University.
The programme
nessed the presence of a
large gathering, including
directors, principals, fac-
ulty members, non-teach-
ing staff, and well-wish-
ers from all schools and
colleges under PCET.

The event was orga-
nized under the guid-
ance of Shri Dnyanesh-
war Landge, Chairman
of PCET; Smt. Padmatai
Bhosale, Vice-Chairper-
son; Shri Vitthal Kalbhor,
Secretary; Shri  Shan-
taram Garade, Treasur-

wit-

er; and Chancellor PCU
Shri Harshvardhan Patil,
Trustees Shri Narendra
Landge, and Shri Ajinkya
Kalbhor.

The PCET communi-
ty fondly remembered
Bhau’s unwavering com-
mitment to education,
social justice, and na-
tion-building.

His legacy continues
to inspire generations,
and the institutions he

built remain dedicated
to carrying forward his
mission of service to so-
ciety.

Deeksharambh 2025-26
PCU Welcomes Its New Batch with Enthusmsm and Inspiration

The School of Pharmacy welcomed
its first-year B.Pharm and D.Pharm
students with an engaging campus
orientation, introducing them to
state-of-the-art laboratories, a mod-
ern library, and academic facilities.

The induction highlighted the im-
portance of curiosity, research, and
practical exposure in shaping their
professional journey.

Creativity took center stage at the
School of Design with the Induction
Exhibition 2025, a spectacular show-
case of imagination, innovation, and
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design excellence.

Students presented their creative
works, reflecting PCU’s vision of
nurturing design thinking and inno-
vation from the very start of their ac-
ademic journey.

The School of Law conducted
its induction with distinguished
guests, Hon’ble Shri Mahendra
K. Mahajan, Principal District
Judge, Pune, Hon’ble Shri Krish-
nakant Pandey, DIG IIM CRPF,
and Hon’ble Shri Ashish Ran-
jan, Deputy Commandant, CRPF.

. Pimpri Chinchwad Education Trust's
PIMPRI CHINCHWAD UNIVERSITY, P'UNL

Legacy Of Nurturing Excellence Since 1990

1
Chinchwad
University

|

Meritorious students were felicitated,
while eminent speakers inspired the
freshers to uphold values of justice,
discipline, and service.

The School of Computer Appli-
cations inducted the students with
thought-provoking addresses by Dr.
Deepak Shikarpur, Director, Kinetic
Communications & Belsire Group
of Industries and Mr. Amol Dhanpal-
war, VP, Haptiq Labs.

The School of Sciences hosted its
ceremony with Dr. Siddarth Dhende,

|\Nl|)ucntm ceremony v /

| PCEDs
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Ex. Deputy Mayor, Pune, as Chief

Guest and Dr. Paras Daithankar,

Founder — Mattrix as Guest of Hon-

our.

Inspirational sessions encouraged
freshers to embrace scientific think-
ing, curiosity, and innovation.

The School also conducted fun ac-
tivities and ice-breaking sessions for
the students.

The School of Management or-
ganized a power-packed induction
with Shri. Mankoskar Surendraku-
mar, Principal Commissioner, Cen-
tral Taxes, Vadodara, as Chief Guest,

and Dr. Amarendra Sahoo, Former
Regional Director, RBI and Mr. Vi-
jayrao Patil, Ex. AVP, Smartchem
Technology as Guests of Honour.
Students benefitted from multiple
expert-led sessions on finance, com-
munication, product management,
e-commerce, and global cultures.

Engaging management games, out-
door team-building activities, and a
lively Freshers’ Party ensured that
learning was balanced with fun and

bonding.

The School of Media and Com-
munication celebrated its induc-
tion with industry icons. Gargee
Kulkarni, Producer of blockbust-
ers Sairat and Jhund, along with
Priyanka Dubey, noted costume
designer, addressed students on
creativity and the media industry.

The week-long program includ-
ed team-building exercises, the-
ater workshops by Mayur Bharad,
ice-breaking sessions, ad-making,
and face painting activities, of-
fering freshers a dynamic start to
their creative journey.
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Book Recommendation:
Tuesdays with Morrie
-Mitch Albom

A timeless classic, beautifully captures the bond between

Movie Recon
Movie Name: The Dis

DircciedChaitanya Tamhane, is a,

7/PCU S8

a teacher and a student. This heartwarming book reminds beautifully explores fhe world.of I

us that teachers are not just academic guides, but lifelong through the jourtiey of S‘harad N

disciple striving for execllence while g
d

mentors who shape our values and perspectives. It is an

inspiring read for both students and educators, celebrat-
ing the deep impact of teaching and learning beyond the

classroom.

£ 5. Ganpati Bappa Morya!!l:PCU Celebrates Ganesh Festival

impri Chinchwad Uni-
versity, came alive with
colors of faith and fes-

The Five-Day Ganesh Festival brought along Enthusiasm, Devotion, Cultural Harmony

nity together.

was

reverence.

tivity as the campus celebrated
the five-day Ganapati Bappa
Poojan with deep devotion,
enthusiasm, and unity.

The celebrations created a
vibrant cultural environ-

ment that brought the en-
tire university commu-

Each of the five days
devoted to
Ganapati
pa, with stu-
dents,
ty members,
deans, direc-
tors, heads of

cellor gather-
ing daily to
perform
Aarti

great zeal and

The air was filled with the
sound of devotional chants,

Bap-

facul-

sivity.
departments,
the Pro
Vice-Chan-
cellor, and the pEioEdy
Vice-Chan-

well-being.

the
with

ner.

pI'OCGSSlOIl

the fragrance of flowers, and
the glow of lamps, creating an
atmosphere of spirituality and
positivity across the campus.
The celebrations were not only
about rituals but also about fos-
tering a sense of cultural togeth-
erness and shared identity.
Students took active roles as
coordinators and participants,
showcasing teamwork and dedi-
cation, while faculty and lead- ‘.‘ \:
ership joined wholeheartedly, 4 |
making the festival a true
reflection of unity and inclu-

On the final day, the sacred Sa-
tyanarayan Bhagwan Pooja was
symbolizing pros- Ji
perity, peace, and collective |

This was followed by
the Ganapati Visarjan,
carried out in a joyous
yet disciplined man-

The farewell
ac-

cultural
vi-

companied by the rhythmic
beats of the traditional Dhol
Pathak, filled the
campus with
energy and

brance.

The celebration of Ganesh
Utsav at PCU holds deep signif-
icance. It is not only an expres-

sion of faith but also a
way of promoting
cultural heritage, val-
ues of unity, and the
spirit of togeth-
erness  among
students  and
faculty.
By cele-
brating this
festival col-
lectively,
the univer-
sity fosters
inclusivity,
mutual  re-
spect, and
a sense of
belonging that
strengthens
the academic
and cultural
fabric of the
institution.

Producer of Sairat, Jhund- Gargee Kulkarm Inspires, Inducts Batch of 20257

The Pune School of Media
and Communication recent-
ly witnessed a vibrant and
inspiring interaction as it
hosted “A Dialogue with In-
dustry Expert” featuring the
dynamic filmmaker, writer,
actor, producer, and proud
owner of Aatpat Production
House, Ms. Gargee Kulkar-
ni.

Adding further depth to
the event, celebrated cos-
tume designer Ms. Priyanka
Dubey, known for her out-
standing work in films such
as Sairat, Jhund, and Fandry,
also graced the occasion.

The session was a perfect
blend of storytelling and
mentorship. With her signa-
ture charm and candor, Ms.
Kulkarni unfolded her in-
credible journey in cinema,
highlighting her experiences
while juggling roles as pro-

d

B 27

S

ducer, director, writer, and
performer.

She shared anecdotes from
her blockbuster films and
candidly reflected on the
challenges, learning curves,
and the magic of creative
collaboration.

Encouraging the new batch
of 2025, she urged students
to pursue their passions fear-
lessly and reminded them
that “the road less travelled”
often leads to the most ful-
filling journeys. Her words

PCU’S [NS[&HTS

ignited confidence among
the students, reassuring them
that dedication and cour-
age can carve extraordinary
paths in the media and enter-
tainment industry.

The event turned into a live-
ly two-way dialogue, with
students enthusiastically en-
gaging in thought-provoking
discussions. From storytell-
ing techniques to production
nuances and sustaining cre-
ativity in a competitive field,
Ms. Kulkarni and Ms. Dubey
provided invaluable insights

that bridged the gap between

academia and the real world
of cinema.

By hosting such interac-
tive and insightful sessions,
the Pune School of Media
and Communication reaf-
firms its commitment to
providing students not just
academic knowledge but
also real-world perspec-
tives—empowering them to
dream bigger, think bolder,
and shine brighter in the ev-
er-evolving media universe.

Explormg India’s Supercomputlng Prowess

leprl Chinchwad University
recently organized an enriching
industrial visit to the Nation-
al PARAM Supercomputing
Facility (NPSF) at the Centre
for Development of Advanced
Computing (C-DAC), Pune.

The visit aimed to provide
students with firsthand ex-
posure to India’s remarkable
advancements in high-perfor-
mance computing (HPC).

As part of PCU’s initiative to
bridge academic learning with
real-world technological prog-
ress, the visit offered students
valuable insights into the evo-
lution and significance of su-
percomputers in India.

They explored the architec-
ture, operations, and diverse

applications of
! leading super-

computers  in
_ areas such as
artificial intelli-
gence, climate
modeling, bio-
informatics, and
cybersecurity.
The NPSF, a
flagship initiative by C-DAC
under the Ministry of Elec-
tronics and Information Tech-
nology (MeitY), Government
of India, plays a crucial role
in supporting cutting-edge
research and industrial inno-
vation. By showcasing indig-
enous capabilities, it reflects
India’s vision of technological
self-reliance and global com-
petitiveness in the supercom-
puting domain.

Students had a transformative
experience that not only broad-
ened their technical knowledge
but also deepened their appreci-
ation of how HPC infrastructure
contributes to national prog-
ress and future innovations.
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“One child, one teacher, one book, one
Malala

pen can change the world.” -

Yousafzai

“Teaching is the profession that teaches

all the other professions.”

Expressions Beyond Words

FOR HER TO FLY,
SHE HAD TO WALK

She stood in the midst ofthe crowd
Present, but never truly there.
Shefelt heard, yet not understood,
Her dreams dancing somewhere
in the air.

She looked up and whispered to God,
“Please... give me wings so 1 can fly.”
But silence answered her trembling
plea,

And shadows gathered in the sky.

1t was a [ong, dark night

A solitary path in a jungle deep.

No hand to hold, no voice to guide,
On[y memories and thoughts that
wouldn’t sleep.

She stumbled, again and again,
Her bruises told stories of pain.
She cried out in desperation,

But her voice dissolved in the rain.

With rage and sorrow tang[ed in her
soul,

She screamed at the heavens above:
“Why this suffering? Why this ache?

Haven’t 1 given enough?”

But the silence taught her someth'mg
A quiet truth from deep within:

The only light she'd ever need

Was the one that g[owed beneath her
skin.

Her heart became her compass,

Its rhythm steady, wild, and true.

1t showed her paths through the
thorns,

Even when doubt blocked her view.

She walked oh, she walked

Even when her legs trembled and
ave in.

She fell, she bled, she broke in places,

Yet always rose again.

With everyfa“,fear lost its grip.

Her feet grew stronger, calloused,
wise.

And slow[y, with every step she took,
The night surrendered to the rise.
Then came the dawn

Soﬁ [ight kissed her tear-stained

face.

The jungle thinned, the sky turned
clear,
And she emerged with quict grace.

Avound her now, feathers danced
Wings, not given, but grown.
Forged from faith, built on scars,
Crafted by the strength she'd a[ways

known / ’

Wings made of |

Her ]oe[ief in herse[f, 1,,,‘
Her will shaped by adversity, \)‘ ;4
Her courage to keep moving forw. N

Her refusal to surrender to defeat:’ d

She looked up again and smtl&
through tears.

She thanked God not for spanng\k‘er
the storm,

Butfor teachmg her to walk H’lrough
it A
Because now she knew, } \“\4’

For her to fly, she had to walk. ‘\\’

Expressed by ',/
Vedant Kaware

BSC Clinical Psychology F.Y f{ﬁ’/
School of Sciences /~

WHO IS THE REAL
SUPERHEOR???

The one who soars across the sky,
With power shining in their eye,

Is not a hero, fantasy-born,

He walks beside us, quite for[om.

No cape or mask, yet strong and true,

In crowds, he blends ﬁom every view.

For those who fly or wield great might,
Aren't always battling for the right.
Forvillains, too, may rise and g[ide,
But real strength comes ﬁom deep

inside.

Let’s shine a light on traits that gleam,

Revealing what makes a heart re-
deem.

One who gifts a smile with gentle
grace,

And lifts lost hope in every place.

Never gives up or lets you fall,

Listens, respects, embracing all.
Someone quietly waiting near,

Within our hearts, a[ways here.

But fear’s avillain we all know-

“What will people think?”-it strikes
us low.

So tell me now, ]oqfore you're through:

Are heroes out there, or here in you?

“Remember, the greatest power lies
not in flying or superhuman strength,
but in the courage to be kind, to stand
for what is right, and to believe in our-

selves.”

Expressed by Tanaya Jagat-
Clinical Psychology Honours
School of Sciences

V»,_‘\wf_’icture Credit:
“Sumedh Shegok, g
Amey Behere, Suimit

OISO OO OO OO
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“Education is the kindling I CU 8
of a flame, not the filling of a
vessel.”

- Socrates

“Educating the mind without
educating the heart is no edu-
cation at all.” — Aristotle

PCU Celebrates Teachers’ Day with Gratitude &Joy

demic excellence but also per-
sonal growth, values, and char-
acter.

Teachers’ Day holds special
significance as it commemo-
rates the birth anniversary of
Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan,
a great philosopher, teacher, and

School of Law Unveils Replica of the Constitution of India

The School of Law, Pim-
pri Chinchwad University
(PCU), in collaboration
with the PCU Library,
proudly hosted the un-
veiling ceremony of the
replica of the Constitution
of India, now permanently

Director — Library; Mr.
Pradeep Kumar Yadav,
Dean, School of Law; and
Mr. Priyank Rana, HOD,
School of Law, along with
esteemed faculty members
and enthusiastic students
of the School of Law.

of Indian democracy, em-
phasizing its role in safe-
guarding justice, liberty,
equality, and fraternity.

They encouraged
dents to not only study the
Constitu- tion as a
legal

stu-

Pimpri Chinchwad University (PCU)
celebrated Teachers” Day with immense
enthusiasm, gratitude, and joy, honor-
ing the mentors who inspire, guide, and
shape the future of students.

The occasion provided a wonderful
platform for students and faculty to come
together in the spirit of respect, apprecia-
tion, and celebration.

The event featured heartfelt perfor-
mances, speeches, and creative expres-
sions by students, all of which reflected
their admiration and gratitude for their
teachers.

The vibrant atmosphere on campus
was filled with warmth and positivity
as students highlighted the pivotal role
teachers play in nurturing not only aca-

former President of India.

His vision of education as a
means to build responsible cit-
izens continues to inspire gener-
ations.

At PCU, this day served as a
reminder of the timeless value of
mentorship and the life-chang-
ing influence of teachers in
shaping young minds.

The celebration also under-
scored the university’s belief
that teachers are the true pillars of na-
tion-building. Their relentless efforts in
guiding students with knowledge, wis-
dom, and compassion create the founda-
tion for a brighter future.

Students expressed that the day was
not only about celebration but also about
reinforcing their commitment to carrying
forward the lessons and values instilled
by their teachers.

On this special occasion, PCU extend-
ed its deepest appreciation to all teachers
for their selfless dedication, patience, and
contribution to society.

Their guidance continues to illuminate
the path of learning and growth for gen-
erations to come.

displayed at the Universi-
ty Law Library.

The initiative reflects the
university’s commitment

During the un-

veiling, '

to instilling constitutio
al values and promoting
awareness about India’
rich democratic heritag
among its students.
The ceremony
graced by the presenc
of Prof. (Dr.) Sudeep

wa
ument  but
also imbibe its spirit

: Thepade, Hon’ble Pr in their personal and pro-
Vice Chancellor, PCU; dignitar- fessional lives.
Dr. Pandit Vidyasagar, ies highlighted the The event created an in-

Governing Body Member,
PCU; Dr. Archana Rathor,

significance of the Con- spiring atmosphere, serv-
ing as a reminder of the

sacrifices and vision of

stitution as the backbone

the framers of the Consti-
tution.
By housing this replica
in the Law Library, PCU
has provided its students
_ and faculty with a mean-
ingful tribute and an en-
during source of learning

and reflection.
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India-Korea Ties Strengthen at PCU

PCU x KOSME: A New Era of International Collaboration

impri  Chinchwad
University
marked a signifi-

cant milestone by hosting
the PCU-KOSME MoU
Signing Ceremony, along
with the inauguration of
the Korea Facilitation
Centre and the official
launch of the KOSME
Training Program.
The ceremony, held at the
PCU campus, witnessed
the gracious presence of
several esteemed digni-
taries.

The Chief Guest for the
event was His Excellen-
¢y Yoo Dongwan, Consul
General of the Republic
of Korea. He was joined
by the Guest of Hon-
our, Mr. Jae Kyung Lee,
Chairman of KOSME,
GBC Center.

This landmark event
signifies a powerful col-
laboration between PCU
and the Korea SMEs

tering global opportu-
nities for students and
strengthening academic—
industry partnerships.

The event was presided
over by Shri Harshward-

han Patil, Chancellor,
PCU.
Other notable attend-

ces included Shri Sanjay
(Bala) Bhegade, Former
State Minister of Maha-
rashtra; Dr. Girish De-
sai, Executive Director,
PCET, Shri Sachin Itkar,
G.B Member, Dr. Kirti
S. Dharwadkar, Direc-
tor & Principal, SBIPM
(PCET), Dr. H. U. Ti-
wari, Principal, PCCOER
(PCET); Dr. Ganesh Rao,
Director, Pune Business
School (PCET).

Their presence added
immense value and em-
phasized the importance

Govind Kulkarni, Vice
Chancellor; Dr. Sudeep
Thepade, Pro Vice Chan-
cellor; along with Deans,
Directors, Heads of De-
partments, and faculty
members of PCU, reflect-
ing the strong institution-
al support behind this col-
laboration.

“The partnership be-
tween PCU and KOSME
promises to unlock trans-
formative  opportunities
for both students and
faculty. Under this agree-
ment, students will gain

access to International
training and certification
programs,  internships,

and career opportunities
in leading Korean multi-
national com-
panies, stated = :
Shri  Harsh-
wardhan Pa-
til.

research and innovation
projects in emerging do-
mains such as electric ve-
hicles, semiconductors,
artificial intelligence, and
information technology.
The newly inaugurated
Korea Facilitation Centre
will serve as a dedicated
hub for coordinating these
initiatives and supporting
students in building glob-
ally relevant careers. Ad-
ditionally, the
KOSME Train- M
ing Program
will introduce
participants to
Korean  busi-
ness culture
and language,
fostering inter-

Pimpri
Chinchwad
University, Pune

PR

cultural  understanding
and preparing them for
global professional envi-
ronments.

Speaking at the event,
dignitaries  highlighted
that such international
collaborations are pivotal
in supporting Maharash-
tra’s vision of becoming
a $1 trillion economy.
They noted that partner-

aKOSME

(Foremony

ships like these not only
enhance academic excel-
lence but also contribute
to economic development
by nurturing a global-
ly competent, innova-

tion-driven workforce.

and  Startups Agency
(KOSME), aimed at fos-

of fostering global coop- They  will

eration in higher educa- 4140 have

tion. the  chance &

The event also saw to work on §
the participation of Dr. high-impact %>

PCU’s INSPIRA’ Empowers Students with Insights on Corporate
Readiness and Global Opportunities

Pimpri Chinchwad University
successfully organized an inspiring
session under its flagship Indus-
try Leader Lecture Series, “PCU’s
INSPIRA”, focused on the theme
“General Awareness on Corporate
Requirement from Freshers.”

The keynote address was delivered
by Dr. Prasad Pradhaan, a veteran
from the global financial sector and
former advisor to the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office (PMO).

The session served as a platform
for students to gain valuable ex-
posure to corporate expectations,
global opportunities, and skill-
based learning pathways essential
for thriving in today’s competitive
professional environment.

The guest was felicitated by Dr.
Girish Desai, Executive Director,

\DER LECTURE SERIES
INSPIRA”

PCET, in recognition of his out-
standing contributions to industry
and academia.

Dr. Pradhaan’s lecture offered
deep insights into the democrati-
sation of marketing, highlighting
how digital transformation has
made marketing more inclusive,
data-driven, and opportunity-rich.
He introduced students to the 3R
Framework, Responsible, Rele-
vant, and Resilient, urging them to
adopt these principles in their pro-
fessional growth.

Addressing the importance of
early career decisions, he advised
students to choose their first job
profiles strategically, aligning them
with long-term aspirations and
emerging industry trends.Encour-
aging an entrepreneurial mindset,
Dr. Pradhaan emphasized the sig-
nificance of aligning with the vision
of Atmanirbhar Bharat (Self-Reli-
ant India) and the vast possibilities
emerging through India’s GCC Pol-
icy and the FinTech revolution.

The interactive session saw enthu-
siastic participation from students,
who engaged in discussions about
global policies, visa trends, and
cross-sectoral career opportunities
in fields such as finance, fintech,
and pharmaceuticals.

Adding to the day’s insights, Dr.
Girish Desai, Executive Director of
PCET, delivered a motivational and
forward-looking address that deeply
resonated with the students.

He contextualized the discussion
within the current global geopoliti-
cal landscape, underscoring India’s
growing prominence in the interna-
tional arena. Dr. Desai encouraged
students to stay informed about
globalization trends, international
trade, and evolving global partner-
ships, which are crucial for shaping
successful, future-ready careers.

Speaking on global employment
transitions and H1B visa reforms,
Dr. Desai motivated students to re-
main undeterred by challenges and
instead focus on skill enhancement,
adaptability, and cross-cultural
competence.

He reminded them that India’s
robust economic growth continues
to create a wealth of global career
opportunities.

Dr. Desai also shared practical ad-
vice on placement readiness, includ-
ing the development of effective
communication skills, professional
etiquette, and personal branding.

Highlighting PCET’s commitment
to global learning, he spoke about
the PCU Korea Facilitation Centre
and KOSME Training Program, ini-
tiatives that enable students to gain
international exposure and collab-
oration opportunities with Korean
enterprises.

The session concluded on an in-
spiring and enthusiastic note, leav-
ing students motivated to embrace
the values of responsibility, resil-
ience, and readiness, truly embody-
ing the spirit of “PCU’s INSPIRA.”
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PCU Bags ‘Academic Excellence’
Award

vision that the university’s
leadership brings to building
Pune

an academic environment
rooted in excellence and fu-

PCET's Pimpri Chind ture.-readiness. .
i A . 3 This remarkable achieve-
~ Universitv

ment is the result of the col-

. T
72%2 in Univa
. :

lective efforts of the entire
PCU community from the
. relentless hard work of stu-
dents to the visionary guid-
" ance of the management, the
commitment of faculty, and
the steady support from ad-
ministrative staff.

Every contribution has
played a key role in earn-
ing the recognition.
PCU extend heartfelt grat-
itude to everyone who has been

Pimpri Chinchwad University
(PCU) has been recognized with

the prestigious “Academic Ex- part of this journey.

At PCU, the mission goes be-
yond traditional education. PCU

cellence in University Program”
award at the Times Education
Icons, hosted by The Times of
India.

This honour reflects PCU’s un-
wavering commitment to quality

strive to empower students with
the knowledge, skills, and mind-
set they need to shape their fu-
tures and contribute meaningfully
to the world.

The award not only validated

education, innovation, and stu-
dent-centric growth.

The award was received on the efforts but also inspired to
behalf of the university by Dr. keep raising the bar in academic
Sudeep Thepade, Pro Vice Chan-
cellor, and Dr. Anil Maheshwari,
Registrar of PCU.

Their presence at the ceremony

excellence.

Here’s to many more milestones
and continued success- together,
we learn, grow, and lead!

symbolized the dedication and
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Book Recommendation:
The Last Lecture
-Randy Pausch

The Last Lecture by Randy Pausch is an inspiring, heartfelt,
and deeply moving reflection on life, dreams, and legacy.
Written by a computer science professor at Carnegie Mel~
lon University after being diagnosed with terminal cancer,
the book expands on his famous “last lecture” — a talk
titled “Really Achieving Your Childhood Dreams.”

'PCU 8
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Movie ecommendation:

Movie Name: Dead Poets Society (1989)
Dirccled by Pefer Weir, is 8 powdrful and cmotional film
that celebrates individuality; c‘/r ativity, and the courage

to think freely,

Robin Williams shincs as an inspiring [eacher who a’\'a.l‘z'q

ens his students’ passion for poetry a

an

Sanedo Dandiya Eve!!!
A Celebration of Culture, Colors & Togetherness!

Pimpri Chinchwad University
turned into a vibrant canvas of
colors, music, and celebration
as it hosted the much-await-
ed ‘Sanedo Dandiya Eve’,
marking the grand onset of the
Navratri festival season. The

campus radi- ated
festive energy as
students,

fac-

ulty,

and staff came together to cel-
ebrate one of India’s most cher-
ished cultural festivals with un-
bridled enthusiasm and joy.

The evening unfolded into
a spectacular celebration of
rhythm and tradition. The beats
of dhol and the melodies of
Garba filled

he air as
students
twirled and
danced in
synchro-
nized cir-
cles, cre-
ating a

spectacle of color and move-
ment. The fusion of traditional
Gujarati “Sanedo” tunes and
contemporary music kept the
crowd grooving late into the
evening, making every moment
feel alive and festive.

The campus was beautifully
adorned with colorful lights,
rangolis, and festive decora-
tions that brought the spirit of
Navratri to life.

Dressed in traditional attire the
dazzling ghagras, chaniya cho-
lis, and kediyus, participants
lit up the venue with their radi-
ant smiles and vibrant

bration of cultural pride, diver-
sity, and community spirit.

The joyous laughter, rhyth-
mic claps, and swirling ghagras
transformed the evening into an
unforgettable cultural spectacle.

The event witnessed enthusi-
astic participation from across
departments, symbolizing unity
in di- versity a reflection

of PCU’s inclusive

- campus  culture.

Students from var-

ious states joined

. hands, dancing

together to the
rhythm

=

/

of Garba, embodying the true
essence of Navratri, devotion,
energy, and collective joy.
Beyond the music and dance,
the event also celebrated the
deeper cultural significance of
Navratri, the triumph of good
over evil, light over darkness,
and positivity over negativity.
Faculty members and organiz-
ers lauded the students for their
enthusiastic participation and
the event committee for orches-
trating such a grand celebra-
tion with seamless execution.
- by Vadehi Chaturvedi
Picture Credits- Sumedh,
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outfits. It was not

evening but

a dance

cele-

ol
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Veteran Actor Dr. Amit Behl Inspirés Students at PCU

\
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PCU Pune School of M-
dia and Communication was
graced with the presence of
veteran actor Dr. Amit Behl,
Secretary of the Media &
Entertainment Skills Council
(MESC), and one of India’s
most acclaimed actor in the
entertainment industry.

As an esteemed Professor
of Practice at PCU, Dr. Behl

brings his vast experience
and industry expertise into
the classroom, mentoring
students to bridge the gap be-
tween academic learning and
real-world media practices.

The day-long interactive
session, filled with insight,
laughter, and learning, left
students deeply inspired and
motivated to explore the
world of media and perfor-
mance with renewed passion.
With a career spanning over
three decades, Dr. Behl has
made remarkable contribu-

tions to theatre, television,
cinema, and web media.

From his iconic debut in
‘Shanti” India’s first daily
soap to performing in more
than 100 television shows
and 30 films, he has been a
constant presence in India’s
evolving entertainment land-
scape.

Apart from his work as an
actor, Dr. Behl has served as
the General Secretary of the
Cine & TV Artists Associa-
tion (CINTAA) from 2015
to 2024 and is currently a

governing council member
of MESC, where he actively
contributes to policy-mak-
ing, training, and skill devel-
opment for India’s creative
workforce.

During his visit, he shared
valuable insights on the
evolution of Indian cinema,
changing audience dynam-
ics, and the importance of
storytelling in today’s digi-
tal age. His anecdotes from
sets, reflections on the acting
profession, and advice on
career building in the media
industry resonated deeply
with both junior and senior
students.

The session concluded with
an engaging Q&A, where Dr.
Behl encouraged students to
pursue creativity with disci-
pline, empathy, and integrity
the true hallmarks of a suc-
cessful media professional.

In a remarkable initiative to
bridge academic learning with
real-world experience, the
MBA International and BAAI
students of the School of Man-
agement, PCU, successfully
completed an Industrial Visit to
Paul John Distillery .

The visit aimed to provide
students with a holistic under-
standing of industrial opera-
tions, production techniques,
and the business strategies that
drive global beverage brands.

During the visit, students ex-
plored the distillery’s state-of-
the-art manufacturing units,
learning about the intricate
processes involved in fermen-

Learning Beyond Classrooms

tation, dis-
tillation,
. blending,
3+ and quality
g assurance.
| Experts at
the distill-
ery also ex-
. plained the

global stan-
dards and sustainability prac-
tices that have positioned Paul
John as one of India’s leading
names in premium beverages
worldwide.

The interactive session gave
students valuable exposure to
the international business eco-
system, supply chain manage-
ment, and marketing approach-
es within the beverage sector.

It also offered an in-depth
perspective on how tradition-
al craftsmanship aligns with
modern technology and inno-
vation to create products that
appeal to global consumers.
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“The beautiful thing about learning
is that nobody can take it away from
you.” -

B.B. King

“Tell me and I forget. Teach me and I
remember. Involve me and I learn.”
Benjamin Franklin

Expressed by Prathmesh Swami (F.Y B.Tech)

Congratulations!!!

Dr. Girish Desai Felicitated at
Lokshahi Pashchim Maharashtra Samvad

It was a moment of pride and honor for Pimpri Chinchwad
Education Trust (PCET) and Pimpri Chinchwad Universi-
ty (PCU) as Dr. Girish Desai, Executive Director, PCET
Pune, was felicitated at the prestigious Lokshahi Pash-
chim Maharashtra Samvad 2025, held at The Orchid Ho-
tel, Balewadi, Pune.

The felicitation was presented by Mr. Vishal Patil, Man-
aging Editor of Lokshahi Marathi News, in recognition
of Dr. Desai’s remarkable contribution to the field of ed-
ucation and his commitment to fostering intellectual and
social dialogue across Maharashtra.

Reflecting on the Dr. Desai empha-
sized the importance of academic institutions in
nurturing critical thinking and public discourse.
He reiterated PCU’s dedication to supporting ini-
tiatives that encourage constructive dialogue and con-
tribute to the state’s educational and social development.

occasion,

PCU is Proud of You.....

Dr. Amruta Desai Honored with Global
Inspirational Award 2025

ol

Adding another feather to the cap of Pimpri Chinchwad
University (PCU), Dr. Amruta Desai, Assistant Professor,
School of Sciences has been conferred with the Global
Inspirational Award 2025 under the category of Women
Leaders in Education and Research.

This prestigious recognition celebrates her outstand-
ing research contributions in the field of Plant Molec-
ular Biology and Pathology, where her work has sig-
nificantly advanced understanding of plant defense
mechanisms and sustainable agricultural practices.
Dr. Desai’s dedication to academic excellence, in-
novative research, and her role as a mentor to
young scholars have established her as a leading
figure in the scientific and academic community.
The university community extends heartfelt congratula-
tions to Dr. Amruta Desai for this remarkable achievement
and her continuous pursuit of excellence in science and
education.

Prof Ruchu Kuthiala & Dr. Rupali Rokade
honoured with Career Educationist Award

A proud moment for PCU as two of its distinguished fac-
ulty members, Prof. Ruchu Kuthiala, Dean, School of Sci-
ences, and Dr. Rupali Rokade, Assistant Professor, School
of Sciences were conferred with the prestigious Career
Educationist Award 2025 at Principal and Teacher Meet.
The award was conferred recognizing their successful
participation and contribution to the workshop on Men-
toring and Career Counselling Techniques. The award
celebrates educators who have demonstrated exceptional
commitment to guiding and mentoring students, empow-
ering them to make informed academic and professional
choices.

PCU extends heartfelt congratulations to both awardees
for bringing pride and honor to the institution through
their remarkable contributions to education and mentor-
ship.
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“Think Health, Think Pharmacist”
PCU Celebrates World Pharmacist’s Day

The School of Pharmacy, Pimpri
Chinchwad University, celebrated
World Pharmacist’s Day 2025 with
immense enthusiasm, aligning with

bt PHARMACIST DAY

- PHARMACIST DAY
PHA &
¢ \
A =
L }
= e | SCHOOL OF PHARMACY
L | CELEBRATES

the global theme- “Think Health,
Think Pharmacist.”

The celebration highlighted the in-
dispensable role of pharmacists as

healthcare professionals dedicated to
promoting safe, effective, and ratio-
nal use of medicines, while fostering
awareness about public health and
wellness.

The event began with a grand aware-
ness rally, where students and faculty
marched with banners, posters, and

slogans that emphasized the contribu-
tion of pharmacists to the healthcare
ecosystem.

The rally spread an important mes-
sage to the local community pharma-
cists are not just medicine providers,
but essential healthcare advisors en-
suring medication safety and respon-
- sible drug use.

One of the main attractions
¥y of the celebration was a cap-
= tivating drama performed by
i students, which portrayed
real-life healthcare situations
showcasing the critical role
of pharmacists as a bridge be-
tween doctors and patients.
i Continuing the spirit of
# awareness, the School of
~. Pharmacy also observed Na-
tional Pharmacy Week 2025
through impactful outreach
, programs.
Students and faculty con-
~-= ducted street plays and aware-
<1 ness rallies in Lonavala,
Vadgaon, and Talegaon, sen-

sitizing citizens about the safe use of
medicines, healthcare practices, and
the essential role pharmacists play in
community well-being.

The event was graced by several
dignitaries, including Mr. Rajesh Ra-
maghare (Senior Police Inspector,
Lonavala City Police Station), Mr.
Nikhil Kavishwar (Nagar Adhyak-
sha, Lonavala), Mr. Kanhaiya Thorat
(Senior Police Inspector, Talegaon
Police Station), and Mr. Kumar Kad-
am (Senior Police Inspector, Vadgaon
Maval). The guests commended the
university for empowering students
with a sense of social responsibility
and applauded their community out-
reach efforts.

The celebration was guided by
three core objectives enhancing
public awareness about the role of
pharmacists in healthcare, promot-
ing the pharmacy profession as a vi-
tal pillar of the medical system, and
encouraging student engagement in
health-focused outreach initiatives.
- by Sarthak Rake
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“Once you stop learning, you P CU 8

start dying.”
-Albert Einstein

fire”

“Education is not the filling
of a pail, but the lighting of a

- William Butler Yeats

Smart India Internal Hackathon 2025 Concludes on|

a High Note at PCU

i pI\PRI CHINCHTWAD Y]

The Smart India Internal Hackathon
2025 at Pimpri Chinchwad University
concluded on an inspiring and successful
note, celebrating innovation, teamwork,
and technological creativity.

The event brought together some of the
brightest young minds from across disci-
plines, all driven by a shared mission to
solve real-world problems through digital
innovation and smart solutions.

Around 101 teams registered for the
event and, 67 teams presented their
groundbreaking project ideas before the
expert panel, showcasing exceptional
creativity, problem-solving ability, and
technical expertise.

Following a rigorous evaluation pro-

cess, 45 teams were shortlist-
ed for the next stage, while 5
teams were placed on a waiting
list, reflecting the high standard
of innovation and competition
throughout the event.

The success of this mega event
was made possible through the
continuous encouragement and
visionary leadership of Execu-
tive Director Dr. Girish Desai,
Vice Chancellor Dr. Govind
Kulkarni, Pro Vice Chancellor
Dr. Sudeep Thepade, and Dr.
Pandit Vidyasagar. Their guid-
ance and motivation inspired
students to think beyond conven-
tional boundaries and embrace
innovation as a way of learning.
The university also acknowledged the
valuable guidance of Director, III Dr.
Pranav Charkha and Dean, School of
Engineering and Technology (SOET)
Dr. Vijay N. Patil, whose academic men-
torship and strategic insights shaped the
event’s success.

A special mention was made of the
distinguished jury members Dr. Aniket
Kulkarni, Dr. Sagar Shinde, Dr. Uma
Patil, Dr. Sanjeevkumar Angadi, and Mr.
Amey Tambe from Techno Sam, Pune
whose expertise and constructive feed-
back played a pivotal role in assessing
and enriching the participants’ innova-
tions.

journey

: emony,
. campus, marked the be-
: ginning of a promising
. partnership between two
: globally respected insti-
¢ tutions.

PCU Signs MoU with Sogang University, South Korea

Pimpri Chinchwad Uni-
versity, under the aegis
of PCET, achieved an-
other milestone in its
toward global
academic excellence by
signing a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU)
with Sogang University,
South Korea.

The MoU signing cer-
held at PCU’s

The event was graced by

. distinguished delegates
¢ from Sogang University
: Prof. Lee KyooTai, Vice
. President
. Affairs, and Prof. Kim
: Dong Taek, Professor,
: Department
: Korean Studies.

of Research

of Global

Also present was Ms.

Yujin Han, Strategic Ad-

visor at iHUB DivyaSa-
mpark, IIT Roorkee,
and CEO of STARAIJIN,
South Korea, who shared
her valuable perspec-
tives on fostering inno-
vation-driven collabora-
tions between India and
South Korea.

The ceremony was at-
tended by Dr. Govind
Kulkarni, Vice Chancel-
lor, PCU, and Dr. Sudeep
Thepade, Pro Vice Chan-
cellor, PCU, along with
Dean Directors, Heads
of Departments and se-
nior faculty members re-
flecting the university’s
strong leadership com-
mitment towards interna-
tionalisation and global
engagement.

Speaking at the event,
PCU officials empha-
sized that this collabo-

PCET’s
Pimpri
Chinchwad
University

ration aims to enhance
research  partnerships,
faculty and student ex-

change programs, and
joint academic initia-
tives.

The partnership is en-
visioned to provide PCU
students with global ex-
posure and opportuni-
ties to engage in diverse,
cross-cultural  learning
environments.

Prof. Lee KyooTai, who
also serves as Vice Di-
rector of Research and
Business Development
(R&BD) at Sogang Uni-
versity, underscored the
significance of building
robust academic bridges
between India and South
Korea. He stated that
collaborative  research
and knowledge exchange
are essential to address-
ing the shared challenges
of the modern world.

Echoing this sentiment,
Prof. Kim Dong Taek,
former Dean of Admis-
sion at Sogang Univer-
sity, expressed optimism
that this partnership
would pave the way for
new avenues of academ-
ic excellence and cultural
understanding between
both nations.
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“Faith is taking the first

step even when you don’t
see the whole staircase.”
- Dr. Martin Luther King
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EXPRESS

INSPIRE

PCU Strengthens Global Academic Presence Through Sakal Aicon &
Educon London 2025 Delegation

Pimpri Chinchwad Univer-
sity, Pune marked a signific
ant stride in their global ac-
ademic vision by participat-
ing in the prestigious Sakal
Aicon London 2025 and
Sakal Educon London 2025
delegations.

These initiatives brought
together leaders from Maha-
rashtra’s prominent univer-
sities on an academic visit
to some of the most reputed
higher education institutions
across the United Kingdom.

The wvisit was organ-
ised with the objective of
strengthening India-UK
educational ties through
collaborative  discussions
on research, teaching ex-
cellence, cultural exchange,

and faculty—student mobility
programs.

During this international
engagement, the delegation
had the privilege of inter-
acting with several eminent
education leaders, including
Shri Sanjay Patil, President
of the D.Y. Patil Education
Group, and Prof. Bhaler-
a0, along with other distin-
guished academics and ad-
ministrators.

These interactions facil-
itated rich dialogues on
global academic innovation,
emerging trends in higher
education, and the evolving
needs of future-ready insti-
tutions.

The discussions reaffirmed
the collective commitment

N

of Indian universities to align
with global benchmarks and
to contribute actively to the
international academic com-
munity.

A major highlight of the
visit was the delegation’s
interaction at the University
of Bath- School of Manage-
ment, recognised as one of
the United Kingdom’s pre-
mier business schools.

The team met Professor
Dan Davies and engaged in
meaningful conversations on
collaborative  opportunities
such as joint research initia-
tives, international academic
programs, and faculty and
student exchange possibili-
ties.

enues for institutional part-
nership and laid the ground-
work for future engagements
that can benefit students, re-
searchers, and faculty mem-
bers from both nations.

Representing  PCET and
PCU in this distinguished
delegation were Dr. Girish
Desai, Executive Director
of PCET; management rep-
resentatives Shri  Ajinkya
Kalbhor and Shri Narendra
Landge, Dr. Sudeep The-
pade, Pro Vice Chancellor
of PCU; Shri R. G. Biradar,
Director of Admissions and
Outreach; Prof. Dr. Anurad-
ha Thakare, Professor and
Head of CSE (AT & ML) at
PCCOE Pune.

derscored the institution’s
dedication to expanding its
global network and creating
meaningful academic part-
nerships that promote inno-
vation and excellence.

This international engage-
ment aligns closely with the
vision of Pimpri Chinchwad
University, which aspires to
become a world-class cen-
tre of learning known for
academic excellence, in ter-
disciplinary innovation, and
global collaboration. PCU is
firmly committed to nurtur-
ing students into responsible,
skilled, and globally aware
individuals through quality
education, research-driven
learning, and international

By embracing global part-
nerships and fostering a
culture of innovation, the
university aims to contribute
significantly to shaping the
future of higher education in
India.

The participation of PCET-
PCU in the Sakal Aicon and
Educon London 2025 del-
egation marks a promising
step toward expanding the
university’s global footprint.
It reinforces the institution’s
long-term commitment to
building bridges of knowl-
edge, strengthening interna-
tional academic cooperation,
and creating transformative
learning experiences for its
students and faculty.

The visit opened new av-  Their

participation

un- - exposure.

PCU Hosts UK Education Fair-

Achievers Edition, Strengthening
Global Academic Opportunities

Pimpri Chinchwad Univer-
sity (PCU) successfully host-
ed the UK Education Fair
Achievers Edition, creating a
dynamic and inspiring plat-
form for students aspiring to
pursue international educa-
tion.

Organised in collaboration
with the National Indian Stu-
dents and Alumni Union (NI-
SAU) and the University of
East London, and supported
by the British Council, the
event brought together prom-
inent UK universities, global
education experts, and young
learners from across the re-
gion.

The fair witnessed enthusi-
astic participation from stu-
dents keen to explore overseas
academic pathways, world-
ranked institutions, and spe-
cialised programs in diverse
fields.

Representatives from leading
UK universities interacted di-
rectly with students, offering
insights on admissions, aca-

demic structures, scholarship
opportunities, and career pros-
pects in the global job market.
The fair served as a valuable
forum for one-on-one guid-
ance, enabling students total
education requirements and
align their aspirations with the
right institutions.

The event highlighted PCU’s
growing emphasis on pro-
viding global exposure and
future-ready opportunities to
its students. By hosting inter-
national education fairs and
fostering partnerships with
reputed global institutions,
the university continues to
strengthen its commitment
to internationalisation, in-
dustry-aligned learning, and
transformative educational ex-
periences.

The Achievers Edition of the
UK Education Fair stood as
a testament to PCU’s dedica-
tion to empowering students
with the knowledge, networks,
and confidence needed to
succeed on the world stage.

#HOMEAWAY
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PCU Welcomes New
Vice Chancellor,
Dr. Santosh Sonavane

Pimpri
Chinchwad Uni-
versity, proudly
announces the ap-
pointment of Dr.
Santosh S. Sona-
vane as its new
Vice Chancellor.

A seasoned academic leader with an im-
pressive legacy of institutional transforma-
tion, Dr. Sonavane brings with him over
26 years of rich administrative and teach-
ing experience, including 16 years in se-
nior leadership roles across some of India’s
most prestigious educational organisations.
Dr. Sonavane has previously served as Chief
Operations Officer, Founding Vice Chan-
cellor, Pro-Vice Chancellor, Dean, Campus
Director, and Principal at institutions such
as Amity University (Noida), Vijaybhoomi
University (Mumbai), Symbiosis Skills &
Professional University, Ajeenkya DY Patil
University, Modern Education Society, Dr.
DY Patil Technical Campus, and MIT Pune.

His expertise spans both greenfield uni-
versity setups and the transformation of
brownfield institutions, making him a
highly accomplished and visionary lead-
er in the higher education landscape.
An alumnus of the University of Pune, Dr.
Sonavane completed his B.E. in Electronics
in 1998, followed by a Ph.D. in Electron-
ics Engineering from IIT Dhanbad in 2009.
PCU warmly welcomes Dr. Santosh S. Sona-
vane and looks forward to his inspiring lead-
ership in steering the university toward new
heights of academic and institutional excel-

lence.

PCU, Pune, had the honour of
. hosting an esteemed delegation
: from the University of Worces-
ter, United Kingdom, marking
a significant advancement in
PCU’s ongoing efforts to build
strong global academic linkages
and collaborative opportunities.
The visit reinforced the univer-
sity’s commitment to fostering
meaningful international part-
nerships that enhance learning,
research, and cross-cultural ex-
change.

The distinguished delegation
comprised Mr. Harkirat Sahni,
Regional Advisor (South Asia);
Dr. Paulo Mora-Avila, Senior
Lecturer in Public Relations,
Sustainability, Brand Manage-
ment and Corporate Reputation,
and International Partnership
Manager; Ms. Lauren Jack, Re-
gional Manager (South Asia);
and Dr. Nick Slade, Deputy Pro
Vice Chancellor International
& External Affairs at the Uni-
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PCU Hosts University of Worcester
Delegation, Strengthening International
Academic Partnerships

versity of Worcester.

Their visit aimed at deepen-
ing institutional cooperation
and exploring avenues for joint
initiatives that could benefit
students and faculty from both
universities.

During the interaction ses-

sions, discussions  centred
around academic  collabo-
ration, exchange programs,

joint research prospects, and
co-designed academic modules
aligned with global industry
needs.

The event was graced by the
presence of PCU’s respected
Vice Chancellor, Dr. Santosh
S. Sonavane. The visit from
the University of Worcester
delegation marks yet another
milestone in PCU’s mission to
broaden its international col-
laborations, enrich academic
experiences, and create global
opportunities for its students
and faculty.

i
ichwad
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Book Recommendation:

The Kite Runner

-Khaled Hosseini

The story follows Amir and Hassan, two boys from
different social backgrounds whose lives are shaped by
friendship, betrayal, and redemption. Though centred on a
deeply emotional narrative, the novel beautifully captures
the festive rhythms of Afghan culture, especially during
Eid, Nowruz, and traditional Kite-fighting festivals.

PCUS8

Movie Recommendation:

Movie Name: Coco (2017)

Sel against the vibrani backdrop of Mcxico’s iconic
festival Dia de los Muerfos (Day of the Dead), Coco is a
heartfelt and visually stanning film that celebrafes family
bonds, traditions, and the spiritual beauty of remember~
ing loved ones. It beautifully blends music, folklore, and
festive visuals, making it one of the most emotionally rich
films inspircd by culfural festivitics.

PCU Hosts Pitch Fest 2025:
Showcasing Innovation and Entrepreneurial Talent from Across India

Pimpri Chinchwad Univer-
sity, Pune, through its Insti-
tution’s Innovation Council
(IIC), successfully organised
the PCU Pitch Fest 2025, a
landmark event designed to
empower young innovators,
strategic thinkers, and aspir-
ing entrepreneurs.

The initiative aimed to
transform creative ideas into
impactful ventures, provid-
ing a national platform for
students to showcase their
potential in contributing to
India’s rapidly expanding in-
novation ecosystem.

More than a competition,
the Pitch Fest served as a
nurturing launchpad encour-
aging imagination, address-
ing real-world challenges,
and fostering meaningful en-
trepreneurial spirit.

The event drew an over-

whelming 100+ registrations
from 22 states, representing
the diverse and vibrant cre-
ative energy of the country.
After a rigorous screening
process, 35 exceptional par-
ticipants were selected to
present their ideas to an elite
jury panel.

Each pitch was evaluated not
just on innovation, but also
on feasibility, sustainability,
and its ability to address so-
cietal needs. The quality of
presentations, combined with
the passion displayed by the
participants, made the Pitch
Fest a compelling showcase
of India’s next generation of
problem-solvers.

The  distinguished
comprised prominent
dustry leaders and experts:
Mr. Satyajit Kulkarni, As-
sociate Director and Head

Jury
in-

of CSR & Consultancy;

Mr. Yogiraj Deokar, re-
tired member of MCED;
Ms. Archana Pachankar,

CEO, CIL, PCCOE; and
Ms. Kalyani Raje, Founder,
Decipher Market Research.
Their guidance, profession-
al insights, and constructive
feedback added immense
value to the event, helping
participants sharpen their
ideas and better understand
the expectations of the en-
trepreneurial landscape. The
jury’s presence elevated the
Pitch Fest, setting a high
standard of evaluation and
mentorship.

The event was further
graced by the presence of
Honourable Vice Chancellor
Dr. Santosh S. Sonawane,
Registrar Prof. (Dr.) Anil
Maheshwari, alongside es-

teemed Directors, Deans,
faculty members, and a high-
ly enthusiastic student audi-
ence. Their participation and
encouragement underscored
PCU’s commitment to ad-
vancing an educational cul-
ture where learning extends
far beyond traditional class-
room boundaries.

Aligned with the universi-
ty’s vision of fostering inno-
vation-driven, experiential
learning, the Pitch Fest of-
fered participating teams not
only recognition and prizes
but also access to mentor-
ship, incubation opportuni-
ties, and potential funding
avenues. These opportunities
empower students to convert
their concepts into viable
ventures, nurturing their con-
fidence and entrepreneurial
capabilities.

The event concluded with
a series of remarkable pitch-
es that received acclaim for
their originality and impact.
Many participants expressed
their eagerness to refine their
ideas further with the guid-
ance of mentors and industry
leaders who showed interest
in supporting their innova-
tive journeys.

The PCU Pitch Fest 2025
stands as a proud testament to
Pimpri Chinchwad Universi-
ty’s mission of cultivating
visionary thinkers, fostering
a culture of innovation, and
contributing  meaningfully
to India’s dynamic startup
landscape. Through such ini-
tiatives, PCU continues to
empower students to become
architects of change, shaping
a future driven by creativity,
technology, and purpose.

School of Media and Communication Visit t

he Film Set of

Nagraj Manjule’s Upcoming Film “Khashaba”

Students from the Pune School of Media and
Communication at Pimpri Chinchwad Uni-
versity had an exceptional experiential learn-
ing opportunity as they visited the shooting
floor of acclaimed filmmaker Nagraj Manjule
during the production of his much-awaited
Marathi film Khashaba.

The visit offered students a unique, behind-
the-scenes perspective into the world of
professional filmmaking, allowing them to
witness firsthand how creative vision is me-
ticulously translated into cinematic reality.

During the visit, students observed the func-
tioning of a live film set and gained exposure
to the technical and artistic processes in-
volved in filmmaking.

An interactive session with Director Nagraj
Manjule, along with the Heads of key de-
partments, enriched the learning experience.
They shared insights on direction, cinematog-
raphy, production design, costumes, sound,
and the complex synchronisation required to

bring each frame to life. Students also had the
opportunity to ask questions, enabling them
to connect theoretical concepts with real in-
dustry practices.

The discussion highlighted the importance of
teamwork, creative problem-solving, and dis-
cipline on a film set, offering students a practi-
cal understanding of concepts they study in the

bers, and performers allowed students to ap-
preciate the depth, intricacy, and coordination
that define the cinematic craft.

For media and communication students as-
piring to build careers in film, television, ad-
vertising, and digital content production, the
visit served as a powerful real-world learning
engagement. It not only deepened their under-
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artistry that go into creating impactful cine-
ma.

This visit also encouraged students to think
critically about storytelling approaches, vi-
sual narratives, and the evolving language
of contemporary Indian cinema. Engaging
with one of the industry’s most celebrated
filmmakers broadened their creative perspec-
tives and motivated them to explore bold
and original storytelling ideas of their own.

The experiential initiative reflects PCU’s
commitment to industry-driven learning,
hands-on exposure, and preparing students
for creative and professional excellence
in the media world. By facilitating such
immersive academic experiences, Pimpri
Chinchwad University continues to bridge
the gap between education and industry, em-
powering students to confidently step into the
competitive and ever-evolving field of media
and entertainment.
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“If you can fill the unforgiving minute
With sixty seconds’ worth of distance

run, Yours is the Earth and everything

in it”- Rudyard Kipling

“Tell me and I forget. Teach me and I
remember. Involve me and I learn.”

Benjamin Franklin
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PCU Samarpan Club Spreads Festive Cheer with
“Joy of Giving Initiative” at Kalashram Orphanage

r[ ! -

In the true spirit of Diwali, the

that the children at the orphan-

PCU extended deepest
gratitude to everyone
who contributed to mak-
ing the initiative im-
pactful and memorable,
the wonderful children
of Kalashram for their
warmth, the supportive
orphanage staff for their
hospitality, the dedicated
volunteers and faculty
members for their com-
passion, and the donors
whose generosity made

TCS HackQuest Awareness
Session Conducted at PCU

Pimpri Chinchwad Univer-
sity’s Industry Institute Inter-
action Cell successfully or-
ganised the TCS HackQuest
Awareness Session, an ini-
tiative aimed at familiarising
students with emerging trends
in cybersecurity, industry ex-
pectations, and the compet-
itive landscape of technolo-
gy-based problem-solving.

The session provided a
comprehensive overview of
the TCS HackQuest plat-
form, a prestigious nation-
al-level cybersecurity com-
petition that attracts some of
the brightest technical minds
from across the country.

problem-solving approaches,
and key skills required to
excel in this fast-evolving
domain.

The session also shed light
on the recruitment pathways
and career opportunities
within Tata Consultancy Ser-
vices (TCS), helping students
better understand how par-
ticipation in HackQuest can
enhance their professional
prospects.

The initiative reflects PCU’s
commitment to creating pro-
ductive  industry—academia
interactions  that  prepare
students for future-ready ca-
reers. By hosting such ses-

PCU Samarpan Club, along with this celebration possible. The col-

age could celebrate the festival of

the School of Pharmacy at Pimpri
Chinchwad University, organised
a heartwarming Joy of Giving ini-
tiative by visiting the Kalashram

lights with equal joy and warmth.
The interaction with the children
offered students a meaningful op-
portunity to understand empathy,

ing the essence of Diwali.

lective efforts of PCU’s staff and
students brought hope, happiness,
and festive cheer, truly embody-

Orphanage in Talegaon Dabhade.
The visit aimed to share festive
happiness, offer essential support,
and inspire students through acts
of compassion and community
service.
Faculty members and students
from the School of Pharmacy gen-
erously donated Diwali
aral. daily essentials,
and other
necessities,

social responsibility, and the
true value of giving back to

society.
The visit was filled with smiles,
conversations, and heartfelt

moments, creating an atmo-
sphere of togetherness and
festive joy. It also reinforced
the university’s ongoing com-
mitment to nurturing socially
responsible citizens who con-
tribute positively to the com-

Students participated with
great enthusiasm, engaging
deeply with the concepts pre-
sented during the session.

They gained valuable ex-
posure to real-world cyber-
security challenges, practical

~—

sions, the university contin-
ues to strengthen its focus on
equipping learners with cut-
ting-edge knowledge, hands-
on experiences, and opportu-
nities to explore high-demand
global career avenues.

>
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ensuring

munity.

Red Hat Day @ PCU Celebrates Innovation,
L Technical Excellence Through RHA Challenge 2025

ativity, and

ability to

apply open-
source

(PCU) proudly hosted the Red
Hat Academy (RHA) Challenge
2025, marking a vibrant celebra-
tion of technology, innovation,
and emerging talent on campus.

The event brought together as-

piring tech enthusiasts who ps

showcased their expertise in

Red Hat technologies, open- p

source tools, and problem-solv-

ing skills in a dynamic and J

competitive environment.
Red Hat Day at PCU served as
an exciting platform for students

to demonstrate their technical [

capabilities in real-time scenarios
while also gaining valuable expo-
sure to industry-recognised enter-
prise technologies. Participants
engaged in hands-on challenges

that tested their proficiency, cre-

solutions
to practical problems reflecting
the growing relevance of Linux,
cloud technologies, and automa-
tion in the modern tech world.
The enthusiasm and determi-

nation displayed by the students
made the event a remarkable
success. Their strong perfor-
mances highlighted the depth of
technical talent at PCU and re-
affirmed the university’s efforts
to nurture industry-ready pro-
fessionals through experiential
learning and global technology

collaborations. PCU congrat-

ulated all participants for their
outstanding contribution, passion
for technology, and commitment
to excellence. The success of
the RHA Challenge 2025 further
strengthens the university’s mis-
sion to encourage innovation,
support emerging tech leaders,
and build a robust ecosystem for
future-ready learning.
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“No matter how hard the
past is, you can always begin
again.”

¥PCU 8

“A journey of a thousand miles
must begin with a single step.”
-Lao Tzu

NextGen Innovators Club Inaugurated at PCU with

Inspiring Insights from Industry Leader

Purpose-Driven Learning Session at PCU Inspires
Students to Thrive in an AI-Powered Future

Pimpri Chinchwad University marked
a significant step toward fostering in-
novation and technological excellence
with the inauguration of the NextGen
Innovators Club, held in the presence
of esteemed industry expert Mr. Manoj
Suresh, Director at AWS Neura Flash
Private Limited, who graced the occasion
as the Chief Guest.

Addressing the gathering of students,
faculty, and budding innovators, Mr.
Suresh delivered an inspiring keynote on
the power of innovation, emerging tech-
nologies, and the importance of continu-
ous learning in an ever-evolving digital
world.

His insightful perspectives encouraged
students to think beyond conventional

boundaries and approach creativity with
purpose and impact. His interaction with
the audience proved to be both motiva-
tional and enlightening, setting the tone
for the club’s mission to nurture fu-
ture-ready innovators.

The event witnessed the dedicated
efforts of Dr. Manisha Khadse, Club
Coordinator, whose meticulous plan-
ning, guidance, and leadership played
a key role in bringing the vision of the
NextGen Innovators Club to life. Her
commitment to fostering a culture of
creativity and collaboration at PCU has
established a strong foundation for the
club’s future activities.

The inauguration was further support-
ed by Dr. V. N. Patil and the faculty mem-
bers of the CSE Al & DS Department,
whose encouragement and involvement
ensured the event’s success. Their con-
tinued support reflects PCU’s focus on
building platforms that empower students
with experiential learning and industry
engagement.

With the launch of the NextGen Inno-
vators Club, PCU takes another stride to-
ward creating a vibrant ecosystem where
ideas evolve into impactful projects and
innovations. The university looks for-
ward to cultivating a community that
thrives on curiosity, creativity, and trans-
formational thinking.

: voking
: how purpose, values, and
. human-centered
: ing can shape meaning-
© ful careers in a rapidly
. evolving digital world.

: Dr.
. pioneering professor at
. the University of Mich-
: igan’s School of Public
. Health and a globally
. recognised thought lead-
¢ er in the field of purpose

PCU, in collaboration

. with Coursera, success-

fully hosted a transfor-

. mative learning session

titled “Purpose-Driven
Learning: The Human
Foundation for Flour-

ishing in an Al-Powered
: Economy.”

The event
served as a thought-pro-
exploration of

think-

The session was led by
Victor Strecher, a

and wellbeing. Dr. Stre-
cher captivated both stu-
dents and faculty with his
engaging perspectives on
the need to cultivate per-
sonal purpose in an era
dominated by artificial
intelligence, automation,
and technological dis-
ruption.

Through interactive dis-
cussions, real-world ex-
amples, and compelling
research insights, Dr.
Strecher highlighted how
aligning personal values
with academic and pro-
fessional aspirations can
significantly enhance
creativity, resilience, and
long-term fulfilment.

He emphasised that
while AI will continue to
reshape work as we know

i |

it, human qualities such
as meaning, empathy,
connection, and purpose
will remain irreplaceable
in driving innovation and
well-being.

The session strongly
resonated with the PCU
community, encouraging
students to think beyond
traditional career path-
ways and approach their
futures with a sense of
intention and clarity.

The experience also un-
derscored PCU’s com-
mitment to providing
global learning opportu-
nities and integrating ho-
listic, future-focused ed-
ucation into its academic
environment.

In partnership with
leading international
platforms like Coursera,
PCU continues to pri-
oritise  purpose-centric
learning, global expo-
sure, and industry-rel-
evant insights ensuring
that students are not only
career-ready but also
equipped to lead mean-
ingful, purpose-driven
lives in an Al-powered
economy.
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Dr. Girish Desai Honoured with
India CSR Impact Leader Award 20235 at
National Leadership Summlt

Pimpri Chinchwad Education
Trust and Pimpri Chinchwad
University marked a proud and
momentous occasion as Dr. Girish
Desai, Executive Director - PCET
& PCU, was invited as a Special
Guest of Honour at the 16th In-
dia CSR Leadership Summit &
Awards 2025, held at the presti-
gious PHD House, New Delhi.

At this nationally acclaimed plat-
form, Dr. Desai was conferred
with the India CSR Impact Leader
Award 2025, a distinguished rec-
ognition presented by Dr. Bhaskar
Chatterjee, widely regarded as the
Father of Indian CSR.

The award acknowledges Dr. Desai’s
over three decades of exemplary lead-
ership, his unwavering commitment to
inclusive and value-driven education,
and his transformative contributions
towards sustainable community devel-
opment and social empowerment.

The India CSR Leadership Summit
is one of the country’s most respected
forums dedicated to advancing Cor-
porate Social Responsibility, bringing
together eminent CSR policymakers,
academicians, corporate leaders, de-
velopment practitioners, and social

16th

C S RLeadershlp
Summit 2025

CSR for Future-ready Econc ‘

Aligning Busmesswc*"ﬂ; :s Nds
Responsible Markets - Inclusive Grow v/

21 Nov 2025 | PHD Hou

‘Ways for businesses to address stru
strategic CSR. sustained impact. and

change-makers.

The summit aims to strengthen a fu-
ture-ready CSR ecosystem aligned with
national priorities and global sustain-
ability goals.

During the summit, Dr. Girish Desai
was accorded the distinguished honour
of felicitating eminent speakers, indus-
try leaders, and special invitees, further
underscoring his stature as a thought
leader in the domain of education-led
social transformation.

He also represented PCET-PCU’s
legacy of over 34 years, showcasing

the institution’s sus-
tained excellence in
socially  responsible
education, communi-
ty engagement, and
nation-building initia-
tives.

Under Dr. Desai’s
leadership, PCET and
PCU have consistently
emphasized education
as a powerful tool for
social change, with
focused initiatives in
education access, em-
ployability  enhance-
ment, skill develop-
ment, and community empowerment.

The recognition at the India CSR
Leadership Summit reinforces the insti-
tution’s vision of integrating academic
excellence with social responsibility.

This achievement stands as a te

stament to PCET-PCU’s continued
efforts in contributing meaningfully to
India’s developmental journey through
impactful, purpose-driven, and CSR-
led initiatives, and further strengthens
its position as an institution committed
to inclusive growth and sustainable
progress.

PCU Signs MoU with
International Business
University, Canada

Pimpri Chinchwad University, achieved a significant mile-
stone in its internationalisation journey with the successful
signing of a Memorandum of Understanding with Interna-
tional Business University (IBU), Canada. The MoU marks
the beginning of a high-impact global academic partnership
« aimed at fostering international cooperation in education,
research, and innovation.

This strategic collaboration is envisioned to create glob-
al learning opportunities for students and faculty, promote
joint research initiatives, and encourage the development of
+ innovation-driven academic programs aligned with emerg-
ing global trends and industry requirements.

The partnership reflects a shared commitment by both
¢ institutions to nurturing globally competent graduates and
. strengthening cross-border academic ecosystems.

+ The MoU signing ceremony was held in New Delhi and
: was graced by the presence of Dr. Shankar Deosarkar, Di-
: tector — International Relations, PCU and Dr. Feridun Ham-
: dullahpur, Chancellor, International Business University,
Canada. Their presence underscored the mutual intent of
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both institutions to build sustainable and meaningful inter-
national academic collaborations.

Hon. Chancellor Shri Harshwardhan
Patil Engages in Leadership Dialogue

PCET and Pimpri Chinchwad University Host

University of Cambridge Delegation to Explore Global Academic

with HODs at PCU

Pimpri Chinchwad University
had the honour of welcoming
Hon. Chancellor Shri Harsh-
wardhan Patil to the university
campus for a comprehensive
review of ongoing academic
activities and key institutional
initiatives.

The visit underscored the uni-
versity leadership’s continued
commitment to academic ex-
cellence, institutional growth,
and student-centric develop-
ment.

This interaction held special
significance as it marked the
first official leadership dialogue
following the appointment of
the new Vice Chancellor, Dr.
Santosh Sonavane.

The meeting provided an
important platform for con-
structive engagement between
the university leadership and
Heads of Departments (HODs),
fostering open dialogue and
collaborative planning.

During the interaction, dis-
cussions focused on enhancing
academic quality, strengthen-
ing departmental performance,
and ensuring effective imple-

mentation of academic and ad-
ministrative initiatives across
schools and departments.

Emphasis was placed on
aligning departmental goals
with the strategic vision of the
university, with a clear focus
on student development, ac-
ademic innovation, and out-
come-based education.

Hon. Chancellor Shri Harsh-
wardhan Patil shared valuable
insights and guidance on lead-
ership, governance, and insti-
tutional responsibility, encour-
aging departments to adopt
forward-looking  approaches
and best practices in teach-
ing, research, and academic
administration. The dialogue
also reinforced the importance
of teamwork, accountability,
and continuous improvement
in achieving long-term institu-
tional objectives.

The visit and interaction
served as a significant step in
strengthening leadership en-
gagement at PCU, setting a
clear direction for collabora-
tive efforts aimed at nurturing
academic excellence and cre-
ating a robust, student-focused
learning ecosystem.
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Collaborations

Pimpri
Chinchwad
Education
Trust and Pim-
pri Chinchwad
University §
were delighted |
to host a dis-
tinguished del-
egation from
the University
of Cambridge
at the PCET campus, marking an important step
towards strengthening international academic en-
gagement and global learning opportunities for
students and faculty.

The delegation comprised Ms. Sarah Hales, Se-
nior Regional Manager South East Asia; Ms.
Asha Patel, Deputy Regional Manager; and Dr.
Nirupama  Kocherlakota, Internationalization
Consultant. The visit facilitated an enriching and
forward-looking interaction focused on expanding
academic pathways, research collaboration, and
student mobility between the institutions.

The esteemed guests were formally felicitated by
the PCET leadership, including Shri Dnyanesh-
war Landge, Chairman; Smt. Padma Tai Bhosle,
Vice-Chairperson; Shri Vitthal S. Kalbhor, Secre-
tary; Shri Shantaram Garade, Treasurer; and Mr.
Ajinkya Kalbhor, Management Representative, re-
flecting the institution’s commitment to fostering
meaningful global partnerships.

Key discussions during the visit centred on ac-

: ademic advancement opportunities for PCET and
: PCU students, with the Cambridge team providing
: detailed insights into scholarships and funding op-
: tions available for meritorious students aspiring to
: pursue Master’s and PhD programmes at the Uni-
. versity of Cambridge. These opportunities were
. highlighted as significant avenues for support-
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ing academically
bright learners in
accessi ng world-
class education.

The interaction
also explored stu-
dent collabora-
tion initiatives,
including summer
g schools and  se-
mester-abroad pro-
grammes,  which
would enable undergraduate students to study as
full members of the University of Cambridge.

These programmes are graded, accompanied by
certificates of completion, and may also be cred-
it-bearing, subject to consultation with the home
university, thereby enhancing students’ global ac-
ademic exposure.

Further areas of discussion included joint faculty
research initiatives, student participation in inter-
national management conferences, and the propos-
al of an International Hackathon to be organised
by the Engineering Department at PCCOE, Pune,
in 2026, aimed at promoting innovation, prob-
lem-solving, and global collaboration among stu-
dents.

The engagement was coordinated and supported
by Dr. Roshani Raut, Head International Rela-
tions; Dr. Aishwarya Gopalakrishnan, Head, Eu-
ropean Studies; Dr. Sonali D. Patil; Dr. Anuradha
Thakare, along with PCET staff members, who
were present during the interaction.

The visit of the University of Cambridge delega-
tion reaffirmed PCET and PCU’s vision of inter-
nationalisation, reinforcing their commitment to
providing globally relevant academic opportuni-
ties, fostering research excellence, and preparing
students to thrive in an increasingly interconnect-
ed world.
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Book Recommendation:
A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens
A timeless literary classic that explores goodwill,

¥PCU 8

compassion, redemption, and the transformative power of

self-reflection. The book’s message of empathy and
renewal makes it especially relevant for both the Christmas
spirit and the idea of new beginnings as the year turns.

Movie Recommendation:

Movie Name: It’s a Wonderful Life (1946)
Dirccled by Frank Capra, this iconic film is a profound
reflection on purpose, gratitude, and the unseen impact
of one individual’s life on others. Set during Christimas,
if carrics a universal message that extends seamlessly
into the New Year.

PCU Signs MoU with Partex.Al to
Advance Al and Technology Innovation

Strengthening Indo-Korean Collaboration
Dr. Girish Desai Represents PCU at Korea SMEs & Startups Day 2025

Pimpri  Chinchwad  University
achieved another significant mile-
stone with the successful signing of
a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) with Partex.Al.

This strategic collaboration marks
an important step towards strength-
ening academic—industry, partner-
ships and advancing education, re-
search, and innovation in the rapidly
evolving fields of Artificial Intelli-
gence and technology.

The MoU signing ceremony was
conducted in the esteemed presence
of Mr. Rajesh Patil, Head Corporate
Affairs, Forbes Marshall and Gov-
erning Body Member, PCU; Mr.
Gaurav Tripathi, Co-founder and
Chief Technology Officer, Partex.
Al; and Prof. Juergen Scheele, MD,
PhD, Chief Medical Officer and Se-
nior Vice President, Partex.Al.

Their presence highlighted the
shared vision of both institutions to
integrate academic excellence with

PCET’s
Pimpri
Chinchwad
University

f Nurturing \&€ ¢
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cutting-edge industry. practices.

This collaboration is designed to
create meaningful learning and re-
search opportunities for students
and faculty, including exposure to
real-world Al applications, collabo-
rative research projects, and innova-
tion-driven initiatives aligned with
industry needs.

The partnership is expected to en-
hance skill development, foster in-
terdisciplinary research, and support
the development of future-ready tal-
ent in emerging technology domains.
By partnering with Partex.Al, PCET
and PCU reaffirm their commitment
to innovation-led education, industry
engagement, and the promotion of
advanced technological research.
The university looks forward to a
productive and impactful association
with Partex.Al, aimed at nurturing
talent, driving innovation, and con-
tributing to the broader technological
ecosystem.
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Pimpri  Chinchwad  University,
marked a significant step forward
in advancing global partnerships for
SME and startup growth as Dr. Gir-
1sh Desai, Executive Director PCET,
was invited as a Special Dignitary
to the Proclamation Ceremony of
Korea SMEs & Startups Day (K-SS
Day) 2025.

The prestigious event was jointly
organised by the Korea SMEs and
Startups Agency (KOSME), the
Korean SMEs Association in India
(KOSMA), and the Federation of
Indian Micro and Small & Medium
Enterprises (FISME) at the KOSME
Global Business Center, Gurugram.

The ceremony witnessed the pres-
ence of eminent Korean leaders and
key ecosystem stakeholders, includ-
ing Mr. Seok-jin Kang, President,
KOSME; Mr. Dong-Sung Pak, Vice
Chairman, KOSMA; Mr. Jae Kyeo-
ng Lee, Director, KOSME; and Ms.
Yujin Han, CEO, Staralin.

The gathering served as an import-
ant platform to strengthen bilateral
cooperation between India and Ko-

K-SS DAY 4|

' proclamation ceremony for Korea SMEs & Startups Day

rea in the areas of entrepreneurship,
innovation, and SME development.

During the event, Dr. Girish. Desai
was felicitated for his significant
contributions to advancing Indo—Ko-
rean academic industry collabora-
tion, fostering innovation-driven ini-
tiatives, and supporting the growth
of SMEs and startups through edu-
cation and institutional partnerships.

In a gesture symbolising mutual
respect and collaboration, Dr. Desai
also felicitated Mr. Seok-jin Kang in
recognition of his leadership role in
enhancing Korea—India SME coop-
eration.

As part of the ongoing MoU be-
tween KOSME Global Business
Center, New Delhi, and PCET’s Pim-
pri Chinchwad University, meaning-
ful discussions and exchanges were
held on key focus areas, including
academic—industry partnerships for
innovation, startup and SME devel-
opment, technology and knowledge
collaboration, and global entrepre-
neurship opportunities.

PCU Observes Constitution Week with Panel Discussion on
“Women Empowerment in the Indian Constitution”

Pimpri Chinchwad Uni-
versity observed Constitu-
tion Week with an insight-
ful and thought-provoking
panel discussion on “Wom-
en Empowerment in the In-
dian Constitution”, aimed
at creating deeper aware-
ness about women’s rights
and the constitutional pro-
visions that uphold gender

equality.
The event witnessed en-
thusiastic participation

from students and faculty
of the School of Law.

The programme com-
menced with a traditional
lamp-lighting  ceremony,
symbolising the values of
knowledge and justice en-
shrined in the Constitution

The session was anchored
by Amruta Yadav and Rad-
ha Rani.

As part of the opening
segment, students viewed
an inspiring video high-
lighting the contributions

of the 15 women members
of the Constituent Assem-
bly, followed by a soul-
ful Constitution-themed
song presented by Archana
Awsarmol.

A special tribute to noted
feminist writer and social
activist Kamla Bhasin was
presented by Ms. Shreya,
Assistant Professor, School
of Law, along with Bhumi-

ka Singh.
Excerpts from Under-
standing Gender were

shared, setting a reflective
and intellectually engag-
ing tone for the discussion.

The panel discussion was
subsequently  moderated
by Ms. Shreya, who guided
the conversation with clari-
ty and purpose.

PCU was honoured to host
a distinguished panel of
speakers comprising Mrs.
Maya Vijay Yewale, Direc-
tor, Atharva Yewale Social
Foundation; Mr. Mahadev
Waghmare, Journalist and
Professor, Bafna College;
Mr. Sandeep Bhegade,
Reporter, Sakal; and Ms.
Reshma Bhandari, Senior
Advocate, Pune and Vadga-
on Maval District Court.

PCU Welcomes Senior Industry
Leaders from Mahindra Vehicle

The panelists offered in-
sightful perspectives on :
Articles 14, 15, and 16 of :
the Indian Constitution,
underlining their signifi-
cance in ensuring equality
and non-discrimination for
women.

They also addressed con-
temporary challenges such
as workplace bias, unequal
pay, domestic violence,
cyber harassment, and the
critical need for greater
representation of women
in leadership and deci-
sion-making roles.

The interactive session :
saw active student :
participation, :
thought-provok-
\ ing questions on
women’s safety,
workplace  rights,
legal awareness, and *
equal opportunities,
making the discus- :
sion both engaging :
and impactful.
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Manufacturing Ltd.

Pimpri Chinchwad University had the privilege of welcom-
ing senior industry leaders from Mahindra Vehicle Manufac-
turing Ltd., marking an important step towards strengthening
industry—academia collaboration and experiential learning
opportunities for students.

The university hosted Mr. Sameer Rawte, Vice Presi-
dent,Product Quality (Personal Vehicle, Auto Sector), Ma-
hindra Plant, and Mr. Ashutosh Gondhalaykaar, Head Prod-
uct Quality, Mahindra Auto, Chakan (ICE Engines). Their
visit brought valuable industry insights and reinforced the
importance of aligning academic learning with real-world
industrial practices.

The distinguished guests were warmly felicitated by the
Hon. Vice Chancellor, Dr. Santosh Sonavane, in recognition
of their professional contributions and their engagement
with the university community. The interaction provided a
platform for meaningful dialogue on quality standards, man-
ufacturing excellence, and evolving industry expectations.

The visit underscored PCU’s commitment to fostering
strong industry partnerships that enhance student exposure
N to practical applications,

support  innovation-driven
Chinchwad learning, and prepare grad-

S uates to meet contemporary
- ommm@ . industry requirements. Such
@)-11ence Since 1997 -, engagements play a vital role
- ' in bridging the gap between
academia and industry, con-
tributing to the development
of skilled, industry-ready
professionals.

PCET’s
Pimpri
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“The good will is not good because of
what it effects or accomplishes, but be-

cause of its volition—that is, it is good

in itself.” - Immanuel Kant

“It is never too late to be what you might

have been.” -George Eliot

BEAUTY OF WINTERS

PCU’S INSIGHTS

PCU Marks Strong Presence at DIDAC India 2025 with|  PCU Observes National
Leadership Engagement and Global Showcasing

=

Pimpri Chinchwad University,
Pune, proudly marked its presence
at DIDAC India 2025, Asia’s larg-
est exhibition and conference ded-
icated to the education and skills
sector, held at Yashobhoomi (India
International Convention and Expo
Centre — I[ICC), New Delhi.

The event was further highlight-
ed by the visit of Dr. Girish Desai,
Executive Director, PCET, who
actively engaged with global ed-
ucators, academic innovators, and
industry leaders participating in the
exhibition.

His interactions focused on ex-
ploring emerging trends in ed-

e

ucation, skill development, and
technology-enabled learning, rein-
forcing PCU’s commitment to ac-
ademic excellence, innovation, and
international collaboration.
Adding to PCU’s impactful partic-
ipation, the university showcased
its Korean Facilitation Centre and
Cosme Learning Centre through
dedicated stalls at the event. Estab-
lished by PCU, these centres reflect
the university’s strong global part-
nerships and its focus on provid-
ing future-ready, industry-aligned
learning opportunities for students.
The stalls attracted considerable
interest from delegates, highlight-

>
ing PCU’s initiatives in interna-
tional education, skill enhance-
ment, and cross-cultural academic
engagement.

PCU’s presence at DIDAC India
2025 reaffirmed its strategic vision
of staying aligned with global ed-
ucational advancements while ac-
tively contributing to the national
and international discourse on edu-
cation and skills development.

The participation also strength-
ened the university’s positioning
as a forward-looking institution
committed to building globally
competent graduates through in-
novation-driven and collaborative
academic practices.

Pollution Control Day with
Tree Plantation Drive

Pimpri Chinchwad Univer-
sity marked National Pol-
lution Control Day with the
organisation of a meaningful
and impactful Tree Planta-
tion Drive on its campus,
reaffirming its commitment
to environmental sustainabil-
ity and responsible campus
practices.

The initiative was graced by
the presence of Dr. Santosh
S. Sonavane, Vice Chancel-
lor, PCU, who actively par-
ticipated in the drive along
with members of the PCU
team.

Their involvement added
significance to the event and
highlighted the university
leadership’s dedication to
promoting ecological aware-
ness and sustainable devel-
opment among students, fac-
ulty, and staff.

The tree plantation drive
aimed at encouraging collec-
tive responsibility towards

environmental conservation,
emphasizing the role of ed-
ucational institutions in ad-
dressing issues such as pollu-
tion control, climate change,
and ecological balance.

By planting saplings across
the campus, the university
took a tangible step towards
enhancing green cover and
fostering a healthier learning
environment.

Through such initiatives,
PCU continues to sensitise
its academic community to
the importance of small yet
consistent actions that con-
tribute to long-term environ-
mental impact. The obser-
vance of National Pollution
Control Day through this
drive reflects the university’s
vision of nurturing socially
responsible citizens and con-
tributing to a greener, clean-
er, and healthier future for
generations to come.

PCU’s “Silence... Pune is Reading” Initiative

Celebrates Reading Culture

The
marked a
nificant
towards achiev-

event
sig-
step

Pimpri Chinchwad University
(PCU), Pune, successfully organ-
ised the landmark reading initia-
tive “Silence... Pune is Read-

ing” at the Swami Vivekananda
Library, witnessing enthusiastic
participation from students, fac-
ulty members, and avid readers.

ing a World
Record for Collective Reading,
while reinforcing the universi-
ty’s commitment to nurturing
strong  reading
culture on campus.
The initiative was
organised by the

Library, PCU, in col-
laboration with the
Pune Book Festival
2025, transforming
the library space into
a vibrant hub of silent
" reading and intellec-
| tual engagement.

Participants from across disci-
plines gathered to collectively
immerse themselves in books,
reflecting the shared belief that
reading remains a powerful tool
for learning, reflection, and per-
sonal growth.

The overwhelming response
and active participation from
the PCU academic community
played a crucial role in the suc-
cess of the event. Students and
faculty alike contributed to creat-
ing a focused and serene reading
environment, symbolising the
collective pursuit of knowledge
and lifelong learning.

The initiative not only encour-
aged habitual reading but also
highlighted the importance of li-
braries as dynamic centres of ac-

ademic and cultural enrichment.

“Silence... Pune is Reading”
stood as a celebration of the joy
of reading and the transformative
power of books, aligning with
PCU?’s broader vision of holistic
education. By associating with
the Pune Book Festival 2025, the
university further strengthened
its engagement with the city’s
literary ecosystem and promoted
reading as a shared social and in-
tellectual experience.

The success of the event has
brought PCU a step closer to
creating history through a World
Record for Collective Reading,
while reaffirming its role as an
institution that values knowl-
edge, culture, and community
participation.
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“Nothing is predestined: the
obstacles of your past can be-
come the gateways that lead
to new beginnings.”

“Life is a series of natural and
spontaneous changes. Do not
resist them; that only creates
sorrow.”- Lao Tzu

PCU Strengthens Industry Engagement at

Global TPO & HR Summit 2025, Hyderabad

- School of Pharmacy, PCU Organises Industrial Visit

to NuLife Pharmaceutical Pvt. Ltd.

Pimpr i[Ee:
Chinchwad Uni-
versity Pune,
proudly par-
ticipated in the
Global TPO
& HR Sum-
mit 2025, held
in  Hyderabad,
reaffirming  its
commitment to
strengthening
industry connect and enhancing student
employability.

PCU was represented at the summit by
Dr. Shitalkumar Rawandale, Dean Cen-
tralised Training and Placement Cell,
Pimpri Chinchwad Education Trust and
Pimpri Chinchwad University; Shri Pan-
kaj Sonar, Training and Placement Offi-
cer; and Shri Rahul Udata Udatha, Assis-
tant Training and Placement Officer.

Their participation highlighted the
university’s proactive approach towards
aligning academic outcomes with indus-
try expectations.

The summit was organised by the Tel-
angana TPO Association (TTPOA) under
the visionary leadership of Dr. Shitalku-
mar Rawandale, and brought together
Training and Placement Officers and HR
leaders from across the country.

The event served as a dynamic plat-

form for de-
liberations
on future
employabil-
ity skills,
evolving
recruitment
trends, and
strengthen-
ing HR-ac-
ademia col-
laboration in
a rapidly changing job market.

During the summit, the PCU delegation
actively engaged in knowledge-sharing
sessions, panel discussions, and network-
ing interactions with industry profession-
als and academic peers.

These interactions enabled the team to
gain valuable insights into best practices
in placements, talent acquisition strat-
egies, and industry expectations, while
also exploring new avenues for industry
partnerships, internships, and placement
opportunities for PCU students.

PCU’s participation in the Global TPO
& HR Summit 2025 reflects the universi-
ty’s continued efforts to build strong in-
dustry linkages and ensure that students
are equipped with relevant skills, indus-
try exposure, and career-ready compe-
tencies, in line with national and global
employment trends.

The School of Pharma-
cy, Pimpri Chinchwad
University, Pune, suc-
cessfully organised an
industrial visit to Nu-
Life Pharmaceutical Pvt.
Ltd., Pimpri, Pune, for
students of the D.Phar-
macy programme, pro-
viding them with valu-
able industry exposure
and practical insights
into pharmaceutical op-

: erations.

The visit proved to be

highly informative, of-

fering students first-

: hand understanding of
. real-time pharmaceutical
. processes, quality con-
. trol practices, and indus-
- trial workflows followed
: in a professional manu-

facturing environment.
Through this experien-
tial learning opportuni-
ty, students were able to
bridge the gap between
classroom learning and
industry application.

The D.Pharmacy stu-
dents displayed keen
enthusiasm and active
participation throughout
the visit, engaging with
industry  professionals
and gaining clarity on
various aspects of phar-
maceutical  production
and operations.

Such interactions
helped enhance their
understanding of in-
dustry expectations

and professional prac-
tices within the phar-
maceutical sector.

The industrial visit
was coordinated by Ms.
Ankita P. Jatale under the
guidance of Dr. Rajesh
R. Patil, whose support
and supervision ensured
the smooth and effective
conduct of the activity.

The School of Pharma-
cy continues to empha-
sise  industry-oriented
learning and practical
exposure as an integral
part of its academic ap-
proach, enabling stu-
dents to develop the
skills and knowledge re-
quired to succeed in the
pharmaceutical industry.
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PCU’s First Convocation Ceremony Marks a Grand Academic Milestone

Pimpri Chinchwad University (PCU),
Pune, achieved a historic academic mile-~
stone with the successful conduct of its
First Convocation Ceremony, marking the
formal conferment of degrees and cele-~
brating the academic accomplishments of
its graduating students.

The prestigious ceremony was graced by
Padma Bhushan Dr. Vijay P. Bhatkar, emi-~
nent scientist, philosopher, and institution
builder, as the Chief Guest. Widely ac-~
claimed as the architect of India’s PARAM
supercomputers and currently serving
as the Chancellor of Nalanda University,
Dr. Bhatkar added exceptional stature to
the occasion. In his concise yet impactful
address, he urged graduates to view edu-
cation as a lifelong pursuit and emphasised the
role of knowledge, ethics, and innovation in na-
tion-building.

Dr. Nitin Raghunath Karmalkar,
Vice-Chancellor of Savifribai Phule Pune Uni-
versity, Pune, and presently serving as an Om-
budsperson, attended the ceremony as the Guest
of Honour. In his address, Dr. Karmalkar high-
lighted the importance of academic integrity,
fairness, and social responsibility, encouraging
students to uphold transparency and values in
their professional and civic lives.

During the convocation, degrees were con-
ferred upon more than 155 students from the
School of Management and the School of Com-~
puter Applications, across programmes includ-
ing MBA (General), MBA (International), MBA
(Agri Business Management), MCA, and LL.M.
In recognition of outstanding academic perfor-~
mance, four Gold Medals were awarded to mer-~
itorious students.

former

The ceremony was conducted in accordance

with established academic traditions, commenc-
ing with the Academic Procession and the rendi-
tion of the Maharashtra Geet. This was followed
by the formal opening of the Convocation by the
Hon’ble Chancellor, Saraswati Pooja, lighting of
the ceremonial lamp, and the felicitation of dig-
nitaries.

In his Convocation Address, the Hon’ble
Vice-Chancellor outlined the University’s aca-~
demic vision, institutional growth, and commit-
ment to value-based, learner-centric education.
He emphasised PCU’s focus on fostering intellec-
tual growth, research, innovation, social respon-
sibility, and enduring human values.

The Hon’ble Chancellor, Shri Harshwardhan
Patil, in his brief address, congratulated the
graduating students and reaffirmed the Uni-
versity’s mission to nurture responsible, indus-
try-ready, and socially conscious professionals
aligned with global standards.

On the solemn occasion, the University also

sought the blessings of Late Shri Shankarraoji
Patil, Founder Chairman of Pimpri Chinchwad
Education Trust (PCET), and Late Smt. Lilatai
Shankarrao Patil, former President of PCET,
whose vision and values continue to guide the
institution. The leadership and guidance of
Hon’ble Shri Harshwardhan Patil were acknowl-
edged for shaping the University’s academic and
institutional progress.

The ceremony was attended by distinguished
trustees, governing body members, and aca-
demic leaders, including Hon’ble Shri Dnyane-
shwarji Landge, Chairman, PCET; Hon’ble Shri-~
mati Padmatai Bhosale, Vice Chairman, PCET;
Hon’ble Shri Vitthalji Kalbhor, Secretary, PCET;
Hon’ble Shri Shantaramji Garade, Treasurer,
PCET; Hon’ble Shri Rajendraji Jagdale, Director
General and CEO, Science and Technology Park,
Pune; Hon’ble Dr. Pandit Vidyasagar, former
Vice-Chancellor, SRTMU Nanded; Hon’ble Dr.
Girish Desai, Executive Director, PCU; along with
members of the Governing Body, management,

faculty, and staff.

The convocation concluded with
the Vote of Thanks by the Regis-
trar, the Declaration of Conclusion
by the Hon’ble Chancellor, the Na-
tional Anthem, and formal photo-
graphs, followed by the dignified
exit of the Academic Procession.

Convocation is not merely the
conferment of degrees; it is a sol-
emn academic tradition marking
the culmination of years of learn-
ing and the beginning of a lifelong
journey of responsibility and ser-
vice. Pimpri Chinchwad University,
with a legacy of over three decades
as a proud constituent of Pimpri
Chinchwad Education Trust (PCET), has consis-
tently nurtured talent and transformed learners
into competent professionals and responsible
global citizens.

From Engineering, Management, Sciences, and
Pharmacy to Media Studies, Design, Law, and
Liberal Arts, the University offers graduate, post-
graduate, and Ph.D. programmes aligned with
student aspirations and global demands.

The First Convocation Ceremony of Pimpri
Chinchwad University thus marked the begin-
ning of a new chapter for its graduates and reaf-
firmed the institution’s commitment to academic
excellence, innovation, and societal contribution.

Congratulations to all PCU graduates. From
journey at Pimpri Chinchwad University as stu-~
dents to the successful attainment of degrees,
this moment stands as a celebration of your per-
severance, dedication, and achievement.

Pimpri Chinchwad University is immensely
proud of each graduate.

PCUStrengthens India-Japan
Academic Engagements

PCU Showcases Global Education and Industry Engagement at
Sakal Global Impact Forum 2026, Zurich

Pimpri Chinchwad University,
Pune, has taken a significant step
towards strengthening global ac-
ademic collaborations through its
active participation in the India—
Japan Higher Education Mission.

Dr. Santosh Sonavane,
Vice-Chancellor, Pimpri
Chinchwad University, was re-
cenlty being on an official interna-
tional visit to Japan as part of an
Association of Indian Universities
(AIU)-ACUMEN led delegation.

The strategic visit, organised by
the Association of Indian Univer-
sities (AIU) in collaboration with
ACUMEN, was conducted recent-
ly across Tokyo, Osaka, and Kyo-
to.

The mission aimed to foster long-
term academic partnerships and
deepen institutional cooperation
between higher education institu-
tions in India and Japan.

During the visit, Dr. Sonavane
engaged in meaningful academic
and institutional deliberations with

leading Japanese universities and
organisations, including the Uni-
versity of Tokyo, Sophia Universi-
ty, Kyoto University of Advanced
Science, and the Japan External
Trade Organization (JETRO).

These interactions focused on
identifying mutually beneficial ar-
eas of collaboration.

Key discussions centred on stu-
dent and faculty exchange pro-
grammes, short-term and summer
schools, joint research initiatives,
and industry—academia partner-
ships, with particular emphasis on
emerging domains such as tech-
nology, innovation, sustainability,
and global talent development.

The visit marks an important
milestone in PCU’s internation-
alisation and global outreach ef-
forts, opening new avenues for
cross-cultural learning, collabora-
tive research, and enhanced global
exposure for students and faculty :
members.
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Pimpri Chinchwad University (PCU) marked a strong
global presence at the Sakal Global Impact Forum 2026,
held in Zurich, Switzerland, alongside global dialogues
during the World Economic Forum (WEF) week. Dr. Gi-
rish Desai, Executive Director, PCET and PCU repre-
sented PCU at the prestigious international forum.

The forum highlighted Maharashtra’s growing leader-
ship in technology, investments, infrastructure, and glob-
al partnerships, positioning the state as a key contributor
to international economic and innovation ecosystems.

The event was inaugurated by Hon’ble Shri Devendra
Fadnavis, Chief Minister of Maharashtra, who also fe-
licitated Dr. Girish Desai, Shri Sachin Itkar (Governing
Body Member, PCU and Vice President, MEDC), and
several leading industrialists from Maharashtra, recog-
nising their contributions to global engagement and de-
velopment.

During the forum, Dr. Desai engaged with global policy-
makers, industry leaders, and academicians to strengthen
India—Switzerland collaboration, with a particular focus
on education—industry partnerships, innovation-driven
learning, and globally aligned skill development. Key
international interactions included discussions with Mr.
Florin Miiller, H. C. Shri Nik Gugger, and Mr. Govind
Sovale, reflecting PCU’s commitment to fostering mean-

ingful global partnerships.

Akey highlight of the forum was a fireside chat on “Ma-
harashtra: Technology, Investments & Infrastructure,”
featuring Shri Kaustubh Dhavse and Shri Deependra
S. Kushwah, which offered insights into Maharashtra’s
policy direction, investment climate, and infrastructure
growth.

The forum was also graced by Hon’ble Shri Uday Sa-
mant, Minister of Industries, Government of Maharash-
tra, who interacted with delegates and industry leaders.
On this occasion, Dr. Girish Desai presented a detailed
report on GEC-Dubai to the Hon’ble Minister, who was
introduced as the Chief Patron for GEC Dubai 2025.

Shri Uday Samant appreciated PCET and PCU’s global
vision, international outreach, and growing impact in the
field of education and innovation.

The Sakal Media Group was prominently represented
at the forum by Ms. Janhvi Pawar, Mr. Nilesh Khare,
Shri Samrat Phadnis, Shri Rupesh Mutalik, Mr. Rahul
Jadhav, and Ms. Shital Pawar, reinforcing the forum’s
strong media and global outreach.

Through its active participation at the Sakal Global Im-
pact Forum 2026, PCU continues to strengthen India’s
global education and innovation narrative, reaffirming
its commitment to international collaboration, industry
integration, and future-ready education.
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Book Recommendation:

Atomic Habits by James Clear

An ideal New Year read, this book highlights how small,
positive habits can lead to meaningful long-term change.
It offers practical insights for students and professionals
looking to build focus, discipline, and sustainable success
in the year ahead.
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Dr.Girish Desai Represents PCU at
MCCIA Pune Expo 2025

Dr. Girish Desai, Executive Direc-

tor PCET, Pimpri Chinchwad Uni-
versity, participated in the MCCIA
Pune Expo 2025, at the Autocluster,
Chinchwad.

Organized by the Mahratta Cham-
ber of Commerce, Industries and Ag-
riculture (MCCIA), Pune, the Expo
emerged as a significant platform for
strengthening India’s Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises (MSME)
ecosystem.

The Expo was inaugurated in the
august presence of Ms. Sudha Kes-
hari, ADC-DCMSME, Government
of India, as the Chief Guest, along
with Mr. P. Velrasu, CEO, MIDC,
and Mr. Pansare, Managing Director,
MSSIDC, as Guests of Honour.

The inaugural ceremony marked a
strong and promising beginning to
the three-day industry-focused event.
MCCIA Pune Expo 2025 brought
together key stakeholders from
across the MSME landscape, includ-
ing industry leaders, entrepreneurs,
policymakers, financial institutions,
and academic representatives. The
event focused on policy awareness,

technological innovation, skill devel-
opment, and sustainable enterprise
growth, with an emphasis on manu-
facturing, services, rural industries,
and agriculture-based enterprises. It
served as a knowledge-sharing and
networking platform, promoting col-
laboration and highlighting emerging
opportunities for MSMEs at regional
and national levels.

A moment of pride for the Pimpri
Chinchwad Education Trust (PCET)
was the felicitation received from
Shri Prashant Girbane, Director
General, MCCIA, in recognition
of PCET’s contribution as a Silver
Sponsor for Pune Expo 2025.

The honour underscores PCET’s
continued commitment to fostering
innovation, entrepreneurship,
holistic MSME development.

The presence of Team PCET at the
Expo further reflected the institu-
tion’s proactive engagement with
industry and its sustained efforts to
support India’s growing MSME sec-
tor through education, collaboration,
and knowledge exchange.

and
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PCET Conferred ‘Medal of Honor’ at National
Divine Aviatio-Education-Culture Summit

Pimpri Chinchwad Education Trust

(PCET) has been conferred with the
. prestigious “Medal of Honor” by the De-
: fence Force League -DIFT Foundation at
¢ the National Level Divine Aviation-Ed-
ucation-Culture Summit, themed “Know
+ Your Army.”

The occasion also marked the launch

¢ of the inspiring ‘Wall of Heroes’ World
¢ Record Attempt Campaign, dedicated to
: honouring India’s defence personnel.

The recognition acknowledges PCET’s

: unwavering commitment to education
grounded in values of honesty, dedica-
: tion, and patriotism, and its meaningful
+ contribution towards the national vision
: of Viksit Bharat and India@2047.

The honour reinforces the Trust’s belief

. that education extends beyond knowl-
- edge dissemination to active nation
: building.

Adding to the pride of the institution,

. Dr. Girish Desai, Executive Director,
: Pimpri Chinchwad University (PCU),
: was personally honoured with the “Di-
: vine Shikshan Ratna Award” for his dis-
. tinguished contribution to education.

The recognition further strengthens

¢ the institution’s resolve to serve society
. through purpose-driven and value-based
: education.

The summit was inaugurated by Air Mar-

: shal Bhushan Gokhale (PVSM, AVSM,
VM - Retd.) and graced :by the Hon-

ourable Governors of
Arunachal  Pradesh
and Mizoram. The
event was also attend-
ed by Air Marshal
Shashikumar Ramdas
(Retd.), former Chair-
man and Director of
Indian Airlines and
Air India.

A key highlight of
the summit was an in-
sightful address by Dr. Anil Sahasrabud-
he, Chairman, National Assessment and
Accreditation Council (NAAC) and Na-
tional Educational Technology Forum
(NETF), who deliberated on NEP 2020,
accreditation reforms, and the transfor-
mative role of digital technologies and
artificial intelligence in enhancing insti-
tutional quality.

The summit witnessed the presence
of eminent dignitaries, including Lt.
Gen. Dr. Madhuri Kanitkar, Member,
PM-STIAC and Vice-Chancellor, Ma-
harashtra University of Health Sciences
(MUHS), Nashik, along with Lt. Gen.
Rajeev Kanitkar. Lt. Gen. Dr. Madhu-
ri Kanitkar was specially honoured as
a Paramvirangana. Several prestigious
awards were also presented, including
the Sword of Honor Award to MIT ADT
University, Pune, received by Dr. Sunita
Karad.

Other distinguished attendees included
Mrs. Suvrita Saxena (DGCA), Air Cmde.
Surendra Tyagi (Retd.), Padmashri Mu-
ralikant Petkar, Dr. Arvind Natu, and
Brig. Jayprakash Sapatnekar (Retd.),
among others.

The launch of the ‘Wall of Heroes’ cam-
paign marked a historic initiative aimed
at preserving and celebrating the legacy,
sacrifices, and valour of India’s defence
forces for future generations.

Dr. Girish Desai Addresses 21st International Education
Conference & Leadership Awards 2025 as Chief Guest

2058
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global level. The delibera-
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Dr. Girish Desai, Execu-
tive Director, PCET, Pimpri
Chinchwad University, was
invited as the Chief Guest
at the 21st International
Education Conference &
Institutional Excellence &
Leadership Awards 2025,
hosted by Ramachandran
International Institute
of Management (RIIM),
Pune, in association with
Brain World and the Pune
Management Association

(PMA).

During the conference,
Dr. Desai shared his in-
sights on the theme “Trans-
formed India’s Education
for Tomorrow: Resilience,
Relevance & Reach.”

His address emphasized
the need for an education
ecosystem that is adaptive
to rapid change, aligned
with evolving industry and
societal needs, and capable
of extending its impact at a

tions highlighted the crit-
ical role of leadership, in-
novation, and institutional
agility in shaping the future
of education in India.

The conference brought
together eminent educators,
academicians, policymak-
ers, and institutional lead-
ers, providing a meaningful
platform for dialogue on
educational transformation
and excellence.

The event also celebrat-

ed institutional achieve- :
and leadership :

education sector. 8
Dr. Desai expressed :
his appreciation to Mr. @
Suraj Sharma, Chairman,
RIIM; Dr. Ajit Sane,
Campus Director, RIIM;
Mr. Pradeep Tupe, Vice
| President, PMA; and Ms.
- Reshu Aggarwal, Manag-
ing Director, Brain World
Group, for their leader-
ship and for curating a
thought-provoking and im- :
pactful conference.
Such international confer-
ences, Dr. Desai noted, play :
a vital role in recognizing
institutional excellence and
nurturing visionary leader-
ship that can drive sustain-
able and inclusive trans- :
formation in the education :
landscape.
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PCU School of Law, Organises
Educational Visit to Yerwada

Central Jail

The School of Law, Pimpri Chinchwad University (PCU)

successfully organised an educational visit to the historic
Yerwada Central Jail for First-Year LL.B and B.A. LL.B stu-
dents, as part of its experiential learning initiatives.
:  The visit was conducted under the guidance of faculty
: members and led by Mr. Priyank Rana, Head of the Depart-
ment, School of Law. During the visit, students engaged in
insightful interactions with jail authorities, gaining first-hand
exposure to prison administration, correctional mechanisms,
and the practical functioning of the criminal justice system.

The immersive experience provided students with a deeper
understanding of legal procedures beyond the classroom, en-
abling them to connect theoretical concepts with real-world
practices. The interaction also sensitised students to the re-
habilitative aspects of the correctional system and the role of
law in upholding justice and human rights.
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“Arise, awake, and stop not
till the goal is reached.” -

“Excellence is a continuous pro-
Swami Vivekananda

cess, not an accident.”- Dr. A.P.J.
Abdul Kalam

ﬂ_IBEAUTY OF WINTERS (Expressed by- Mauli Chavan, School of Media and Communication)

& GLIMPSES OF PCU'S 1ST CONVOCATIO

<

! CONVOCATION

CEREMONY
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“Education is the best friend.
An educated person is re-
spected everywhere.”

“Time is not measured by the
passing of years but by what

one does, what one feels, and

what one achieves.”

. PCU Conducts Induction Programme for Tata Motors
- Employees Under Industry-Academia Partnership

PCU Hosts National Financial Awareness
Workshop in Collaboration with SEBI

Pimpri Chinchwad University , through
its School of Management, successfully
organised a National Financial Aware-
ness Workshop in collaboration with the
Securities and Exchange Board of India
(SEBI), aimed at enhancing financial lit-
eracy among management students.

The workshop was conducted by Mr.
Kiran Patil, representative from the Bom-
bay Stock Exchange (BSE), who shared
practical and actionable insights on key
aspects of the financial ecosystem.

The session covered topics such as un-
derstanding financial markets, fundamen-
tal principles of investing, and regulato-
ry frameworks and investor protection
mechanisms.

Students from the BBA and MBA
programmes actively participated in the

workshop, gaining valuable clarity on fi-
nancial planning, risk management, and
ethical investing practices-skills that are
increasingly essential in today’s dynamic
and complex economic environment.

The workshop provided students with
real-world exposure to financial systems
and regulatory practices, reinforcing the
importance of informed decision-making
and responsible investment behaviour.
Such industry-academia collaborations
reflect PCU’s commitment to integrating
academic learning with practical, indus-
try-relevant knowledge.

Pimpri Chinchwad University ex-
pressed its gratitude to SEBI and Mr.
Kiran Patil for their valuable contribution
towards empowering students with finan-
cial awareness and investor education.

oits
. engagement by success-
© fully
. Induction
: for employees of Tata
| Motors Passenger Vehi-
: cles Limited (TMPVL)
: under the PCU-TMPVL
: Diploma Programme in
: Mechatronics Engineer-
: ing.

T [ [
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Pimpri Chinchwad Uni—

. versity, Pune, marked a

significant milestone in
industry—academia

conducting the
Programme

The induction pro-

: gramme welcomed par-
: ticipating employees to
: PCU’s academic ecosys-
: tem and formally com-
: menced their
. journey under the indus-
. try-aligned diploma pro-
: gramme.

learning

H
F

The initiative reflects
PCU’s continued com-
mitment to integrating
academic excellence
with real-world industri-
al requirements through
structured, skill-oriented
education.

The PCU-TMPVL Di-
ploma Programme in
Mechatronics Engineer-
ing has been designed
to address the evolving
needs of the automotive
and manufacturing sec-
tors by equipping learn-
ers with practical compe-
tencies in areas such as
automation, mechanical
systems, electronics, and
industrial applications.
The programme aims to
enhance technical pro-

oW

ficiency while enabling
working professionals to
upskill in alignment with
contemporary industry
standards.

Through this collabora-
tion, PCU reinforces its
vision of fostering strong
academia—industry part-
nerships that promote
applied learning, inno-
vation, and workforce
readiness.

Partnerships with lead-
ing organisations such
as Tata Motors enable
the University to create
learning pathways that
are directly relevant to
industry expectations
and future technological
advancements.

Late. Smt. Lilat;i Shankarrao
Patil
Ex President, PCET

~
Smt. Padma M. Bhosale
Vice Chairperson, PCET

Shri. Vitthal S. Kalbhor
Secretary, PCET
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“The secret of change is to focus
all of your energy not on fight-
ing the old, but on building the

new.” - Socrates

THINK| EXPRESS| INSPIRE

Strengthening International Research Collaborations

PCET’s
Pimpri
Chinchwad
Uniyersity

Legacy Of :

Exceller

Pimpri Chinchwad Universi-
ty Pune, marked a significant
step in its internationalisation
journey by hosting Peter Groft-
man, distinguished Professor at
City University of New York
(CUNY) and Senior Research
Scientist at the Cary Institute of
Ecosystem Studies, USA.

The visit represented an im-
portant milestone in PCU’s vi-
sion of emerging as a globally
engaged, research-driven uni-
versity.

During his visit, Dr. Groffman
engaged in comprehensive dis-
cussions with PCU’s Research
& Development Cell, Interna-
tional Relations team, and the
Directors and Heads of Schools.

The interaction focused on
identifying  high-impact
search themes aligned with

re-

contemporary global scientific
priorities, particularly in the
areas of sustainability, ecosys-
tem studies, environmental re-
silience, and interdisciplinary
research collaboration.

The deliberations highlight-
ed PCU’s expanding research
ecosystem, growing faculty
participation in international ac-
ademic networks, and the insti-
tution’s increasing emphasis on
collaborative, outcome-oriented
research.

The discussions also explored
avenues for joint research proj-
ects, co-authored international

publications,  faculty
and student exchange
programmes, and col-
laborative academic
initiatives, aimed at en-
hancing global exposure
and research impact.

Dr. Groffman’s inter-
action provided valuable
insights into internation-
al research frameworks,
funding landscapes, and
cross-border academic
partnerships.

It further reinforced
PCU’s strategic com-
mitment to building

research collaborations
with leading global institutions,
thereby fostering innovation,
sustainability-focused inquiry,
and knowledge exchange with-
out geographical boundaries.

The visit stands as a testament
to PCU’s sustained efforts in
strengthening its global aca-
demic footprint. By actively
engaging with internationally
renowned scholars and institu-
tions, PCU continues to create
meaningful opportunities for its
faculty and students, position-
ing itself as a forward-looking
university committed to excel-
lence in research, innovation,

and international collaboration.
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PCU Welcomes Japanese Delegation for
Fidel Softech Incubation Centre MoU

Pimpri
linchwad
uversity

|

Pimpri Chinchwad Universi-
ty, Pune, marked a significant
milestone in its global academ-
ic journey by hosting a distin-
guished Japanese delegation
for the signing of a Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MoU)
and the inauguration of the Fi-
del Softech Incubation Centre.

The University had the hon-
our of welcoming Mr. Renya
Kikuchi, Mr. Nagata Yoshi-
yasu, and Mr. Takashi Sato
from IM Corporation Ltd.,
along with Mr. Sunil Kulkar-
ni, Chairman & CEO of Fi-
del Softech Ltd.. Their visit
marked the formal launch of a
collaborative initiative aimed
at strengthening innovation,
research, and industry integra-
tion at PCU.

The delegation was warmly

Clodeane

received by Dr. Girish Desai,
Executive Director at PCET
& PCU, Hon. Vice Chancellor
Dr. Santosh Sonavane, and se-
nior university officials.

The event underscored the
shared vision of fostering tech-
nological advancement and
global academic-industry part-
nerships.

The newly inaugurated Fidel
Softech Incubation Centre is
envisioned as a dynamic inno-
vation hub that will focus on
emerging and high-impact do-
mains such as: Artificial Intel-
ligence (Al), Internet of Things
(IoT), Robotics and Automa-
tion, Advanced Technology
Solutions.

The centre aims to provide
students with hands-on learn-

ing opportunities, industry

mentorship,  incu-
bation support, and
exposure to global
technological ~ eco-
systems.

By bridging aca-
demia and industry,
the initiative seeks
to nurture entrepre-
thinking,
research-driven

neurial
in-
novation, and em-
ployability aligned
with  international
standards.

University leaders empha-
sized that such collaborations
are instrumental in equipping
students with future-ready
skills while
cross-border knowledge ex-

expanding

change.

The MoU represents not just
an institutional partnership,
but a strategic step towards
positioning PCU as an indus-
try-driven, innovation-focused
university with a global out-
look.

With this landmark initiative,
PCU continues to strengthen
its commitment to excellence
in technology, research, and in-
ternational collaboration—em-
powering students to transform
ideas into impactful global
solutions.

PCU Conducts Workshop on

NAD, ABC & APAAR

Innovation Campus Initiative

Samsung Chooses PCU as Exclusive Partner Under Samsung

Pimpri Chinchwad University,
successfully organized a One-Day
Workshop on National Academ-
ic Depository (NAD), Academ-
ic Bank of Credits (ABC), and
APAAR, reinforcing its commit-
ment to national digital academic
reforms.

The workshop was specifical-
ly designed for the University’s
Examination and Administra-
tive teams, focusing on op-
erational clarity, compliance
protocols, and streamlined co-
ordination aligned with Gov-
ernment of India initiatives
under the National Education
Policy framework.

Participants received hands-on
training on, Credit data uploading
procedures, System workflows
and integration processes, Regu-
latory compliance requirements,
Best practices for digital academic

record management, Inter-depart-
mental coordination mechanisms.

The session emphasized accu-
racy, transparency, and readiness
in managing student academic
records through national digital
platforms.

By strengthening technical un-
derstanding and administrative
preparedness, the workshop aimed
to ensure seamless implementation
of credit mobility, academic record
digitization, and institutional com-
pliance standards.

Through such initiatives, PCU
continues to enhance institution-
al efficiency while aligning with

evolving national educational re-
forms.

At PCU, we continue to evolve
building clarity, capability, and
confidence in the digital academic
ecosystem.
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PCET’s
Pimpri
Chinchwad
University
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Pimpri Chinchwad University, Pune, has achieved a
significant milestone as Samsung selected the university
as an exclusive partner under the prestigious Samsung
Innovation Campus (SIC) programme. This recogni-
tion reinforces PCU’s commitment to delivering indus-
try-driven, future-ready education aligned with emerg-
ing technological domains.

As part of the ongoing implementation of the SIC
initiative, PCU recently hosted Kulbhushan H. Gawas
(Retd.), CEO — Telecom Sector Skill Council (TSSC),
along with senior representatives from the Telecom Sec-
tor Skill Council (TSSC) and USDC
Technologies. The visit was conduct-
ed to review the structured and im-
pactful execution of the programme
on campus.

The delegation evaluated PCU’s
systematic approach to skill-based
learning in high-demand areas such
as Artificial Intelligence and Coding
& Programming, which have already
benefited over 200 students.

The review highlighted the univer-
sity’s strong academic framework,

practical training modules, and student en-
gagement strategies that align closely with in-
dustry standards.

Strategic discussions during the visit focused
on strengthening long-term collaboration be-
tween PCU, Samsung, and TSSC. Key pro-
posals included the establishment of a Centre
of Excellence in emerging technologies, ex-
pansion of advanced industry-aligned training
programmes, and scaling opportunities to en-
hance employability and technical competence
among students.

The visiting dignitaries appreciated PCU’s
robust academic ecosystem, modern infra-
structure, and proactive industry-academia engagement
model. The partnership reflects a shared vision to bridge
the skill gap and prepare students for the evolving de-
mands of the global workforce.

This collaboration marks another step forward in
PCU’s mission to become a leading hub for innovation,
skill development, and technology-enabled learning. To-
gether with Samsung and TSSC, PCU continues to em-
power students with future-focused competencies and
professional readiness aligned with national priorities
and global industry expectations.
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Book Recommendation:

Walden — by Henry David Thoreau

Walden is a reflective classic in which Thoreau
chronicles his experience of living close to nature
at Walden Pond. Through observations of changing
seasons, especially the renewal of spring, the book
explores themes of simplicity, self-discovery, and
harmony with nature.

'PCU 8

Movie Recommendation:

Movie Name: Little Women

Based on the beloved novel by Louisa May
Alcott, this film portrays the journey of the
March sisters as they grow, pursue dreams,
and navigate life’s transitions. The film’s
warm visual palette, themes of renewal,
and celebration of creativity beautifully

‘Nutrisoul 2026’ Promotes Holistic Health and Interdisciplinary Wellness

The School of Sciences at Pimpri Chinchwad Univer-
sity, Pune, successfully organized Nutrisoul 2026, its
flagship wellness initiative in collaboration with the
PCU Raahatt Diet & Wellness Clinic.

Centered on the theme of holistic health, the two-day
event brought together the disciplines of nutrition and
psychology to promote preventive healthcare and over-
all mind-body well-being.

The program was inaugurated in the presence of em-
inent dignitaries including Dr. Girish Desai, Executive
Director, PCET, who attended as the Chief Guest, and
Dr. Santosh S. Sonawale, Vice Chancellor, PCU, who
graced the occasion as the Guest of Honour, along with
senior members of the university leadership.

Their presence highlighted the institution’s strong
commitment to health awareness, interdisciplinary
learning, and community well-being.

A key highlight of Nutrisoul 2026 was the signing
of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) be-
tween the School of Sciences, PCU, and MIMER
Hospital, specifically with its Psychiatry and Di-
etetics Departments.

The collaboration aims to strengthen clinical ex-
posure, interdisciplinary training, and integrated
wellness practices for students, creating oppor-
tunities for practical engagement in the fields of
nutritional science, mental health, and preventive
healthcare.

The event also witnessed active participation
from several industry partners, including InBody,
Dhande Pathology Laboratory, Neugenx, and
Procter & Gamble (P&G).

Their involvement fostered meaningful aca-

demia—industry collaboration and pro-
vided students with valuable insights into
advancements in nutrition, clinical diag-
nostics, wellness technologies, and health-
care practices.

Nutrisoul 2026 featured a vibrant range
of activities, including interactive wellness
booths, nutrition awareness initiatives,
expressive platforms, competitions, and
health-focused installations. These activ-
ities encouraged participants to explore
various aspects of balanced living, healthy
eating habits, mental wellness, and preven-
tive healthcare practices.

The event witnessed an impressive foot-
fall of nearly 3,000 visitors, including
students, faculty members, healthcare pro-
fessionals, and members of the wider com-
munity.

The enthusiastic participation reflected
growing awareness about holistic health
and the importance of integrating nutrition
and mental well-being in everyday life.

With strong institutional support, meaningful
clinical partnerships, and large-scale student en-
gagement, Nutrisoul 2026 emerged as a dynam-
ic platform for health education and community |
outreach.

The initiative reaffirmed PCU’s commitment to
promoting holistic, community-oriented health
practices and fostering interdisciplinary collab-
oration in the fields of nutrition, psychology,
and preventive healthcare.

PCU Media Club Launch Marked by Engaging Theatre Workshop

Pimpri Chinchwad University (PCU)
marked an important step toward strength-
ening creative and experiential learning
on campus with the successful launch of
the PCU Media Club, accompanied by an
engaging Theatre Workshop conducted
for students from across the university.

The PCU Media Club has been envi-
sioned as a student-centric platform that
promotes  creativity, interdisciplinary
collaboration, and practical learning in
various media domains including jour-
nalism, photography, filmmaking, public
relations, digital and social media content
creation, and audio-visual production.

As part of the launch event, a half-day
Theatre Workshop was organised to in-

troduce students to the fundamentals of
performance, storytelling, and expressive
communication.

The workshop was conducted by re-
nowned theatre practitioner Mr. Kship-
rasadhan Bharad, an accomplished writer,
director, actor, voice artist, and trainer
with over 35 years of experience in the-
atre, television, and cinema.

The workshop aimed to enhance stu-
dents’ communication skills, body lan-
guage, creativity, and collaborative ex-
pression through theatre-based activities
and exercises.

Through interactive sessions and prac-
tical demonstrations, participants were
introduced to techniques that help in de-

e

veloping confidence, stage presence, and
effective storytelling-skills that are inte-
gral to media and communication practic-
es.

The event received an enthusiastic re-
sponse from students, with over 80 stu-
dents participating in the workshop, rep-
resenting various schools and disciplines
of the university.

The PCU Media Club itself has been con-
stituted with 40 student members drawn
from across the university, reflecting the
strong interest among students in creative
media engagement.

During the launch event, the vision and
mission of the PCU Media Club were in-
troduced to the audience, highlighting the

club’s objective of building a vibrant me-
dia ecosystem within the university.

The club aims to provide students with
opportunities for hands-on learning, cre-
ative production, collaborative projects,
and media coverage of university events,
while also fostering responsible and ethi-
cal communication practices.

The event was conducted under the su-
pervision of the Faculty Coordinator of
the PCU Media Club, with active partic-
ipation from students and faculty mem-
bers. The leadership of Pimpri Chinchwad
University extended their encouragement
and support for the initiative, appreciating
the effort to create a platform that nurtures
creativity, communication skills, and in-
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“Science is organized knowledge.

Wisdom is organized life.”
- Immanuel Kant

~

“He who has a why to live can bear
almost any how.” Friedrich Ni-

etzsche

o -

BEAUTY OF SPRIN

PCU’S

ISIGHTS

Poster Design Competition 3.0 Showcases Innovation and
Entrepreneurial Spirit at PCU

‘ < = =T

PCET’s Pimpri Chinchwad Uni-
versity (PCU) witnessed an in-
spiring display of creativity and
innovation as the Institution’s In-
novation Council (IIC) in collab-
oration with BizNest successfully
organized Poster Design Competi-
tion 3.0 on campus.

The competition revolved around
two powerful and contemporary
themes - “From Idea to Impact”
and “Aatmanirbhar Bharat.” Stu-
dents from various schools and
disciplines actively participated,

approaches, and a deep sense of
social responsibility.

Through their designs, partici-
pants explored how innovative
ideas can evolve into sustainable
ventures, community-driven ini-
tiatives, and impactful solutions
aligned with the vision of self-re-
liant India. Many posters high-
lighted startup culture, indigenous
innovation, digital transformation,
sustainability, and youth-led en-
terprise, effectively bridging cre-
ativity with national development

Translate abstract concepts into
impactful ~ visual  narratives,
Demonstrate design thinking and
entrepreneurial awareness, Con-
nect innovation with societal and
economic growth, Express their
understanding of self-reliance in
the Indian context

Faculty members and mentors
appreciated the originality, clar-
ity of thought, and strong con-
ceptual grounding reflected in
the submissions. The evaluation
focused on creativity, thematic
relevance, innovation quotient,
and communication effectiveness.
Poster Design Competition 3.0
not only celebrated artistic ex-
pression but also reinforced
PCU’s commitment to nurtur-
ing an innovation-driven ecosys-
tem. The initiative reflected the
University’s focus on cultivating
entrepreneurial  mindset,  criti-
cal thinking, and socially con-
scious leadership among students.
With such dynamic platforms,
PCU continues to position itself as
a vibrant hub of ideas, innovation,

Dean, School of Sciences,
Conferred with Prestigious
Sadhana Award 2026

Pimpri Chinchwad Univer-
sity, Pune proudly announc-
es that the Dean and Head
of the School of Sciences
has been conferred with the
Sadhana Award 2026, a pres-
tigious national recognition
for significant contributions
to the field of Nutrition.

The award was presented
at the esteemed ICMR—Na-
tional Institute of Nutrition
(NIN), Hyderabad, by Dr.
Bharati Kulkarni, Director,
ICMR-NIN. The Sadhana
Award acknowledges excel-
lence, dedication, and im-
pactful work in advancing
nutrition science and public
health in India.

With over 18 years of
committed service in the
field, the awardee has con-
sistently  contributed  to:

Evidence-based nutrition re-
search, Metabolic health and
diabetes management, Trans-
lating scientific knowledge

into community-focused in-
terventions, Academic men-
torship and capacity building

The recognition reflects a
sustained journey marked
by resilience, research ex-
cellence, and a deep com-
mitment to improving public
health outcomes.

Through extensive aca-
demic engagement, research
initiatives, and community
health efforts, the Dean has
significantly  strengthened
the integration of scientific
inquiry with real-world nu-
tritional challenges.

The award ceremony
brought together  distin-
guished professionals and
researchers from across the
country, celebrating contri-
butions that have advanced
the domain of nutrition and
health sciences.

PCU extends its heartfelt
congratulations on this re-
markable achievement.

presenting visually compelling goals. and impactful action- empowering
posters that reflected entrepre- The event provided stu- students to transform vision into
neurial thinking, problem-solving dents with a platform to: value.

visionary ruler.

The Book Fair
featured an ex-
tensive  collec-
tion of literature
inspired by Chhatrapati Shivaji
Mabharaj, including historical bi-
ographies, research-based works,
leadership  studies,
military strategy
analyses, and inspira-
tional writings.

The initiative aimed
to encourage students
| and faculty members
to revisit the ideals of
courage, governance,
foresight, and resil-
ience that defined his
remarkable journey.

The event was for-
mally  inaugurated

PCU Celebrates Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Jayanti
with Inspiring Book Fair

brant and thoughtfully curated
Book Fair dedicated to the life,
leadership, and enduring legacy
of the great Maratha warrior and

On the auspicious occasion
of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
Jayanti, Pimpri Chinchwad Uni-
versity (PCU) organized a vi-
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by Honorable Vice Chancellor
Dr. Santosh Sonavane, in the es-
teemed presence of Registrar Dr.
Anil Maheshwari, Director- In-
ternational Relations, Incubation
& Innovation Dr. Shankar Deo-
sarkar, Director- R&D Dr. Bharat
Kale, Dean (EST) Dr. Vijay N.
Patil, and Director - Library &
Learning Resource Development
Dr. Archana Rathore.

The dignitaries emphasized the
importance of historical con-
sciousness and value-based edu-
cation in shaping responsible and
visionary citizens.

Addressing the gathering, uni-
versity leaders highlighted how
Shivaji Maharaj’s principles of
strategic governance, inclusivity,
military intelligence, and unwav-
ering determination remain pro-
foundly relevant in contemporary

leadership and nation-building
discourse.

The Book Fair created an en-
gaging academic environment
where students explored not only
the historical narratives but also
the philosophical and administra-
tive dimensions of Shivaji Ma-
haraj’s reign.

Through knowledge, reflection,
and dialogue, the university com-
munity collectively reaffirmed
the significance of cultural heri-
tage in academic spaces.

With initiatives like these,
PCU continues to integrate
tradition with intellectual en-
gagement-encouraging  stu-
dents to rediscover and re-
interpret timeless ideals of
courage, vision, and resilience
for the modern world.
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“New opinions are always
suspected, and usually op-
posed, without any other
reason but because they are
not already common.” John
Locke

“What wisdom can you find
that is greater than kindness?”
- Jean-Jacques Rousseau

School of Management Concludes KOSME Training Pro

gram for International MBA Students

The  School
of Manage-
ment at Pimpri
Chinchwad Uni-
versity,  Pune,
successfully
concluded  the |
KOSME Train-
ing Program for
International
MBA students,
marking the cul-
mination of six weeks of intensive and
immersive learning.

The programme, conducted in collab-
oration with the Korea SMEs and Start-
ups Agency (KOSME), was designed to
equip students with cross-cultural com-
petencies and a deeper understanding of
global business ecosystems.

The training was led by eminent Kore-
an experts Mr. Seung Jung Kang and Mr.
Kim Hanteut, who brought valuable in-
dustry experience and international per-
spectives to the classroom.

Over the six-week engagement, stu-
dents gained comprehensive insights into
Korean culture, business etiquette, cor-
porate practices, and professional com-
munication frameworks.

The curriculum emphasised practi-
cal orientation, preparing participants
to navigate multicultural work environ-

ments  and
understand
the evolving
landscape of
Korean or-
ganisations
operating
across global
markets.

The pro-
gramme
enabled In-
ternational MBA students to develop en-
hanced intercultural awareness, strategic
thinking, and communication skills-crit-
ical attributes for leadership roles in in-
ternational business settings. Interactive
sessions, case discussions, and experi-
ential learning components enriched the
academic experience, bridging theoret-
ical knowledge with real-world global
practices.

The successful completion of the
KOSME Training Program reflects
PCU’s sustained commitment to foster-
ing international exposure, industry rel-
evance, and cross-border academic col-
laboration.

At PCET’s PCU, education transcends
geographical boundaries, empowering
students to confidently lead and con-
tribute in an increasingly interconnected
global economy.

.-

PCU Strengthens Global Academic Engagement
with Delegation Visit from Dubai, UAE

Pimpri Chinchwad Uni-
versity, under the aegis
of Pimpri Chinchwad
Education Trust (PCET),
marked another signif-
icant step in its inter-
nationalisation journey

by welcoming a distin-

guished delegation from
Dubai, UAE.

The  visit reflected

: PCU’s growing global
: outlook and its commit-
: ment to fostering mean-

ingful cross-border aca-

. demic collaborations.

:  The interaction com-
* menced with an address
. by Dr. Santosh Sonawne,
: Hon. Vice Chancellor,
: PCU, who articulat-
¢ ed the university’s for-
: ward-looking vision of
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strengthening academia
through deeper industry
integration, appointment
of Professors of Practice,
and expansion of global
partnerships.
He emphasised PCU’s
strategic focus on creat-
ing globally competent
graduates through inno-
vation-driven and indus-
try-aligned education.
Dr. Bharat Kale, Direc-
tor Research & Devel-
opment, shared insights
into upcoming research
initiatives and future-fo-
cused projects designed
to enhance PCU’s re-
search footprint at both
national and internation-
al levels.
The proceedings were

Shri. Shantaram D. Garade

Treasurer, PCET

Shri. Harshwardhan S. Patil

Trustee, PCET

3. Shambhu Jagtap
4. Ayush Ade

seamlessly coordinated
by Dr. Shankar Deosark-
ar, Director — Centre for

International Relations
(IR), who facilitated
structured  discussions

and ensured meaningful
dialogue between both
sides. During the inter-
action, the Dubai dele-
gation introduced their
respective  institutions,
outlining academic pro-
grammes, credit transfer
mechanisms, and student
mobility frameworks.
They invited PCU stu-
dents to explore higher
education opportunities
in Dubai and discussed
potential  collaborative
pathways, including
joint programmes, ex-

¢
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